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A C T I. SCENE I. 
Znttr ME ANWELL W LETTICE. 



A 



LATTICE. 
N D fo, fir, here we are fix'd in the coun- 
try for good and ail. 

MEANWEU, 
Even fo, Lcttice. 

' LETTICE, , 

But, methinks, you ought to havelbme compa- 
nion in your retirement ; otherwife it may chance 
to fit heavy upon you. 

MEANWELL, 

Thank heav'n I am a widower, and fuch intend 
to remain. 

* * 

A 2 XCTTICKr 



4 The LEGAC Y ; Or, 

LBTTICE, 
Well, I am furpris'd at that ; for I've been told 
-that your lady was the moil amiable fweet-temper'd 
woman breathing, and that you were thought the 
iiappieft couple in the* world. 

MEANWELL. 

Pry thee, who told you all this ? 

L E T T ICE. 
A thoufand different people. 

MEANWELL. 

Appearances are too often fallacious, Lettice : 
but, pray, what would you infer from the fupposVi 
happhiefs I enjoy 'd in the marry'd ftate? 

LETTICE. 
Why, that it is very extraordinary, confidering 
how well you fucceeded upon the firft trial, that 
you fhould not be tempted to make a fecond ; efpe- 
daily- as your time of life is fuch as might very 
well warrant the experiment. You are not much 
above forty, I believe ? 

MEANWELL. 

No matter, Lettice; I have fomething elfe to 
think of. The father of a family has a thoufand 
cares to employ his attention. I muft think of 
difpofing of my daughter, who, to fay the truth, 
begins to be a heavy burthen upon my hands. 

LETTICE. 
And there's your fon too. 

MEANWELL. 

Oh ! a fon can fhift for himfelf : befides, -mine, 
you know, fpHows the fafhionable tafte of the 
' tknes-rBut my daughter is now turn'd of fixteen. 

LETTICE. 

A ticklifh age, that's certain. 

MEAN- 
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MEANWELL. 
And very perplexing to me, Lettice; for I want 
to have her fettled ; and at the fame time know I 
have little or no fprtune to give her. 

LETTICE. 

Lack a day, fir ! mifs Harriet is a fortune of 
herfelf. So- genteel, hand fo me, agreeable and 
witty a young lady, can never be in want of 
ftitors» 

MEANWELL. 

Pfha ! pflia ! wit and beauty are nothing with- 
out money. The firft queftibn afked now-a-days 
is, what can you give her? and whatanfwer can I 
make ? It is this that dittratts me. I might*, 
doubtlefs r impofe upon the world, but 

LETTICE, 

But f Lord* fir, it is the duty of every 

parent to difpofe of his daughter to the beJGk- ad- 
vantage. 

MEAN W*E XL. 

T have fome profpecl of marrying her into a rich 
and noble family in our neighbourhood here ; bat 
then, the circumftance of a fortune will, I am 
afraid, overturn every thing. The father fupppfed 
me rich, as many others do, but I very fairly un^ 
deceiv'd him in that particular.. 

LETT IC E.. 
And- then he. was off, I fuppofe ? 

ME A N WE LI, 

Not fo ; for he is to fend his fon to pay a vifit to 
Harriet this very day. 

lettice; 

Bray, what is his name ? 

A y me am- 
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MEANW1LL, 

His name is ^-but hum! I think I hear 

fomebody cdming ; fee who it is. 

LETTlCE, 

It is only xnr. Thomas, yoar fon*s man. 
SCENE II. 

Enter TQM, [booted and /purred, with * nubif 

in bis band.} 

MEANWELL 
Well 9 ^oni, what brings you here fo early this* 
morning ? * 

TOM. 

I am con\e poft, fir, to deliver you a letter from* 
my matter, which; he fays, is of great confequence* 

MEAK.WIU 
Giv« it me* 

T O Mi [Fitting in bh pektts.] 
Yes, fir— here it is— no faith, this is not it 
•M&nor thi*-*— Zouadft J I believe I have loi k, 

MtAKWEU 

You cartas fcoundrd ! 

TOM. 

What the devil ean I have done with St > I have 
fuch a heap of papers in my pocket ! It mull cer- 
tainly be amongft theni— — No L by all that's 
good, I believe I have drop* it by the way, or left 
it behind me. 

MEANWELL. 

Was ever fuch a heedlefs rafical f 

TOM. 
Lord, fir, I fet out two hours before day -lights 
and my eyes were hardly open : I flept half the 
way, and no wonder, faith ! for— 

MEAN- 
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M E AN WELL. 

'Sdeath I you prating puppy, am I to be put off 
with thefe idle excufes ? 

TOM, 
If you will bat have a little patience, fir, I be- 
lieve I (hall find it at laft : yes, feith, here it it. 

[Giving him a Utttr.^ 

MEAfWELL. 

Let me fee it .. W hy-rthis is not dircSe** 

in my fon's hand. 

t a m. 

No? 

MEANWBLL, 

No ! How came yon by this letter ? Who had' 
it yon from ? 

TOM. 

Why, from a man I overtook on the roacf, wh(* 
accofted me very civilly, and begged I would do 
him the favour to flop a little. For, fays he, in a 
jnelancholly tone, I am fo weary, my good fir, for 
you jqufi know he waa on foot, I am fo weary,. 
fays he, and you feem fo well mounted, and make 
fuch difpatch, that I (hould be much obliged to 
yon if you would give this letter to Mr. Meanwel), 
as fqon as yon get to his hoaie ; lor I am afhamed 
to appear before him myftlf, in the condition I am* 
now in, fo badly cloathe^, and hatf-dea^ with fa- 
tigue. 

MEANWELU 

But who is this man ? 

TOM. 

His letter wUl acquaint you, I fuppofe. 

M E A N W E h L r [Opening tU letter.] 

Will it fo ? Well, let us fee whaj his nape i» r 
and what he has to fay to me ? He is fome iharp- 
er, or impudent beggar, 1 fuppofe. 

A- 4, TO 1ft. 
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TOM. 

Upon my word, fir, he has an appearance 
above the vulgar ftamp. 

MEANWELL. [Reads.] 

<( I am juft come from the Weft-Indies, whkher 
" I lately made a voyage, in hopes of finding my 
" parents, and an handfome fortune : bat, at my 
•« arrival, found they were both deceas'd, without 
" leaving me any thing : and, to add to my mif- 
" fortune, I am informed, fince my return, that 
° my dear aunt is likewife dead ; fo that I am 
" plunged into the mod dreadful difficulties : and 
" fortune, who has been ever conftant in perfecut- 
" ing me, feems to have preferved me from the 
" dangers of the fea, only to make me end my 
" life in mifery and want on more." 

i E T T I C E. 

Lord, fir, who is this melancholy letter from } 

MEANWELL. 

One whom misfortune feems to take a delight 
in tormenting— —But tell me, Tom, will the 
perfon who gave you this be here foon ? 

TOM. 
Within half an hour at fartheft, I dare fay, fif. 

MEANWELL* 

Will he fo ? I am glad of it. 

TOM. 

That is to fey, if he does not flick by the way 
in, a damn'd bog that I thought would have buryM 
me and my horfe. 

MEANWELL. 

But now, mr. Blundejbufs, about this letter of 
my fon's that you have loft ? 

TOM, 
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TOM. 

- . Why; fir, I rattft e'en poll back, again- For it r 

Jf_ But, here it is, after all ! I remember 

now, I cramm'd it into my bofom 1 am 

glad I have found it, however. Here it is, fir — 

MEANWELl, 

This is it, I fee, by the. fuperfcription. Now 

for the contents y [reading fo bimfelfJ] - Hum — hum 

■ — hum-^-Odd enough, f My ( fon here tells me I 

may expect a vifit from a high original, called tfte 

marquis of Efbagnac, a fiery, petulant Gafcoon, 

' and a*perfon of great confequence in the province 

of Armagnac, where he refides. It feems he is 

- over head and ears in love with my daughter, and. 

- i* coming to afk her of me in marriage, 

TOM. 
It is very true* fir. 

MEAN WE L L. 

How do you know, pray, fir? 

TOM. 

My maf&r has told~ me the whole affair 5 and 
the Gafcoon too, finding me a lad of good parts, 
(which, I hope, you will allow, fhews him to have 
fome difcernment) acquainted me with the occa- 
fion of his vifit \ and I can tell you-that .you may. 
expeft him here evory minute.. 

M E A N W E Ll r 
ffut has he ever feen my .daughter f 

TOM,. 
He ! never in his life. 

M.EANWELL, 

Why then, how the devil came he fo violently 
in love with her,? 

TOMJ. 

From her picture. 

A 5 ftfSAK* 
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M E .A' » W E L L. 

Her pi&ure f I don't believe that Die ever fat 
for it* 

TOM; 

Lord, fir, my matter gave lb wanta and lively a. 
defcription of her to his lerdftup, that he took fire 
immediately. 

MEAffWELL. 

Pr'ythee, trace with thy metaphors* and come 
to plain (peaking* 

TOM. 

Why, then* fir, over and above the perfbual 
charms of die young lady, year daughter, I fnc£ 
that his lordfinp has been informed fits has a very 
large fortune depending ipon yen. This has fb en- 
creafed his paffion, that he has left nothing un- 
done, by prefents and promifes* fence the affair 
has been firft brought upon the carpet, to engage 
me to fpeak a good word for him. 

L E t T I C E. 

A true fortune-hunter, my life for him. 

MUNWELL, 

If that is all his view— — 

T O M. [<Mf .] 
Til beg tea ve, ' fir *-i-i-^* 

ME AK WEI* t. 

Ay, ay ; go and take a gkft to refrefli thee* 

TOM. 
A couple would do me no hurt, fir. 

M E A N-WtlL. 

I believe not i not a coeple to that. 

1t © *•. 

Why, no faith. I never ride -ft Hr*H * *hea I 
have taken a whet. 

MIAN- 
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MEANWEL L. 

Yon are going back again, then, are you ? 

TOM. 
Yes, fir ; my mailer ordered me to return as*- 
foon Vs ever I had delivered my menage. 

MEA rW)S LL 
Well, well : bujt while you ire taking a -little 
refrefliment, HI go and write an anfwer to his - 
letter. Follow me. 

[Exeunt Meanwell and Tom.] . 

S ; C £ N E III. 

J.2 T TI.C *, [&&.] 

Wfeat tfce deuce can* be the meaning of dus* 
fame difmal letter my mailer read to us juft now ? 
He feem'd to make a myftery of it, which I won- -' 
der at, as he always ufed to communicate every 
thing to me. 

S C 5 N E IV. 

£**r HARRIET. 

HARRIET. 

Ah, my dear Lettice ; lam glad I have found* 1 
*ee! 

LETTICE. 
Did you want me then ? 

HARRIET. 
I did— and I did not; 

L E TTl.CE, 

But what, in tne name of wonder,, makes you 
■p and dreft fo foan thinnarning ? 

HARMIT. 
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HARRIET. 
Why, T heard my brother's man's voice as he 
came into the court-yard. 

LETTICE." 
Well ! and what of that ? 

HARRIET, 

And I die to know what brought him here.. 

LETTICE, 

You might have faved yourfelf the trouble ; E 
was jufl coming to inform you. 

HARRIET. 
I cannot conceive what he is come in inch a vio*- 
' lent hurry about. There is certainly fomething 
more than ordinary in the wind. Tell me, my good 
girl, what is it ? 

LETTICE. 

• Something that will not diipleafe yoi% 

HARRIET. 

Indeed L 

LETTICE. 
Indeed. 

HARRIET. 

Oh let me have it then this ind ant t 

LETTICE. 

Well then, here is a huiband coming for you $ 
does that pleafe you ? 

HARRIET. tCocSy.] 
As it may happen. 

L E TTI C E. 
As it may happen ? 

HARRIET. 

Ay j but who is he, Lettice? 

• . . t ^. , . 

IBTTICS 
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LETTICE, 
OH f his name will be enough,, it is* a mighty 
pompons one i it ends with gnac. 

HARRIET, 

For heaven's fake what can this name be f 

LETTICE. 

The marquis of Efbagnac, of die province of 
Armagnac. 

HARRIET. 

Mercy on us ! Eibagnac of Armagnac f 

LETTICE. 

The namefeems to frighten you ; but let me tell 
you the title of marchipnefs is no defpicable thing. 

HARRIET. 

Heaven defend us f if he would make me a do- 
chef* I would have nothing to- fay to him. Efbag- 
nac ! my God f what a name I fure my father can 
never think of making me take £o ridiculous a 
title ? I cannot pronounce it without ihuddering* 

LETTICE. 
And yet he is a great perfonage in the province 
of Armagnac. And don t you think it much bet- 
ter to be my lady marchioneis Efbagnac, than plain 
mrs. fuch a one. 

HARRIET. 

You know I am naturally headftrong, Lettice ; 
and I declare to thee, I would rather die an old 
maid than take that filthy name.—-— Lord ? could 
I ever be brought to fay, yes, think you, to Efbag- 
nac? 

L E T T J C E. 

And do you think, let me afk you, that the 

found of a name is of any confequence when one's 

intereftis concerned ? No. no; I ihonld be glad to 

- < ^ fee 
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fee the name I would xefufe, bower harfti or difa- 
greeable, if it brought a title and a good e,ftate.- 
with it. Befides, if the marquis of Efbagnac is a 
handfome, well-made agreeable young fellow, and 
can pleafe you in other refpe&s, you'll foon get rid . 
of your diflike to his name. 

H A R R I E T. 
'Never tell me ! if he was as handfome as Ado-, 
ms, or as ugly as a Satyr, it would be aU one to 
me ; my resolution** fixed. 

L IT T I C E. 
May. I die but you have an amazing- fpirit for- 
your age mffs. I always thought that young wo- 
men were to be -gowned by.their .pa re n t s, in ahefe. 
matters. . 

H A JR. R IE T, 

To be iiug* wbm they can. 

Ii B T T I <C E. 

Then-howcomes it you are fo refractory ? Come, , 
will yon make me your confident ? 

HARRIET. 
You'll betray me; 

L E T T I C E. 
As I hope to be married, and 1 4o not know a 
more folemn oath a fingle young woman can bind . 
herfelf by, I never will difcover a Jy liable of what 
you tell me. . ^ 

H A RJt JE T. [«tfuf.j| 
Ah Lettice ! . 

LETT1CE, 

A %h too ! this leads to fomething. Come, 
out with it : — unbofom yourfelf of a fecret that I 
have obferved to lie heavy at that littk heart of 
your** thefe fix months; and moreover, depend 
vponit, you are f afe with me* 

HARRIET. 
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HARRIET. 

ft is a very ferfous affair, Fll allure you, 

LETttCt. 

Your eyes tell me as much* 

HA&H1ET, 

My eyes T 

LETTICEi. 

Yes, yoar eyes ; for they have a certain melting; 
ibftnefs, that {peaks mere than they wgold vf itiiagly 
have known. Am I wrong think you ? 

H A RR I IT, £%&**.] 

Alas! np. 

; 14TTIC1,. 

Well faid 1 may prefsrtue then yon are m 

love, 

HAILJIIET. 

iThou haftgocfs»d it. 

Bravo !: and deeply. 

HA.RJIJET. 

Over head and. ears ! 

LEfTTiCB. 

6o much the better. With a etaraaing young 
fftUow. I make no doubt I 

HARRIET* 

The moft agreeable of his fex. 

L E T T I C ?/ 
I thought as much. 

HARRIET. 

Tall j well madfi, fcnftbH, witty . " 
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L E T T I .C.E. 

In a word the moft accomplimed* of mankind. F 
knew it, I knew it— Well, and does lie love you- 

in return ? 

HARRIET. 

Lave me ! he. dies for me I 

L E T T I C E, 
And what fays your father taall this r* 

HARRIET. 

Oh f he knows nothing of the matter. 

LETTICE, 

V 

Are you fure of that ? 

HARRIET* 

Very fure ; at leaft we have done all in our 
power to coaqcal it from him. . - -- W.. 

LETTICE,. 

May be fo ; hut people in love are very apt to be 
off their guard ; and notwilhftanding- the modefly 
©f our fex, the heart will fometimes declare itfelf: 
—■tell me, have you never fuffered your eyes to 
betray you ? have no ftolen glances- 

HARRIET. 

To prevent an accident of that kind; T hav6 al- 
ways taken care to turn another way whenever my 
lover, has fp^ke to me before company ; and put on 
an air of indifference when my heart was ready to 
leap to my lips. 

LETTICE. 
So young, and fo artful I . 

fc A It* IE t. 
Do you think I have my leffpn to learn at this 
time of day ? 

LETTICE. 

But I wonder that your father, who watches you 
fi> narrowly, has never obferved this, 

HARRIET, 
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HARRIET. 
t have made it my buiinefs to blind him ; and 
111 anfwer for it he never once fufpe&ed my having 
an inclination for any man living. 

L E T T I C E. 

I know it is what he labours of all things to 

prevent ; bat egad I find you have been beforehand 

with him. 

HARRIET. 

You'll be furpriz'd, perhaps, when I tell yoa 
that I knew what it was to love almoft from my 
infancy. 

LE T T I C E. 

" Yon fuck'd the dangerous poifon wkh your 
" milk/ 1 as the poet fays. 

HARRIET. 

Love was the firft paflion of my foul* but it haa 
always been retrained by prudence. 

L E T T I C E. 
Oh lord ! to be fure. But methinks this fame 
lover of yours has been abfent a long while; for-* 

N A R R I E T, 

We have been abfent much alike* 

LETTICEr 
He's upon thefpot then. 

HARRIET. 
No, not quite fo near. 

L E T T I CE. 
And do you love him ftill ? 

HARRIET. 

Every day more and more. 

LETTICi 

A girl of fixteen, and fo conftint; yoa are a 
perfect prodigy ! 

HARRIET, 
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HARRIET. 
I love htm fo well, that if I have not him V\l die* 
an old maid. 

1ITTIC E. 
Good lord! mifs, make no rafh. vows ! butpraj* 
what may be the name of this beloved (hephero;?- 

HARRIET. 
Thou (halt know all at a proper time, Lettice.. 

L B T T I C Et 
Why yon amaze me! fo much discretion ancU 
referve, with fuch a Hock of tendernefs and con- 
stancy at your years can never laft long ; no* no,. 
you'll become a true woman by and by, and be as* * 
fickle and inconftant as the verieit (he of us all. 

HARRIET.. 
Time will (hew whether I am the gidcry creature? 
you take me for.. 

SCENE V. 

Enter MEAN WELL haftily. 

MEANWELL 

What are you two difcourfing about fo earneftly ? ? 

LETTICE. 

Of the ridiculous coftoms of the times, fir. 

M E A *TW ELL. 
Which, I hope, my Harriet will make it her bu* 
finefs to avoid. 

HA.RRIJT. 
It (hall be my chief ftudy fo Jto do, fir. . 

MEANWELL. 

That's my good girU 

LE«TTICa* 
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LETTlCt 
Yes, fir, yoti may troft to my young lady's pru- 
dence i (he is about to give you a convincing proof 
of it. 

MEAKWELL 

How do yon- mean ? Well, what ii yonr bu&» 

mefs? 

SCENE VL 

Enter a SERVANT. 
S E R V A H T. 

Sir, here is the marquis oi Elbagnae cone to 
wait on yon. 

MEANWILL 

Shew him in, Lettice ; leave w« Daughter do 

you Hay here* 

HARXIET, 

Lord, .fir ! what bufiaef* have I with the gen- 
tleman? 

MEANWELU ' 

No bofiaeft at all* only to bo prefent and ho!4 
your toagi*. 

SCENE VII. 

Enter the marquis of Efbagnac, *wbo runs t9 
MEAN WELL, mi emebes him in his arms. 

M A k QJJ I S, 
Ha! toy worthy friend, I am rejoiced to fee 
yon, upon my foul 1 let me embrace you. I hope 
you are well. 

MEANWELL, \Witb a Hi jl ant air.] 

Much at your ferviee, my lord. 

MARQUIS.' 
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MAR <*JJ I S. 

. By my faith I am very glad of it* T'other 
hug, my dear [bugging and/queexang Meanwell, who 
endeavours to get loo/efrom bint!] 

MEANWELL 

. Sir 1 My lord I for heaven's fake I o$i I 

MAR Q^U IS. 

This is the way that we make acquaintance fu- 
my province; which is, let rae tell you^ the only 
fpot in the globe for eafe and politenefs ; we are 
quite fans facon, all free and eafy as you fee. 

MEANWELL 
A little too much fo, I think. Lord what a 
fweat he has put me into ! [Wiping bisjaa.] 

MAR QJU.I S. 

So now, do you fee we are fwom friends for life. 

MEANWELL. 

May be fo hut methinks you are rather to* 

precipitate in your connections. . ; 

MAR <^u IS. 
Not in the leaft, my dear, not in the leaft ; the 
-air of our country infpires us with an happy fami- 
liarity that overleaps all ceremony. Iti friendfhip- 
and love we take fire at once. 

. • MEANWUL; 

Now we are not quite fo hafty at Park. 

ma R^y \ s. . 

No ? fo much the worfe. — Upon my font yo\i> 
feem to have a pretty Httle box here ; very commo- 
dious, and quite rural: 

MEANWELL. 

Both houfe and owner are at your lady (hip's fer- 
vice. 

MARQVW 
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MAR QJJ IS. 

Til take you at your word ; I like the fitaatioa 
mightily, and (hould be pleated to fpend a fummer 
or fo— 

MEANWELL. 

I wifh k w*as more worthy of entertaining fuch 1 
gueft, ... 

MAR QJtf IS.. 

You have a fine girl of a daughter too, I find, if 
the description her brother has given me of her is 
juft. 

MEANWELL. [Printing to Harriet,] 

Your lorcUhip may judge for yourfelf. 

MAR QJJ IS.. 

Hum ! is that the original ? 

MEANWELL. 

The very fame, fudh as (he is. 

MAR QJJ I S. [Surveying her.] 

Why — really — flie is paifable. It is not impoffi- 
<ble but we may like each other. 

HARRIET. [AJide to Meanwell.] 

This marquis is a great fool, or I am much mis- 
taken. 

"M. A R QJJ IS. 

Well, mifs, you fee before you as clever a young 
fellow, tho v I fay it, as ever-ftept under a coronets 
.and upon my foul I think there is fomething agree- 
able enough about yourfelf, a pretty roguilh eye ;— - 
a fmart fhape — a— curfe onmemr.Whatdyecallum, 
if I don't think your daughter and I were made for 
each other. [To Harriet.] You bluib, child ! well 
I declare this little confdfion becomes'' you admira- 
bly ; befides, I am yaftly fund of modefty, it is a 
fcatce qualification now-a-days ; (b that; my chicken, 
the rjioreabauYd you feem at the ardour of ray paf- 

fion, 
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lion, the more you will fan the flames of my dcfires, 
JT* MeanwclL] Does this pretty mi(s talk yet I 

Yes, yes, iny lord ; me can talk upon oceafion* 

MAS. QJ7 « S. 

♦ 1 am *eiy glad -of it, lor I did not 4rn»w bat 4he 
might have been born dumb, as I have not heard 
her open her lips yet. 

MEANWILL. 

You'll 4«d>fhe .has the «fc of foef tongue at * 

proper time. 

* A & Qju I S. 

Oh-! juft-when ihe -rJleafcs $ I -am in no kind of 
hade about it. .Your women who talk little are 
generally very virtuous ; and that's what. I'Uke. §To 
Harriet.] Will you be fo kind, my dear, to take a 1 
turn or two about the room ? 

HARRIET. kJhgrty] 
For what purpofe ,pray ? 

MAR QJTJ I S. 

Why, cannot you gnefs ? as I like ypur face to- 
lerably well, child, Jam willing to fee if yon tread 
well ; have a genteel air ; and that pretty jaunty 
ftep which gives an eafe ' and grace to the whole 
body. 

•h a * * * * r. ' 

*WeH, then, yon fhall have a ipecrmen. 
^Sbe walks a turn or two about the ft age baftity % the 
marquis faroeying her ail the time, ana* then runt 
•put* pulling the door after ber:"\ 

SCENE VIII. 

MAR QJJ I 8* 
Sprightly! very fprighdy indeed— moves with 
life— and ^Tactfully enough.— What the devil ! ihe's 

gone. 



, 
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gone. Oh! prythee call her back ; I bavte ft#t kalf 
examined her yet. 

MEANWELL. 

'Sdeath! fir) you talk « if you W4U bargaining 
for a Horfe. 

MAR QJU I S. 

Why dovoufappbfe m bay a pig in a poke, old 

gentkmaar 

MEANWELL. 

No, fir; neither did I expect rayfelf or ray 
daughter to be treated in this manner. To the 
point, if you pleafe, and lay afide all thefe fooleries* 

MAR QJJ I S. 

Fooleries 1 hark'ye, old rollick, none of your 
fnarling ; I would have you know that I fay nothing 
Jbut what is worthy of being noticed. 

MEANWELL. 
And I do notice it, you fee. 

MAR QJU I S* 
You do well upon my foul* 

M E A N *W E L L. [JfleJ 

My fon was quite in the right : this is an original 

indeed Pray, my lord, how long have you left 

the country ? 

MAR <IV 1 S. 

AJbout a month or fo. I am a KttJe prince In my 

ov/n country, my dear ; and fo am accuftomed to 

a certain freedom 4>f peaking and a&ing unknown 

to the vulgar. 

MEANWELL, 

' You are pretty free, indeed. 

MAR QJU I "S. 

Oh ! ndt in thte leaflr too much : 'I away s take my 
own way let who will diflike it. If I was in the 
^refenee iffclf, I would expeft the fame deference 

to 
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to be paid me as here ; or let thofe look to it wh« 
were wanting. 

MEANWELL. 

Why, what would you do ? 

MAR QJJ 1 S. 
Death and ounds ! dp ? why I would quit the 
place diredlly and return home. I would punifh 
the whole court by withdrawing from it : but, how- 
ever, I am willing in the firft place to conclude the 
alliance with your family, for which I <am pur- 
pofely xome to Paris. 

MEANWBXL. 
I mould imagine, my lord, that aperfon of your 
rank and confequence might find an alliance more 
worthy of you in your own country, 

MAR QJJ I S. 

Upon my foul you talk like a fenfible man mr. 
Mean well. To be fure, my dear ; I have fome 'of 
the mod antienl and noble families in the province 
of Armagnac at my call ; but the devil of it is, 
they are in general plaguy poor : now you know, 
what is a name without money r I am for. gracing 
a noble title and pedigree, with a fortune capable 
of fupporting it in its proper luftre ; but not find- 
ing that very eafy to come at in my own neigh- 
bourhood, why I e'en took a trip to Paris, in hopes 
of fucceeding better. No bad fcheme you'll fay. 

ME AN WELL. 

Why, troth my lord, if your vifit to me was on 
that fcore, I am forry to fay your lordmip will find 
yourfelf furioufly difappointed ; for I can very truly 
allure you that no one in this houfe has any preten- 
fioAs to a fortune. A bam, a mere bam I 

I4AROJ/I3. 
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MAR Q^U I S. 
Don't I know that you can give the little tit I 
law here juft now, thirty thouiand good fterline 
pounds down on the nail j and upon my confeience 
now, that will fatisfV me very well, for I am not 
greedy at all. And to, without any more to do give 
me your band, and let it be a bargain : for what may 
come hereafter, I'll truft to your honour, 

MEANWELi, 
Yoa are extremely condefcending ; but I muft 
once again declare to your lord/hip, that my daugh- 
ter, Harriet, has not a penny of fortune. 

M A R QJJ I S. . [Slapping hint on the finder.] 

Come, come, old Squeezepenny, none of your 
tricks upon travellers. I know what I know. 

ME A N WE L J,. 
And what is that pray ? 

MAR Q^V I S. 

The legacy, my dear! oh ho, do you blufli ? 
fi'Orcy is dead, my jewel ; he is by J y fcj | , ^ 
may not know, perhaps, that he was my uncle No 
matter ! he told me on his death-bed, d'ye" fee 
that he was well informed his Jatewife had, a little 

Ik i er u de f t f h ' ****** a ,ar S e ft* of money 
which (he had laid by for berfelf f nd her rekS 

Zl°r' if** 3S a PCrf ° n in "*« «* pfid 
great confidence; now, as nephew to my deLfed 

wide, I am comd to demand the reftitution of thefe 

family favings ; and m confidential of the trouble 

you have had in taking charge of thi, mon° fo 

Sd* wwr* 2 t0 take ^ r ^ghteroff you? 
bands. What fay you to this now ? 

MEANWELL. 

And was this what brought you hither ? 
Vol. III. b 

° MARQUIS, 



*6 The LEGAC Y; Or, 

mar qjj I s. 

To be fure, my dear ; and as being fole heir and 
executor to my uncle D'Orcy. 

M E A N W E.LX. 
If fo, I maft deal freely with your Iordfhip ; and 
tell you, that admitting fiich a fum as you mention 
to have .been committed to my charge, none of 
the family of the Efbagnacs can have any preten- 
tions to it. Your 4iDcle, you know, bad no fortune 
of his own when he marry'd his late wife ; and as 
he died without children, had flie furvived him, 
Ihe would have had an undoubted right to difpofe 
of her's as fhe faw proper. Now, her brother had 
two fons, the younger of whom is fttti living ; and 
to him this -money, if there is any, properly be- 
longs, and to no other perfon. 

MAR QJJ I S. 

I deny that. 

MEANWELL. 
'You deny it ! on what foundation ? 

MAR QJJ I S. 
1 deny it, that's enough. 

M E.A NWELL 

Indeed! 

M A R QJJ I S. 
Indeed, and fo e'en wave your trifling ob- 
jections. 

MEANWELL. 

Tley day;! do you think to frighten me with this 
vapouring ? 

MAR QJJ I S, 

Vapouring ! death and ounds do you know who 
you are fpeaking to ? Oh i by the great God I am 
too patient. But come, to make fhort of fhe mat- 
ter, 
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ter, 1*11 rclinquifb my claim to -your daughter, if 
you'll give me the money that belongs to me. 

MEANWELL. 
Neither the one nor the other. 

MAR QJJ I S. 

> How ! neither the one nor the other ? 

MfeANWELL. 
I have faid it. 

MAR QJJ I S. 
Nay, then my Jewel, look to yourfelf. 

MEANWELL. 

I am not to be terrified by empty menaces. 

MAR QJJ I S. 
'Sdeath ! I can hold no longer ; I am all in a 
flame. 

MEANWELL. 
Then walk forth and cool yourfelf. 

MAR QJJ I S. 
By my father's foul, my little mailer Meanwell, 
you are not very bamfbl, to talk of fending me 
away without fettling accounts. 

MEANWELL. 
They are already fettled. . 

M A JR. QJJ I S. 
And I am to have 

MEANWELL. 

Nothing. 

MAR QJJ I S, 

May be fo : but if I ftir from* hence till I hare 
made you refund this fame legacy, may I be the 
verieft peafant that ever hid his head in a hut. 
So give me fatisfa&ion this imtan"t,° or by ■ 

B 2 SCENE 
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-SCENE IX. 

Enter TOM. 

TOM. [T« Mcanwell.] 

Sir, I am going to fet oat ; have yon any com- 
mands to fend by me to my Jnafter ? 

MEAJfWELL. 
Yes, you may tell him I fliaU never forgive him 
for having recommended me fuch a fool for a foil- 
in-law. 

MARQUIS, [Clipping hi* ba*d to bh fcvord.] 
Damnation! do you mean to affront me, fir? 
£>raw—- 

MEANWEXL. [In apaffio*.] 

Tom, run immediately and bring me my (word. 

TOM. 
Lord, fir, there's no occafion for it; here's a 
pretty little gentleman in my hand, ready to exe- 
cute any commands of yours [Looking at the Mar- 
quis, andjhaking bis flick.] 

MAR QJU I S. 

Thunder and oundsi you impudent fcoundreL 

TOM. 

Scoundrel ! that's not my name, fir; I have the 
honour to be called Tom Blunt, and none of the 
Blunts were ever fcoundrels ; downright honeft 
fellows, if you pkafe, who love to fpeak their 
minds, and have a natural averfion to bullies and 
towards. 

MEANWELL, {Smiling.] 

Go, go, Tom, about your bufinefs. 

TOM. 
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TOM. 
I obey, fir;— but if 'I was in another place, l % 
know what I know [Exit, elbowing the Mar- 
quis, andjhaking bisjiick.\ 

SCENE X. 

Enter BELLMOUR. 

\prefi in an old black coat, Mean well feeing ki*> runs 

and catches him in his arms.'} 

MEANWELL. 

Bellmour, my dear Bell m our [. is it you ? 

BELLMOUR. 
I hope you will pardon me, fir, for appearing 
before you in this wretched plight ; but my impa- 
tience to pay my refpe&s to you, would not per- 
mit me to ftaad upon form : and 

MEANWELL. [Embracing Mm. \ 

Once more lee me bid thee welcome. 
BELLMOUR. 

This generous reception gives me new life. 

MEANWELL. 

And the fight of yon 

BELLMOUR. 
But if I am hot rniftaken, fir, I found this gen- 
tleman and you at high words when I came in* 
What was the matter pray ? 

MEANWELL. 
Oh, nothing ; only this noble and courageous 
lord thought proper to infult me in my own hoafe. 

BELLMOUR. [Going up to the Marquis.] 

How, fir ! have you dared— 

B x marqtjis. 
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M A R QJJ I S. [Fiercely.] 

' Zounds ! fellow, do you know who you are 
fpeaking to ? If I did not think you out of your 
fenfes, I would foon teach you to mend your man- 
ners. 

BELLMOUR, 
Indeed ! well, that muft be pui to the. trial. But 
may I not know the reafon for your making this 
diilurbance in my friend's houfe ? 

M A R QJJ I S. [Raifag bis voice.] 
Death and furies, man ! he has the impudence 
to keep my eflate from me whether I will or no. 

B E L L M O U R. 

Lower your note a little if you pleafe, fir. 

MAR QJL T I S. [Louder.] 

Blood and foe !. are you to direct me how I am 
to fpeak I 

BELLMOUR. 

It may happea fo. 

MAR QJJ I S. 
He (hall either give me fatisfaclion, or Til make 
day light fhine thro' him. 

BELLMOUR. 
Without troubling myfelf to enquire into* the 
particulars of this affair, I take upon me to aver., 
that this gentleman is a perfon of too drift honour 
to injure any one ; and whoever fays to the contrary 
is a rafcal. 

MAR, QJJ I S . [Putting bimfe/f in a fighting fofiurt\ 

Oh ! by Jefus, my fury is up. 

BELLMOUR, [Doing the fame.] 

Give it full fcope then. 

MARQUIS. 
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VlAR QJJ I S. 

By heavens if I do, annihilation will be thy 
portion j — (o look to it, 

BELLMOUR, [Advancing.] 

lam ready ; take care of yourfelf. 

MEANWELL, [Interpofing.y 

Put up your fword, Bellmour, he's unworthy your 
notice, 

MARQUIS. [7* Mcanwell;] 

Pray, Mr. Mean well, who is this fellow? Bythe 
lord I mull know his name before I will difpute 
with him any more, or I may debafe my rank and 
dignity r by fightiag with a peafanu 

BELLMOUR. 
Peafant ! damnation ! [Drawing ] Draw and de- 
, fsnd yourfelf, or quit the houfe this inflant,, 

MAR QJJ- I S. 
I leave you to yourfelves for the p/efent : — We 
may happen to meet on another place : — In the 
mean time I fhaH make it my bufinejs to enquire 
who you are ; and if I find . 

B'ELLMOUR, 
Shall I wait on your lordfrrip down flairs ?* 

MAR QJI I S. 

No, no ; I difpenfe with your attendance till I 
know your name and family ; and. then. perhaps — 

B E L E M O U R. 

Know then, in the firft place, I am a gentleman ; 
my name is Bellmour. 

MAR QJJ I S. 
A gentleman are you ? May be fo ; but as there's 
many a pakry cit that decorates himfelf with that 
.appellation, I muft know a little more of you be- 

B 4 fpre 
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fore I have any thing more to fay to you. In the 
mean time you may thank my nice notions of ho- 
nour that you are living, and To farewel. 

[Exit. Marquis haftily^ 

BELLMOTJR. [Following him to the E>oor.\ 

lnfolent rafcal \ 

S C E N E XL 

IWBANWELU [&»%•] 
So, he's gone. 

BELLMOUR, 
This poltroon is a difgrace to nobiHty \ for hea--. 
ven's fake on what account didnhia coxcomb infult 
you ? 

M1AKWELL 

On an account you little conje&ure :-*on~ yout**» 

BELLMOUR, 

Oft mine? 

ME AN WE LU 
On yours! 

BELLMOUR. 

How could that be ? . 

MEANWELt. 
1*11 explain it to you prefently. This terrible lord 
has lately found out that the marehioneffi D'Orcy, 
your deceafed aunt, left a fum of money in my 
hands, amounting to thirty thoufand. pounds, 

BELLMOUR, 
Thirty thoufand pounds ! 

MEANWELL. 

No lefs. And this confiderable legacy (he de- 
pofited with me, in truft for your brother and yon* 
I proved juft to the truft repofed in me ; and agree- 
able 
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able to her defire, kept it a fecret till after the death 
of her lord ; your brother happening to die before 
Kim, you became alone entitled to this large fum. 
So you fee, that at the very in ft ant you thought 
your fortune the molt defperate. (he was fliowering 
a profufion of favours upon you The huffing blade 
you faw here juft now, came to lay claim to this 
legacy, in virtue -of being his uncle's executor; 
but you have difmifled him in the manner he de- 
ferred, and faved me die trouble. 

BELLMOUR. 

I am lefs (truck with this unexpected change in 
my fortune, than wkh the unparalleled generofity 
With- which you have acted, and whkh has - few 
precedents in this, or ahnofcaay other age. Re- 
ceive thett the tribute of my grateful thanks, and 
be affurea it fliall be the ftudy of my future life K> ' 
merit this excefs of goodneis and magnanimity* 

MEAN WELL. 

You offend me by fuch encomiums; the mail 
who does juft ice -does no more than his duty. But' 
tell me what mean thefe mournful weeds f 

BELLMOUR. 

They are the confequences of the misfortunes of 
my father, who was killed in the laft campaign in 
America. I fought by his fide for a confiderable 
time, and ventured my own life in the defence of 
hmr who gave me being ; trH overpowered by num- 
bers, I was obliged to give way ; and after feeing 
him fall Hfelefs at my feet, funk myfdf, covered 
over with wounds. The enemy rifled me of all I 
had about me : and to add to my misfortune, the 
fate of the day declared fo completely again ft us, 
that the whole baggage of our army fell joto the 
enemy's hands ; and after remaining prifoner for 
upwards of feven months, during which, time I 

B 5 underwent 
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underwent all the hardfhips of the moft rigorous 
•confinement, I made my efcape naked and penny- 
ltfs, and got on board a veffel with fome few of 
my fellow prifoners, which brought us over to Eu- 
rope. At my landing here I begged thefe rag* 
you fee me in, of a poor labouring man, on a pro- 
jnife of rewarding him handfomely when arrived 
among my friends. In this condition I made the 
l>eft of my way to your houfe, in hopes of meeting 
relief from your known generality ; but how little 
did I expelt to find myfelf in poifeulon of fo large 
a fortune ? ■ 

MEAN WELL. 
And of a wife too J 

BELLMOUR. [Raflify.] 

- Good heavens ! what do I hear? Is it poffi- 
He that I mall poffefs the lovely objed ?— 

ME AN WEL L 
Hear me ; my old neighbour, the baron, who 
has a finlere affection for me, has made two pro~ 
pofals, one of which relates to yon, the ether to 
myfelf. I was daily in expectation of your return 
home; and as we were' talking together the other 
day, I acquainted him with the fecret of the 
legacy I referved for you, which put the thought 
of a double alliance into his head. Yon mull know 
he has a niece, who is a very'agrceable young lady, 
and has a handfome fortune ; now he made me an 
offer of her for your wife ; fo that if you are in- 
clinable you may have her out of hand. — You ftcra 
thoughtful, Charles. I allure you it is a match 
iyery way fuitable to you. 

BELLMOUR. 

Hum ! but what was his other propofal f 

MEANWBLIm 
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■ * 

MEANWEI,^ 
Upon my word a very advantageous one,- for my 
daughter Harriet. 

BELLMOUR. 
As how ? 

MEANWELL. 

Why the baron has lately fent for his nephew, 

count Spangle, home from his travels ; do you 

know him? 

BELLMOUR. 

I do not. 

ME AN WELL. 
He is a very clever young man, rich, well inadev 
keeps the beft company, and is prodigioufly well- 
bred ; but, between ypu and I, a mod egregious 

coxcomb. • 

B t L LM O V R. 

And does he- love mils Harriet U 

MEANWELL. 

He has never feen her yet. . To-day he is to 
make his firft vifit ; and I doubt not but my daugh- 
ter wHl be greatly taken with him, otr account of 
his genteel addreis, that is all I want ; for we fhali 
have time enough to cure him of his foppifhnefs 
after marriage ; and as this will be fo great a match 
for Harriet, who, you know, has but a very fmall 
fortune, . I readily embrace the offer of him for & 
fon- in-law, And expeft his uncle to bring him- here 

every, minute. 

BELLMOUR. 

Pray, fir, then I mud difcover to ypu < ■ ■ « 
S C E N " t' XII. 

Enter a Servant. 

SERVANT, 

Sir, the baron and count Spangle. [Exit, 

MBAHWEEL. 
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MEANWELL. pi Bellmour.] 
Odfo ! I mud go and receive them then ; III 
return again as foon as pofliblc. [Exit. Mean well. 



S C E N , E XIII. 

BELLMOUR. [Solut.] 
* He's gone without giving me time to reply.- 
How will he be furpriz'd whe.n I tell him ? — But 
heavens ! is not this my Harriet coming this way T 
It is— — Be calm, my heart ; Til ftep afide to fee 
jf ihe Will recoiled me in this drefs. 

(Goes to the tact fart of tin Jtag*.] 

SCENE XIV. 

* 

Enter HARRIET, b*JKl)% LfcTTtCE 
*♦ following ber. 

L E T T I C E. 

Who, in the name of goodnefe, are you running 

after? 

HARRIET. 

Come along, come along, my dear wench ! I 
am Aire I have feen him; it can be no other, by 
the fluttering* of my heart— O heav'ns t it is he 
himfelf I [Pircmring Bellmour, «un&» fimds in * 

nutfing pofiau.} 

LttTICE. 

He t What he r That figure f 

HARRIET. [In a trembling voict,] 

Letticcf 

LETTICE. 

Weill what d'ye want with Lettice ? 

HARRIET. 
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HARRIET. 
What cruel mifchance can have reduced him to 
this condition ? \To Bellmour.} Good heav'ns t 
sir. Bellmour, is- it you I fee ? 

BELLMOUR. 
I bluih to appear before you thus 

IfARRRIST, [To Lettict .] 
Yes, it is him ; I know his voice. 

LETTICE.. 

Mis voke ? whole voice ? 

JH A R R I t T, [rremWtg?] 

The voice — the voice of— — Lord! how 1 

tremble. 

LETTICE. 
Mercy on me I have you loft your fenfes ? 

HARRIET. [To BclUnouf.J 
I am ftruck dumb with amazement ! What can 
be the meaning of this appearance ? Speaic, and 
eafe my impatience. 

BELLMOUR. [Smiling.] 

I mull own, my appearance is not the mod ele- 
gant, at prefent ; but I hope very foon to — :— - 

HARRIET. 
Lord, what a ftrange metamorphofis I May I 
not know how it has happened ? 

BELLMOUR. 

My deareft Harriet, this change is the effect of 
my misfortunes — Love, that made me leave you in 
iearch of fortune, thro* ttaknown climes, has 
brought me back as ycfu now fee me 

1ETTICB, 

Oh, then, I prefume a certain melancholly 
•piftle, that came to hand juft now ■ 

BELi- 



3 8 The , L E G A C Y ; Or, 

BE.LLMOUR, 

Wis from me. When I left home,. I went to 
America, in hopes of making a fortune, that might 
render me deferving of her hand, whom I love 
more than life. , 

EETTICE, 

And'fortune, r find, has play'd yan a flippery 
trick, as fee has done many a lover befides. 

bellmour; 
I complain of her no longer. I am amply re- 
warded for all my fufferings, fi nee I once more 
behold my lovely Harriet ; and find her generous 
Jieart feels for my diftrefs. By all that's good, (he 
weeps ! 

HARRIET. 

What heart can be infenfible to fuch merit i* 
diftrefs ? 

BELEMOUR. [Taking bir band.] 

Bat, fay ; do yon love me dill ? 

HARRIET. [Leaning on */«.] 

With unbated tendernefs. 

BELLMOUR. 

And does not my prefent condition leflen me in 
your efteem ? 

HARRIET. 

Ungenerous fuppofition ! Let bafe and grovel- 
ling minds be influenced by outfide fhew ; a gene- 
rous heart regards the perfon, abflracled from every 
other consideration. , . 

L E T T I C E. 
i 1*11 be hang'd, madam, if this is not the gentle- 
man you have been f peaking to me about. 

HARRIET. 

I had better have kept my own council a little 
longer. 

LETTICE. 



i 
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L E T T I C E. 
Not in the leaft. But, pray, fir, confidering 
how fcurvily you have been treated by fortune, 
how have you been able to keep your hopes alive ? 

BELLMOUR. 

More than ever. 

HARRIET. 

As to me 

LETTICE, 
But are not you afraid, if all this (lory of your 
misfortunes, and being reduced to beggary, is 
true ; are not you afraid, I fay, of fome little ob- 
ftacle in the way of your happinefr? — My matter, 
for inftance ; do you think that he will eve r 

BELLMOUR. 

What, can' I fear, while my Harriet loves me ? 

HARRIET. 

I declare to you, Lettice, I would fooner take 
him, as he now appears, than receive the offers of 
the mod exalted fortune. 

BELLMOUR. 

Let me hug my misfortunes, fince they ferve to 
prove to me fuch matchlefs love and conftancy.— 

S C E N E XV. 

Enter COUNT SPANGLE. 

\Wbo Jleps affefledh up to a glafs, and ftands for 
fome time adjufiing bis drefs, and admiring bimftlf 
in a ridiculous manner.] 

LETTICE. 

Mercy on us ! who have we here ? See ! fee ! 
what airs it gives itfclf. 

HARRIET, 
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HARRIET. 

Oh ! his appearance is enough to tell you who 

he is. 

L E T T I C E. 

As I live, I believe it is count Spangle, nephew 

to our neighbour the baron. <— 

C O U NT. [Advances, bowing affeBedhf to Harriet, w£* 

turns from him with contempt."] 

Madam, your (lave — I pre fume I am fufficiently 
known to you, without announcing myfelf by 
same. 

HARRIET. 
Really, fir, you are miflaken, for yon are an 
abfolute ftranger to me. 

L E T T I C E. [Apart to Harriet.] 

Don't you think him a pretty figure? 

HA R R I E T. [Afido.l 
I ice nothing in him bat the ridiculous fop. 

C O V NT, 

I was here yefterday ; you muft certainly have, 
feen me. 

HARRIET, 

Not I, upon my word, fir. 

COUNT. 
Well, now then, t prefent myfelf to you, as 
one whom the power of your divine charms has 

riveted your eternal Have Thofe eyes, thofe 

charming eyes, have pierced a heart, till now, in- 
fenfible to all the efforts of love and beauty. 

LETTICE. \AJidt to Harriet.] 

Lord f what a number of fine things all in a 
breath ! 

HARRIET. [A/do.] 

He's a well-drefled fool * that's the moft yon 
can fay of him. 

COUNT. 
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COUNT. 

Lovely mi& Harriet, you are filent ! What 
means this cold referve? Say, charming maid* 
am I to have your hand without your heart ? 

H A R R I E T. [To Lettice.] 
My hand f What does he mean ? 

LETTICB, [Afok.2 
Fm afraid I can guefs. 

COUNT* 

Adorable creature! vouchfafe me one word;. 

♦ [Going to take her hand^ Jhe pulls it back.\ 

HA RRIIT. 
Good heav'ns f what infipid fuiliaa I. 

coun, 

At leaf!, blefs me with a look. 

HARRIET. [Turning Jrm bim,y 

J?or what, fir ? 

COUNT. 
For what, my angel ? becaufe I mall very (boa 
have a right to that, and other marks of your? 
affe&ion. 

LETTICE. 

Marks of my lady's affe&idn ! Indeed* fir, I" 
believe you deceive yourfelf. 

CQUNT. 

Why, mrs. Abigail, do you think I am a perfoik 
to be defpis'd? 

LETTICE. [Making a low aurtefr.J 

Oh I lord, fir,, by no means ! 

COUNT. 
If high birth, a title, figure, and an agreeable 
peribn, can pleafe, I think I may pretend ■ ■ ■ ■ 

HARRIET. 
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HARRIET. 

Doubtlefs r fir, you have abundance of merit j. 

but - ■ 

COUNT. 

Kill me not ; O cruel, but angelical maid L 

HARRIET. 

Angelical \ Indeed, fir, I am but a fimple 

mortal. 

COUNT. 

A mortal ? Blafpheme not fuch heavenly perfec- 
tions. You are a gdddefs ! A divinity ! Made- for 
love and adoration. 

HARRIET. 
For heav'ns fake, truce with your high flights r . 
and defcend to talk in a ftile that I can under- 
Hand* 

COUNT. 
What muft I fay, then, to pleafe you ? 

HARRIET. 

, Nothing. * 

COUNT." 
Nothing? 

L E T T I C E. 
Yes, fit; for my lady chutes to be adored in 

filence. 

COUNT. 
Indeed ! then, Tarn mute; loft to the power of 
utterance : but, permit me, thus lowly bending at 
your feet, to gaze on you with tacit love and ad- 
miration ; and judge of my paflion from my re- 
spectful filence. [Mere be kneels to Harriet, and 

makes Io^e f affefiedly, in dumb Jbenv. ] 

LETTICE, , 

Well, may I die. if this is not an admirable 
&ene. 

H AHMET.. 
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HARRIET. 

I (hall lofe all patience. Come, Lettice. 

[Going.'} 

LETTICE. [To Count Spangle, who fiill remains on 

bis km ft.] 

Do not let us difturb you, fir ; we (hall be back 
again prefently. 

C O IT N T. [Laying bold of Harriet V gown.] 

By heav'ns you mall not leave me thus P but 
ft ay, and hear me recount the joys, the extafks, 
we ihall tafte, when blefled in the poflefiion of each 
other- 

HARRIET. [AJidi to Letticc] 
Joys! ecftafies! poflelfion! Mercy on me, Let- 
tice ! I tremble, left my father mould have en- 
gaged my hand. 

COUNT. 
Yes, tomorrow L Tomorrow I you are to be my 
charming bride ; and I, the beloved and happy 
hufband of the lovelieft of her fex. 

HARRIET. 
How! I your bride? 

COUNT* 
Yes, adorable mifs Harriet. My ancle and your 
father have this inftant fettled the preliminaries*, 
and I flew hither, ort the wings of love, to give 
you notice of it ; but, instead of exprefling equal 
rapture oo your fide, you - 

BELLMOUR. 

You muft look for no raptures here, Fl la flu re 
you fir. Your brilliant figure will have no efFed 
on this lady's heart. 

COUNT. 
And why fo, pray I 

BELL* 



*» 
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BELLMOUR. 

Becaufe it is already engaged. 

COUNT. 
Oh, mighty well ; then I fhall difengage in 
that's all. I have a happy talent at difmiffing a 
rival. 

BELLMOUR. 
And yet, there is a perfon in the world, who,, 
perhaps, may ftand his ground, in defiance to thi* 
happy talent of yours. 

COUNT. 

Who is he ? 

BELLMOUR. 
He who loves the beft, and is the xnoft beloved- 

COUNT. 

What prating fellow is this? Heark'e, mao„ 
do you know who you are fpeaking to ? 

BELLMOUR. 
Truly, I have not that honour; but, nevertne^ 
left, 1*11 anfwer for it, you'll «be obliged to lower, 
your topfail. 

COUNT. 

*Sdeath L friend, don't provoke me* If yo»» 
have any regard to yourfelf, go about your bo~ 
finefs. 

BEL LM OUR. 
I am not a perfon to be eafily frightened, fir, 
as I am ready to convince you, if you think pro* 
per, 

COUNT. 
Fire and fury ! Quit the place, this ihflant, or, 
by all that's facred 
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SCENE Laft. 

Enter the BARON, and ME AN WELL. 
\Tbe Baron runs and catches Bellmour in his arms.\ 

BARON. 

My dear mr. Bellmoar, let me embrace you. 

I heartily felicitate your on the happy change in 

your affairs ; and am rejoiced that your merit is 

rewarded with fo noble a fortune, as I find my 

worthy friend, mr. Meanweli, lias referved for 

you. 

BELLMOUR. 

My dear baron, yoor friendly joy augments my 

down. 

COUNT. [AfcU.] 

My dear mr. JJellour! my dear baron ! Zounds* 
1 have miftaken my man, I believe. 

HARRIET. [A fide to Lettice.] 

Good God! Lettice, what do I hear! 

LETTICE. [4/kle.] 

Hear ? why, that your lover is rich, when you 
thought him a beggar. 

HARRIET. 

Heav'n fend it may have no ill effect upon his 

•heart. 

LETTICE. 

Amen, fay I, fince you wifli it ; but, in good 
faith, it is hard trufting to the fex. 

HARRIET. 

Peace ! I will not harbour fo bafe a thought of 
him. 

BARON. 

Mr. Meanweli tells me, he already acquainted 
you with our intentions ; and I am now come to 

let 



*6 The L E G A C Y ; Or, 

let yon know, that we have fettled every thing, 
and only wait for your confent. I am ready to 
give you my niece ; and my good neighbour here, 
afiiires me, that you are ready to accept her hand. 
She'll pleafe you, my boy, or I'm much miftaken. 
This young gentleman is her brother, who came 
up to town fince you left us, and is, as you fee, 
a good pretty figure of a fellow ; well bred ; a 
man of quality ; and, with all thefe accomplifh- 
•ments, has a very large fortune, which he is wil- 
ling to < be flow on this young lady, in confideralioti 
of her merit and beauty. She has not quite (o 
much money as I could wifli, and, indeed, ima- 
gined at firft ; but no matter — Come, nephew, let 
•one introduce you to your brother-in-law that is to 
be. A little acquaintance with him will make you 
think yourfelf happy in fuch a relation. Embrace 
him, I fay, and be better acquainted. 

COUNT. [Going lip to Bellmour in confufon.] 

Sir — I — Upon my honour, I am extremely forry, 
fir — my mrftake — but I hope — 

BELLMOUR. 

You feem furpris'd, my lord— Let this teach 
you, not always to judge of a man from his-drefs. 

COUNT. 
You are perfectly right, fir : before Gad, I am 
really immeniely confounded-: — but, I afk your par- 
don, from the bottom of my foul. 

BELLMOUR. [Embracing him.] 

And I as heartily give it you. Now, dr 9 £7* 
tht Baron.] I mud undeceive you. 

BARON. 

^Undeceive me ! Jiow ? 

SELL* 
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< BELLMOUR, 

By telling you, that I fhould elleem it a fmgular 
honour and happinefs, to accept the hand yoa offer 
me, if I was not already engag'd. 

M E A N W E L L. 

.Engag'd ? what do you mean ? 

XHTTICl [4/fc*J 
Now for it, madam. 

HARRIET. lAJidc] 

Support me, Lettice. I can hardly breathe. 

MEANWELL. 

Sure, Bellmour, you have not play'd the fool, 
and marry'd unknown to your friends ? 

BELLMOUR, 
No, fir, I am not yet marry'd ; but I am bound, 
by love and honour* in as flritt ties as tbofe of 
matrimony, that no authority, no conGde ration, 
fhall ever make me renounce. 

HARRIET. 

Lettice, I revive. 

LETTICE. 
Bleflings on him ! 

MEANWELL. 
This is very extraordinary ; but, come, unbo- 
fora yourfelf with freedom, and let us know the 
perfon to whom you have thus engag'd yourfelf. 

BELLMOUR. 
I fhall imitate your generous example, fir, who 
*night foeafily have with- held the large fortune you 
have put me in poJTeffion of; and, with an open- 
nefs equal to your own, reveal to you the whole 
fecret of my inmoft foul. It is out of my power, 
to return your .goodnefs, by complying with your 

~ prefent 
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;prefent requeft; what I can do, I am ready to 
|>erform. Thus, on my knees then, let me en- 
treat you to grant me the lovely Harriet for my 
-wife : or, in cafe you think me undeferving of fo 
precious a gift,, take back the fortune you have fo 
lately given me, which can have no charms for 
me, if I am not permitted to ihare it with the only 
woman I have found worthy of my love. 

COUNT. 
But heark'e, my dear, you know very well that 
?his lady is intended for me. The affair is deter- 
mined, irrevocably fixed. 

3 E L L M O U R. 

If fo, together with her hand, take die legacy 
her father referved for me. 

•C O U N T. 

With all my heart : x and,' to mow you that I do 
nor bear malice, I am willing to lie under this ob- 
ligation to you. 

B A R O N, [% the Count.] 

How, fir ! is not your own fortune and mine 
fufficient to fatisfy you ? without— 

COUNT. 
To be Aire, nuncle j but, you know that my 
honour is concerned in vindicating my claim to 
the lady j and, fince this gentleman infills that the 
legacy {hall go with her ; why, it would be bru- 
tal, to the laft degree, to refufe fo generous an 
■offer. 

MEA/NWELL. • 
This offer Ihews all the noblenefs of Bellmour's 
ibul ; but I mould be an infamous wretch to take 
advantage of it. No j the legacy (hall be his. 
As to my engagements, as a man of honour, 
I cannot break them. Harriet Hull be your's ; 

but 
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Bat you muft tafc her without a fortune, as I have 
-already told your uncle. 

BHLMOUR, 
I hope, however, you will permit the lady to 
/peak for herfelf. I am fenfible, you are too ten. 
der and indulgent a parent,, to engage your daugh- 
ters hjind, without consulting her fentiments in 
regard to the , perfon you propofe her to pafs the 
remainder of her life with. * 

MEANWELL. 
Rightly obferved. 

B A RO^, 

Well then, madam, give me leave -to aft you 
if my nephew has the happinefs o/pleafing you r ' 

-ME AN WELL. 

Oh, I can anfwer for her. Yes. 

L E T T I C E. 

^nd I fay, No. 

MEANWELL. 

[To the Baron.] Be not furpris'd, f, r; 1 am well 
coavinc d of my daughter's prudence and vi« w 

L E T T I C E. 
Very true, fir; but, notwithftanding all that 
my miftrefs xannot help it, if another ha, fcS 
the way to her heart, and 

MEANWELL. 

Why, is there fiich an one ? Who is he * -Sneak 

LETT ICE. ?P C **- 

Way, nay, fte's of age to anfwer for herfelf 

TeU me this inftant, what is his name ? 

TJ HARRIET. 

I dare not. 

Vol. IK. c 

^ MEAN* 



jo The LEGA C V; Or, 

M8ANWBU 

Dare not ! Tell roc, I &y . 

LETTICE, 

Why, His name .is 

MEANWELU 

• What? 

t, E T T I C t. 

CanH you guefs, now ? 

'Sdeath i don't play with my impatience. 

LETTICE. [¥*f**g Bdknour wwmfc #*.] 

Why, take the man and the waaie together, then. 

MEAN WHL, o . 

JJow ! Bellmoarr! Is th» *«e, Harriet f 
It is, lir. I cojafcfs it. 

BELLMOUi 

Thus, on my knees, let me than* : you for jo 
•eirous a confcffion. iKneds and k&s her band.] 

* HARRIET. 

Rife, fir, for heath's fake4 I am overwhelm d 

with confufion. 

BARON, [To /& Count. J 

The town is taken, nephew j we had beft draw 

off our troops. 

MIAKWHl, 
U*on my honour, baron, Iw« entirely igno- 
rant 5 this 7 ; as you may ju*ge by my furpnze- 
It h what 1 never once dreamt or. 

BARON. 
1 fee no rtrfon why yon flamld \* f«P"^- 
They have been long acqwintcd with each other ; 
and, I think, you might eafily havc-~- 

MEAN- 
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MEAN^WEU, [T# BeUmour.] 

And have you really a paffion for jny daughter 
likewife? 

BELLMOlfRi 

I havelovM her from her earlieft infancy ; and 
it was in order to make myfelf worthy of her, 
that I undertook the long voyage in which I hate 
-undergone fo many fuffcrings. 

COUNT. 

I am ferry for it, with all my foul ; but I muft 
tell you, that I love mifs Harriet a* well as you 
can do, and am not a perfon to refign my claim to 

any man living £ To Meanwell] Look you, 

fir, you have given me your word, and I (hall in- 
fill upon your keeping k. 

MEANWELL, 
It is no longer in my power, fir. I cannot 
make my daughter mifetable for life, by marrying 
•her againft her inclinations. She has placed them 
on thw yotrag gentleman ; he is defervmg of them ; 
and, 1 think, 1 (hotrid ad unjuHIy in refafing my 
content. 

BARON. 

Come, nephew, I fee you mull give up your 
pretenfions. 

MEANWELL; 

I hope, baron, you will pardon i- ■ 

BARON. 

No excofes, my good friend ; I cannot blame 
you in the lead. 

COUNT. 

I flatter'd myfelf, mifs, you would think me 
deferring of your hand: however, you will repent 
having rofafed mc, take my word for it. 

C t- HARRIET. 



1 
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HARRIET. 

I mnft ftand to the confequences, my lord. 

COUNT. 
You are blinded by a foolifh fondnefs, at pre- 
(cat; but, when time and expedience have opened 
your eyes, you will fee your error*; and confe(s 
you had better have made choice of me ; you wilj, 
indeed, my princefs. But, I would have you fave 
.yourfelf the .trouble of an application to me, in 
that cafe; for, I (hall leave you to your fate, I 
alfure you, without vouchsafing you one fingle fyl- 
lable of comfort. 

HARRIET. 

And you might have fav'd yourfelf the trouble 
of fo ridiculous a declaration. 

BARON. 

Body o'me, nephew, you *re a great coxcomb. 
I always thought you too vain j and now I am 
confirmed in my opinion. Madam, give me leave 
to allure you, that, had I known your affe&ion 
for this gentleman, and his for you, I would ne- 
ver have been the inftrument of difturbing the 
happinefs of two perfons f« deferving of each 
ofter. Forgive me, mr. Bellmour, for the invo- 
luntary fault I was guilty of, in obftru&ing your 
happinefs. Ydu are now going to enjoy the re- 
ward due' to your meri: and constancy, from the 
hands of the mod noble andxlifinterefted of men. 
[Pointing to Meanwell.] Let his example be the 
rule of your conduct through life ; and, like him, 
you'll tafte a fatisfadion known only to the good 
and worthy ; 

Who, for fair honour, riches difregard, 
And trull to virtue, as it's own reward. 



« * 
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ACT L 8 C E N E I. 
. £•/«• WEALTHY W SUBTLE. 

* 

SUBTLE. 

ON G E more I muft tell yon, &r % that the onfy 
way to reform yoor foo, is to get him a wife 
out of hand. 

WEALTHY; 

4. wife I why what woman do'fl think wilF ven- 
ture on him, loaded a$ he is with debt, immera'd 
in debauchery, and rained in his credit ? 

SUBTLE, 
I'll warrant yoa there are tbofe wh* would ten- 
-tore on him, notwithftanding ail this.- 

C ^ WEALTHY. 
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WEALTHY. 
But I really could not anfwer it to my consci- 
ence, to give my confent even if he was Starving ; 
and might have the greateft fortune in Paris*. 

SUBTLE. 

Upon my word, fir, your feem violently enraged 
againSl him.- 

WEALTHY. 

* * 

And have I not fufficient reafon, think you ? Be- 
fides, what vexes me more than all the reft, is, that 
hi* bad conduct has been the means of breaking, off 
a' match with a mod amiable young woman, for 
whom I designed him; and who, by her merit, good- 
nature and virtues, would have made him the hap- 
pieft of all men. 

SUBTLE. 
By your description of the lady I mould pre* 
fume it was mifs Ifabella whom you defigned fox 
him. 

WEALTHY. 
' The fame. But I have too great a friendship 
and regard for her to make her miferable. Un- 
gracious wretch ! I am refolved never to fee him 
more ; and 1 charge him never to appear before 
me again. 

SUBTLE. 

But after all, my dear fir, what occafion is there 
for afl this outcry ? Your fon has done no more 
than all the young fellows of his age do now-a- 
days. 

WEALTHY. 

Hold your tongue, firrah ! I know what reafon I 
have to be offended with him, an d ' ■ 

SUBTLE. 
For God's fake, fir, do»'t pat yourfelf in a paf- 
fion ; I only defire yon to hear me a few words. 

wealthy. 
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WEALTHY. 

Well, mr. rafcal, pray what can you fay in ex- 
cufe for him ? 

SUBTLE. 

Ay* ay* you may abufe me as much as yoa 
pleafe * bat I (hall fpeak only what is reafonable. 
Do yon think that nothing is to be allowed for 
youth? Come, come, fir; you had your frolicks 
and your fancies, at* his years. 

WEALTHY. 

No matter what I had, jackanapes j I am fpeak* 
ing of what my fon now is. 

SUBTLE. 

Well, he is a* rake; and have not you been the 
fame ? 

WEALTHY. 

No, impudence ! tho* I was all life and gaiety in 
my' younger days, yet my whole ftudy was how to 
get money. 

' SUBTLE. 

And his is how to fpend it. I am fore the one is 
a much more noble paffion than the other. 

WEALTHY. 
Look'e, Subtle, one word is as good as a hun- 
dred. I have done with him ;. he has nothing fur- 
ther to expect from me. 

SUBTLE. 

Good, good, ftay now. With alf this violent 
rage of yours, I would venture to lay a handfome 
wager that you doat on him Hill. 

WEALTHY. 
I ! on the contrary I hate, J deteft him ; I'— 
tWhat is the fcoundrei laughing at I 

<."/ ' " c% 5 * Jftrftht. 
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SUBTLE. 

Excufe me, fir, bat I cannot help it for the 
foal of me ; when I hear fo fond a parent as I know 
you to be* talk of hating fo amiable a fon as my 
matter. 

WEALTHY. 

Why, I believe, Subtle, he has good principles *. 
he is found at heart, hey ? '' 

SUBTLE. 
Lord, fir t he has the be ft heart in the world :. 
and then his duty and tenderaefc for you are inex- 
preifible. 

WEALTHY. 
I always thought it r and I have (aid as much to* 
tnr. Truman, but he will not believe it; nor fuffer 
me for fame time paft to liften to the di&ates of a? 
father's love. " 

SUBTLE. 

That fame friend of your*s, fir,, give me leave to 
fay it, is an implacable tyrant.' 

W B A L T H Y. 

He is rather toa fevere, that's certain *> but this- 
ytry fevericy has been of great ufe to me : I havr 
always profited by his advice,. Subtle. 

SUBTLE. 
Sir ? 

WEALTHY. 

I could wifh to place a confidence in thee, Sub- 
tle; but thou haft fo often deceived me. 

SUBTLE. 
Never, fir I when your paid me handfomelju. 

Rafcal ! 

v SUBTLE. 

Rafcal ? there again ! I Aiftlofe myfetf to yo* 

Without xtferve, and you call mc rafcal. Now, in 
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107 opinion, nothing can be a ftronger mark of a 
nan of hoaour than plain: dealing. . 

WEALTHY. 

And is it the mark of a man of honour to take 
money on both fides too ? 

SUBTLE. 
Why, fir j when I take money from yoar fon, it 
is for telling him what you fay of him ; when I 
take it from you, it is to acquaint you with what 
he does. Now, by telling him the reflections yoo 
make on his conduct, 1 farniih him with fo many 
lefFons of morality for amending it : and by giving 
you an account of his follies and extravagancies, I 
give you an opportunity of redrefing them. So 
that by which foever party I am paid, yoo muft 
confefs I get the money honeftly. Lord blefe me, 
ftr ; you cannot think what a tender confoience X 
have. 

WEALTHY. 
Well! well! bat to come to the point. — Tell 
me, Subtle, there's a good lad j and tell me truly, 
what foxt of a difpofition is my fon in at pre (en t ? 

SUBTLE. 
Why, fir ; if T am not much miftaken, he be- 
gins to fee his folly; and is heartily tired of bein£ 
perpetually harrafied by his creditors and his mi* 

ftrefles. 

WEALTHY. 

I believe yon are in the right, Subtle j for £. 

have obferved for thefe three or four days pad, he 

has not ftirred out of the houfe* Whence comes 

titis fuddea change T 

SUBTLE, 

From a love of liberty, fir, 

WIALTHTt 
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WEALTHY. 

How \ can a love of liberty make a man confine 
Tiimfelf? 

SUBTLE. 

Undoubtedly, fir. 

WEALTHY. 
I don t underfland you. 

SUBTLE. 

Why, then, you mud know, fir $ that there ase 
four or five honed gentlemen in daily waiting at our 
^ate, who the inftant they (hould fet their eyes 
upon my m after, would mod earnedly intreat him 
•to go along with them to a certain place on the 
•other fide the water : nay, they would even them- 
selves be at the trouble of fhewing him the way 
thither. 

WEALTHY. 

How ! what ! — Has he any bad affair upon hi* 

lands* 

SUBTLE.. 

Troth has he* fir. Oh ! he is mod cruelly per- 
fected. 

WEALTHY. 

I'm. in a cold, fwtat ! perfecuted ? by whom? 

SUBTLE. 
Some old friends of his, fir ; who are now be- 
come his mod implacable enemies. 

WEALTHY. 

Who are they ? Doll know their names I 

SUBTLE. 

Ay, marry do I, as well as my own. The ftrft 
is called mr. Selvedge ; the fecond mr. Tinfel ; the 
third mr. Fafhion; and the fourth mr. Ragout. 

WIALTHT, 
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WEALTHS, 

Zounds ! what names are here? Were thefe fel- 
lows my fans friends ? 

SUBTLE, 

His mod intimate ones. This one furnimed 
him with the fineft broad cloth ; the other with the 
richeft lace and embroidery ; the third made his 
cloaths in the moft faihionable manner ; and the 
fourth fet off his- table in the mofo elegant tafte. • 
But alas ! fuch is the inconftancy of man : thefe 
very people, wearied out with (hewing him a then- 
fend civilities, for which be never made them any 
return, are now determined to {hut him up in a 
jail for the remainder of his life, to puaifh him 
for his ingratitude, as they call it. 

WEALTHY. 

Ah ! I understand thee ; they have each a writ 

againft him. 

SUBTLE. 

Neither better nor worfe, indeed, fir. 

W E A L T H Y. 

But tell me; does he owe thefe Worthy. gentle- 
men- any great fum I 

S U B V T L E. 
A mere trifle ! not worth mentioning. 

WEALTHY." 
Well, but what may the whole amount to ? 

SUBTLE. 
In all I believe ;— ftay ; — ay ;— in all I think it 
may amount to about five thoufand pounds ; a little 
more or lefs. 

WEALTHY. 

Oons I von abominable rafcal ! Do 7.00 call five 
thoufand pounds a trifle r" % 

SUBTLE, 
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aVB t L E< 

A more nothing for a man of yoor fubftftncs to 
pay ; and for a beloved (on too. 

WEALTHY. 

Get out of Wf fight f get out of my fight ! or 

I'll treat you as you deferve.i— Ei*e thousand 

pounds I 

SUBTLE. 

Mighty well, fiF j — eatremeJy< well > »r. Weal- 
thy, thii is very genteel ttfege.— But let me tell 
you, fir, you may have occanofr for my fiurvices | 
and then you ftiall pay handsomely for them 1 allure 
you, [<**/»*.] 

WEALTH Y. [Lifting up bit ( *nt\ 

Come back, ipr. rascal T I have » word or two 
to fay to you yet 

SUBTLE,. 
Sir! I kifs your hand, [£***. 

SCENE IL 
tf«/#r TRUMAN. 

WFALTHV. \WMmg «*•« m -a faffo*.] 
Five thoufand pound* a trifle ! what a villain I 
He has put my blood in a ferment I Ah! my dear 
friend, are you here ; well, what have you done ? 

TRUMAN, [ffiwjy bimfrptri\\ 

Here are difcharges from twelve of the credi- 
tors. As I beftirred myfelf in the affair,. I have 
fraught you off for a thoufand pounds this boat $ 

WEALTHY. 

Well, we mufr have patience, 

TRUMAN, 
Jgad I have faved yoaa wx>4 6vo hundred \ T 
food to the fluff* threatened, fwore, wheedled. 

In 
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In more, the apprehenffons of fating the whole,, 
made thefe bloodsuckers hearken tot&fon. 

WEALTHY. 
How much I am obliged to you, my good- 
friend ; and how fincerely ought I to make this- 
Spendthrift of a fon fmart for the trouble and ex- 
pence he puts' me to. 

TRUMA» 

Let him only ftill fuppofe hrmfelf crrtt hcarf and 4 
ears in debt ; and tkac yon are neither able nor 
willing to* pay them for him : aad tfcko my word 
for it thifr will be a Efficient puni&meitf. I know 
he is already grieved to* the foul, at having incur- 
red your difpleafure ; and am persuaded that in the 
xnidil of all his extravagancies, which the bad com*: 
pany he has kept has drawn him into, he has flilf 
preserved a flock of honour and duty", and is at 
iie bottom a good fom 

WULTBV. . 
A good fon T ah, my friend f. 

TRUMAN; 
Yes, mr. Wealthy, I repeat it ; a good fbn*. 
Some of his friends, men of character, and whofe 
words may be depended upon* have aflured me that 
he fincerely laments the uneafmels he cau/esybu; 
and is under the mtrfV dreadful apprehenfion* left 
yon fhoold come to* the knowledge of his* being, 
fo deeply in debt. Nay, he is oven at this prefent 
time «£»g all the method! he cm devife to appeafe- 
his creditors : and not above adajr or (wo ago he 
brought three of than* to my hoiife* and vpdn his 
knees entreated me to firtuty them, 

WEALTHY, [Wiping kir ep*.] 

Upoakbki*eeH poor bey! my heart bleeds foe 

kim* 

\ 

TKVAdAIN 



64 The GEDiEROGS ARTIFICE? Or, 

TRUMAN. 

Accordingly I paid them with your money, pre- 
tending it was my own, and obliged him to give' 
me his note for the payment, which I now return 
you. You may fuppofe I promifed him not to take 
any -notice of it to you, but at the fame time I 
rated him foundly. 

WEALTHY. 

- I hope you was not too fevere upon him. 

r T R U M A N. 

Not enough fo — However if there is any truth in 
man, you will fee a furprifmg change in him. 

WEALTHY. 
Heavens grant it, and that he may at length 
make himfelf worthy of efpoufing the daughter of 
Our depeafed beiiefattor. 

TRUMAN. 

That is what I wifti as earneftly as you can do * 
and to fay the truth, I do not defpair of it. 

WEALTHY. 

. Indeed ! Why then let us haften to put him out of 

Lis paid. 

TRUMAN. 

What do you mean ? 

WEALTHY. 
To let him know that I have paid all his debts. 

TRUMAN. 

Mercy on us ! take care what you dd ; things are 
not ripe for fuch a difcovery yet ; he mud bke of 
the bridle a little longer. I make it my bufineft 
every time I fee him, to tell him, that you have 
ruined yoarfelf for him, and .that if it was not for 
my afiiftance,. you could no longer live with credit 
in the world. 

WEALTH *. 
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WEALTHY. 

' Audi what does he fay to that ? 

TRUMAN. 

He weeps, tears his hair, and is ready to lay 
violent hands-on himfelf. 

WEALTHY. [Wiping bit gut.] 

Can there be a more dutiful child ! I'll go to 
him this inftant, and 

TRUMAN. 
' And What? 

WEALTHY. 

. Tell him I forgive him, and that I have paid 
all his debts ; for do you know the poor fool is now 
a prifoner in this houfe.— — You (mile ! 

• TRUMAN. 
I- do, this is a trick that I have play'd him 

WEALTHY. 
That you have play'd him ! 

TRUMAN. 
Yes. 

WEALTHY. 

But how > Why ? Wherefore f 

TRUMAN. 

I'll tell you then — but heark, I hear fome one 
coming this way — Let us retire to the clofet, and 

I will tell you the whole affair. Odfo ! it is your 

fon himfelf ; what a deje&ed air he has ! 

WEALTHY. 
My heart bleeds ! I can fcarcely fupport the 
fight ; however Til call up all my refolution, and 
fecond you as much as poffiblc. 

TRUMAN. 

Be refolute and fevere. 

WEAL" 
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WEALTHY. 

Never fear me; yon mall £m how cruel r will to* 
to hint now. 

SCENE ID, 

Enter CLERIMONT. 

WRALTHY, 

So* fir I methinks you are very bold to dare come 
into my prefence ! Have I not forbid you to appear 
in my fight ? Let me never fee yon again. 

CLERIMONT. 

Sir, you {ball be obey'd. I came hither to feek 
H>r Suhde, not expelling to meet with you. 

WEALTHY. 

I fay, I command yoa never to appear before me 
again.— —Oh, my friend, lean hold oat no longer*. 

[Afide to Truman^ 

TRUMAN. [4fiJt to Wealthy.] 

Leave the room then as quick as poflible. 

CLERIMONT. 

It is enough, fir ; rather, rt is enough, 

WEALTHY.. [In fftat agitation.] 

Father J Call me no more by that name— — 
for look'e, my dear boy I— I am fo incen&d 
againft you— And yet I hope— -No, I hope for 
nothing.— You are a wretch unworthy of my 
tendernefs— a Farewel,,my child Endea- 
vour to amend your conduct \ your father entreats 

it of you- — Or by all that's facred, Pll Let 

m* begone, I know not what I fay. \Afide to Tru- 
man, and Exit. } 

SCENE 
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ft .C E N E IV. 

What can wy father mean? ow word? and looks 
little agree with one. another. What am I t* 
think? 

TRUMAN. 

Can you not perceive that you. have driven him 
to defpair» The' poor old gendeman's. brain i* 
turned. 

CLJIHIMONT. 

Sure yw have net tetd him* ■■ ■ 

TRtfKTAN 1 , 
Is there bccafipn to fell hrm any* thing more thai- 
what voar follies and extravagancies daily iniorp^ 

him ? ' 

eLER-ixroirT. 

My follies and extravagancies, fir ! 

T R V M A W. 

Nay, nay, never pot yourfelf in a paffion ; t 
could find a worfe name for them, bat I am willing 
to deal tenderly with yoa ftill. 

CLERmONT, 
Yoa are perfectly, in the right, for I am not fond, 
of harfli exp reifions. 

. . TUVMAN. 
Nor I of iniblcnt airs : befides yon know they 
cannot impofe upon me. 

CLERIMONT, 
Mighty well, fir, —but no matter; there is a 
Certain age, at which' a man may fay any thing. 
However yon talk rather too much like the old 

T* ti wan; 



1 
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TRUMAN. 

And yoaafitoo mttch like a.youig one. 

CLERIMONT. 

* Sir^ou ufed me fike a dog the other day; like 
fye vileft flave that 

TRUMAN. 
I ufed you as yotrdeferved: 

' ' CLERIMONT. 

"• As I deferved \ *Tis well ! 1 mail remember this, 

TRUMAN/ 

Yon ought rather to remember what I have done 
for you— perhaps it may have Dipt your memory ; 
but however . my hot young fir, you may hence* 
forward get fbmebody e]fe to pay your debts. If 
any of your creditors apply to me again, lihaH 
fend them to your father, .1 aflure you. 

'CLERIMQNT. 
For God's fake, nir. Truman, what do you 
»ean ?• Would you drive me to defpair ? 

TRUMAN. 

To defpair, quotha? No, no, you are in no 
danger of that ; but I mud tell you, Clerimont, 
that I tremble for the confequences of that haughty 
Impatient temper of yours. Odfo, I mould not 
wonder to fee you treat your father himfelf witti 
difrefpect, after your behaviour to me. 

CLERIMONT. 
I would fooner fuffer a thoufand deaths. 

TRUMAN. 

And why fo ? what reafon have you to He under 
anyreftraint? The poor man has no longer any 
thing to give you ; and if your behaviour mould 
drive him to disinherit you, yoo> can be no great 
Jofer you know. 

GL» 
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CLERIMQNT. 

What do you mean ? 

TRUMAN. 

• < • 

That if it wa* not for me, ' he might want the 
common neceflaries of life. 

CLE'RIMO^. > 

Impoffible 1 : 

: - TRttMAN. 

Wilt you be pleafed only to fet down and calcu- 
late with me what yon have coft him for thefe lad 
eight or nine years only, 

CLERIMONT. 

* Oh Lord I I cannoj reckon. 

T:RFMAN. . 

True ; bat you can fpend. 

,£lerim'o*t. 

My father want the ncceiTaries oflifel Good "God 
what do I hear ? And what will -become of me ? 

TRUMAN. 
Oh ! you will do weU enough, you can live by 
< your fhifts, as many others of your ftamp have 
done, after friending aH their fubftance before- 
hand. 

CLERTM-'ONT. 
How Vl live by my fhifts ? I defcend to fuch bafe- 
uefs ! No, fir, let me tell you, when I can no 
longer live like st man of honour, I'll put an end to 
my misfortune*. 1 will, yoju may depend upoa it. 

TRUMAN. 
And how, pray?. ' 

CLERIMONT., 

As every man of honour does, when reduced to 
the laft extremity. Live by my fhifts ! 'Sdeath f 

- . TtUMAK. 
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TR9MAIT. 

The exprcffion feems to mock your delicacy 
wonderfully. 

A foal fuch as mine ft*t*s at die tlxmghtof .fitcii 

expedients. Betdsp, Iafnnp^ fy deftitute as you. 

may imagine. I am greatly in debt* iti»ttrne, -but 

at the fame time I have qoftfiderable Turns owing 

jaei 3ndcoi*ld I but venture abroad ■ ' ■■ x * t 

TRUMAN. 

What hinders you } 

CLER1MONT, 
Spare your interrogations^ ifyenpteafei I£ave 
xny reafons for keeping within doors ; and that is 
Sufficient. -j • • . .. 

. T R VM AH. ' 
You chufe retirement, perhaps ? 

CLUIMONT, 
I do fo. 

TRUMAN.. 

It re a forced choke, I am afraid/ 

CLEJIJMONT. 

Forced or not forced, it concerns not you. 

TRUMAN. 

Oh, oh, I find you have taken a difUfte t* the 
world : really this is very edifying. 

CLERIMONT. 

Zounds, fir, do yon make a jeft of me r k 

TRVKH N. 
Lord blcfs me, how irafcible you are. Bat I mol 
take my leave of you. I am going to Fafhion's, my 
tayior ; that devil of a fellow never keeps his word 
with me. 

CIB- 
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CIERIMOVT, 

Is Fafiuoa your tailor, 

T K « M A If. 

He is, and be is yoai** too, I think. Hare yoa 
.any commands for him ? 

CLERI MO N T. ' 

Only be & kind to tell him from me, that he i$ 
a damned fcoundrcl. 

TRUMAN. 

Oh, he has known that a long time, J am going 
alfo to take off fome cloth for a fuic of cloatEs foe 
your father, of a very honeft fellow of a wollea- 
draper, one Selvedge } do you know him ? 

CLERI MONT. 

Yes, by God* I know him well enough* that j» 
another fcoundreL 

TRUWAW, 

*Odfo, well remembered ! Pray can yon tell me 
where one Mr. Tinfel lives, a iaceman, I want to 
buy fome things of him for my nephew. 

CLUIMONT. 

Take good care how you deal with him, he 
cheats by the ell and yard. 

TRUMAN. 

Oh 1 he aever impofes upon people of my age, 
he cheats none but yonr young rakes of quality, 
and the elder font of good families, who take up 
his goods upaa struft, in order to difpotfe of them 
for f eady money. Aosapediea* yon are ao ftrangnr 
to, Iprefwae. It helps aae oat as adeadlift, you 
knew. ,. . Y on are 41ent. 

CLERIMONT. 

You art a malicious devfl, Mr, Truman, 
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TRUMAN.* [Lotting at bn watch.] 

'Odfo ! it is juft the hoar that I was -to be*at 
Ragout's ; there are live or fix of my intimate 
friends, and an elegant entertainment waiting for 
me. The donor of the feaft does not pay ready, 
money, indeed, but then Mr. Ragout is the mbit 
genteel perfon in his way.' And. now I think 
Of it, he has a great regard for you : mail I make 
your compliments to him ? 

CLERIMOMT, 

Oh by all means! and pray tell him from me, 
that the firft time I have the honour to fee him, I 
will wring his neck from his moulders. 

TRUMAN. 

What, have you and he quarrelled ? Upon my 
word I am very forry for it. Your fervant. [Exit. 

s 

SCENE V. 

CLERIMONT. [stione.] 

I cannot help having a refpedt for an old and 
faithful friend, other wife I mould not fo long have 
borne with his reproaches and railleries. Cruel man ! 
I fee plainly he is informed of all my affairs, and 
will not fail to make my father acquainted with 
them, who will no longer bef able to contain him- 
felf, and what reproaches (hall I have to make my- 
felf f Good heavens, I cannot think of it" without 
trembling ! Surely there is not fo unhappy a wretch 
upon earth as myfelf ! I love my father, and I am 
the caufe of his ruin :■ And for what ? For blindly 
giving into the extravagancies of a herd of fools, 
whom I defpife, and hunting after pleasures, that 
in the pofleffion baffled my expectations, and left 
me a prey to remorfe and difappbintment, with the 
lofs of fortune, character, and liberty. But what 
waves me to defperation, is, that I cannot extricate 

myfelf 
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tiayfelf out of the labyrinth into which I have run 
thro* my imprudence. I have deceiv'd women v 
who now persecute me with the noft implacable 
hatred, and have rendered royfelf hateful to the 
only woman I ever truly loved ; and I have brought 
a crowd of creditors upon me, that will not fuller 
me to enjoy a moment's peace, nor breathe in 
fafety the common air. And then what* is to be- 
come of my father r Oh thought ! thought ! thou 
art infupportable, I have nothing now left, but 
the wretch's laft refource, death, and that I am al- 
ways matter to procure to myfclf. [Exit. 
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ACT II. SCE N E I. 
CLERIMONT and SUBTLE. 

SUBTLE. 

WHAT will your father fay, when he knows 
of all thefe fine doings r 

G L E R I M O N T. 
As .you value your life, let him not know* fmgle 

fyllable. 

SUBTLE. 

I can anfwer for myfeif, but other .people'* 
tongues, you know 



■r " ' ' »' 



CLERIMONT. 

Well, we muft do as we can, however, if he 
ftiould take any notice jrf; my affairs to 700, befurc 

you deny ev,e$y thing ftoutly. 

SUBTLE. 

You may be fore of that. But pray, fir, are yon 
under any apprehenfions of being taken out of the 

houfe r _ „ m 

CLERIMONT. 

And why that queftion, pray ? 

SUBTiE. 
Becaufe I furpriz'd you juft now charging your 
piftols. What devililh defign is forming m that 
brain of yours ? 

CLERIMONT. 
To flioot a certain perfon thro' the head, who no 
longer deferves to live in the woild. 

6 SUBTLE. 
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SUBTLE. 

And pray who is this fame perfon ? 

CLERIMONT. 

Time will fliew. — I only wait 'till I have put 
foaie things in order to execute my defigo. 

SUBTLE. 

Some no&urnal rendezvous, I fuppofe ? 

CLERIMONT, 

r No, thofe follies are all at an end with me now ; 
and even if I was as much at my liberty as here- 
tofore, 1 would never quit this houfe. 

SUBTLE. 
Oh ! ho ! then it is vacation time with yoa, I 
find. Mighty well ! but there are fome poor, female 
plaintiffs I fancy, who will be terribly enraged at 
your not giving audience. 

CLERIMONT. 
Truce with raillery* Subtle, I am no longer in 
a humour to bear with it. — Leave me to my 
reflections. 

SUBTLE. 

Oh ! with all my heart. Throw yourfelf int© 
that elbow chair, and I will fquat down in this, 
and then let's fee who'll reflcd the fafteft. 

CLERIMONT: [ Speakir^ to bimfeif. ] V 

Ah too lovely, too deferring Ifabella ! 

SUBTLE. [The fame.'} 

Ah divine mrs. Lucy, flower of ferving-maids ! 

CLERIMONT. 
Why am I fo unworthy of you ? — But I will hot 
die ! — The thoughts of thee will fweeten life, and 
mitigate my defpair. 

SUBTLE. 

How ravilhing are thy fmiies ! how deferring art 

D 2 thou 
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ihou of all my tendernefs, and how worthy am I 
of pleafing thee ! . 

My feu), and all its faculties are thine, and yet 
thou knoweft it not. I (hall grieve only to part 
with you ; and my death will give yoa no uneafinefc i 

that --tha t ' ■ d iftrafls me. 

SUBTIZ, 

; When we are roarry'd how fond (halt I be of 
thee \l mail fo hug— fo kifs— fo toozle thee^r- 

f [to bis Map*} Sir, fir, what's the. matter with . 

you ? You feem furioufly agitated. 

CL BR J MONT. 
J ajn diftraclecL. 

' SUBTLE.- 

And I am quite at my eafe. 

CLERMONT. [Starting.] 
No ! I will pot die, till I have taken my laft 

farewell of her. 

.SUBTLE. 

t Whither a*e you going ? 

. fCLJSRIMONT. 

I know not— lwifc< 1 d«ad — -^"^ f; 

fly this inftant to Ifabella's apartment, and tell her 
that I earneftly defire to fpeak with her. 

SUBTLE. 

• You aftonifc me, what can you want with her ? 
confider, {he is. a modeft young lady ; you will not 
know how' to behave to her. 

CLERIMONT. - 

Alas » it is but too true ! yet no matter, flie 

has fuch an hold on my heart. 1 never loved 

any woman but her, and to overwhelm thee at once 
with furprize, know that I am ftfll more enamour d 
of her virtue than her beauty. subtli. 
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SUBTLE. 
Her virtue ? I am thunderftrudc ! enamoured of 
her virtue ? I fuppofe it is to ruin it that you are fa 
food of it. 

QLERIMONT. 

I would (boner die a thoufand deaths, than err- 
tertaia fpch a thought. Alas f why have I been fo 
long without knowing, that virtue alone is truly 
worthy of captivating the heart ? . 

SUBTLE, 

Lord, fir, yon are over head and' ears in the 
vapours ; but after all, what reafon is there to 
torment yourfelf in this manner ? are you the only 
young roan who has been guilty of follies ? time 
gets the better of all thefe things. You think your- 
self unworthy of Ifabella,. perhaps (he thinks in a 
different manner; come, come, you are not the fir ft 
libertine, who has been beloved by a girl of virtue 
and under (landing. 

CLERIMONT. 

I tell thee, Subtle, Ifabella mufthate anddejplfe 
me, I am fare of it. 

subHj." ' 

For my part, I love her maid Lucy ; I cannot fay 
whether it is on account of her virtue, fdr I never 
put it to the tryal r but I am very fare (he will re- 
turn my pafiton; 'Adad.I and here f^ie comes* with 
her miftrefs, n 

S C E N E II. 
Em* ISABELLA and LUCY. 

LUCY. 

But tiear madam, have yon really taken this 

flrange refolutioo ? . 4 : : - ; ; 

D J ISABELLA. 
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ISABELLA. 

What elfe is left me ? would'ft thou have me let 
(lip fo favourable an opportunity ? 

LUCY. 

Hum, we are overheard. 

ISABELLA. 
* Mercy upon me ! fo we are [advancing to Ckri- 
mbot] Your fervant, fir, it is fomething extraordinary 
to find you at home at this time of day, may I afk. 
what detains you within doors ? 

CLERIMONT. 
Madam, I have fome bufiqefs that—— This it 
a puzzling queflion Subtle. [Jfide to Subtle J 

SUBTLE. 

A little malicious or fo, indeed. [Walk* to tbt 
Other end of the Stage \ and coquets <witb Lucy.]' Good 
day, pretty mrs. Lucy. 

Your humble fervant, mr. Subtle, why, your 
mailer and you are in an idle humour to-day, roc- 
thinks, [Here they coquet in dumbjbew.] 

CLERIMONT. 

May I, without being impertinent, madam, aflc 

what was the refolution you was juft now fpeaking 

of? 

ISABELLA. 

It was, fir, to go and receive a legacy of five 
hundred pounds left me by an aunt, who died 

lately. 

CLERIMONT. 

I mull own, I fee nothing very extraordinary in 

fuch a refolution. 

ISABELLA. 

'■ True; but the manner in which I propose to 

lay it out may perhaps furprize you. 

... 8WBTLE. 
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SUBTLE. [Jfide to bit mafter."} 

If (he fliould have an inclination to make yon a 
prefent of it, it would come very a.propos. 

CLERIMOTTT, [AJtde to Subtle.] 

Peace ! She has too much underftanding to make 
fo ridiculous ah advance, 

SUBTLE. [4&&] 

Pot the queftion home, however ; that can do no 
hurt. 
'CLERIMONT,[T« Ifabdla, wto is going or/.'] 
Are you going, madam ? * 

ISABELLA. 

Yes, fir; fori have no time to loCe: the bufi- 
nefs is preffing, and my lawyer waits for me. 

CLERIMONT. 
Vouchfafc me a word before we part. 

ISABEL LA; 

What have ypu to fay-to me f ' 

CLER1MONT, 

May I prefume to afk one favour of you ? ; 

I S A B E L L A. 
What is that, pray, fir? 

CLERIMONt* 
To inform me what ufe yon proppfe to make of 
<thii legacy of your aunt's ? ; 

Isabella: 

It is all the fortune I 'have in the world. You 
know my. father left me young, an orphan, and 
without any dependence upon earth. Your's, with 
an excefs of generofity rarely to be paralleled, re- 
ceived the daughter of his deceafed friend as his 
own ; bred me up under his hofpitable roof; and 
has been a parent to me fn every fenfe of the word. 
But now that, by my aunt's deceafe, I am in poflef- 

D 4 fion 
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fion of wherewithal to procure me a comfortable 
fubfiilence, I am rcfolved to be no longer a burthen 
to him, but to employ the little I have in fiich a 
manner as will anfwer all my wants for the reft of 
my life. 

C L E R I M O N T. 
They muft be very circurafcrib'd then. 

ISABELLA. 
And fo they ought to be. The articles are al- 
ready drawn. 

SUBTLE. 

What does fhe mean ? articles of marriage f 

iucy. : 

No, truly, quite the contrary. 

ISABELLA. 

I am rcfolved to retire to a convent, where they 
are ready to receive me for life, in consideration of 
aligning over my fortune for my fubfiftence : and 
I declare to you, that I (hall enter a convent with 
more joy, than many others lease it to enter into 
the world again. 

QLERIMO N" T. 
Good God ! what can have obliged you to form 
fo ftrange a defign ? and fo fuddenly too ? 

ISABELLA. 
Can you ask that queftioa ? It is yourfeif ; it i» 
you who are the caufe. . 

CLERIMON.T. 
Amazement 1 I, madam ! I the caufe ? 

ISABELLA. 

You, and you alone. 

CLERIMONT. 
What is it you tell me? 

ISABELLA* 
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Tte trutk. Say, fir* id it not you who navf 
ruined your father ? 4 

CLERIMONT. 

Who has told you fo? 

ISABELLA, 

Himfelf. He complaint of if vfith tear" si. in' lh is 
eyes ; every day, every hour; trcety moment, ft 
was but this very morning, in my?prefence^ that he 
fighed, and took on. in fech a manner as would 
have pierced the noil obdurate heart. It is -now 
above three years that I have been a burthen to 
him ; and heaven knows wit£ whpt fatisfaflion I 
now find myfelf ponefled of at fm all' pittance, that 
enables me to, provide for 'myfelf, arfd'rid him of 
that burtKen j and mould I riot think tfiy'felf to be 
the moft unworthy' 6f all creatures, if I did not 
make that ufe of the fupport wnich heaven has] 
fent me; which my unhappy fituation dictates to 
me. 

CLERIMONT. * - : . I 

Alas * what yoo fay is but too j-uih > Farewell; 
too lovely Ifabella; I fhall not long regret ^pe*u# 
lofs. 

ISABELLA; [&£rfy.] I - * • - ^ 

I believe you, fir 

l u c y. ,. : 

A very pretty cpmplimettt^ truly I . a 'mighty af- 
fe^qnate farewell... .; . ; > t ,. £ ;j j:,,v 

CLERIMONT. Vj:.iv 

More aift&kmaie than you ioiagitie, 'Lucy, 

SVBTL t. [To Lucy, 'bJificiyitif;] 

Are folks regretted after,they are dead, Lucy ? 

,>UC V. • .. 
Why ? do you think your mailer is going to die ? 

D 5 SUBTLB. 
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SUBTLE, 
. Ay, and I too I can tell you, if you mould fol- 
low your miflrefs. 

LUCY. 

Madam, this claims fomc attention, 

ISABELLA. 

Pflia i you fool \ canft thou not perceive that 
both -mailer and man are making a jeft of us ? Ii 
there any reafon to believe, from the life mr. Cle- 
rimont has led, that he is a man to die for love ? 
What a fimple wench art thou, to give heed to fuch 
id e flonriihes 1 

CLERIMONT. [In great agitation.] 
Madam! madam f do not drive me to defpair. 
I cannot drefs my paffion up in apt terms to pleafe 
a lady's ear ; but I am prepared to give you the 
moil udeniable proofs of it, by facrificing my life 
this inflant at your feet. I am, madam; lam — 

SUBTLE. [To Lucy.] 

I am not quite fo well prepared as my mafter ; 
btt I would not have you tempt me too far ; pr'ylhee 
do not. - 

LUCY. 

Lord, madam, they make me tremble! 

ISABELLA. [With an air of d if Jain.] 

Is it poffible any creature can be fo credulous ? 

CtBRlMO!KT. [Attempting to draw bisfivord.] 

Well, then, cruel fair one, if you mull- be con- 
vinced-— 

ISABELLA. [Holding him.} 

Good heavens, mr. Clerimont ! what are you 
about to do ? 

SUBTLE. 

Make hafte to prevent me, Lucy, or I fljall— 

k 9 

■ . * j * * 

LUCY. 
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LUCY, 
Oh ! I am in no fuch hurry. 

SUBTLE. 
Faith you arc in the right ; — I will not kill my- 
felftif] I have feen you fafe in the convent; but 
then — look to it 

CLERIMONT. [Haflily ft Ifabella.] 

Confefs this infant that you believe I love you ; 

ISA-BELLA.' 

* 

Well, well, I do believe it. 

CLERIMONT. 
That I adore you. 

ISABELLA. [Tenderly] 

Weil, I will beHeve all you would have me. 

CLERIMONT. - 
And that I (hall die with regret for your lofs^ if 
I do not die before you enter the convent. 

ISABELLA. 
Before I enter the convent ! 

CLERIMONT. 

Yes, madam. Believe what I how telT yon, and 
I (hall die contented. 

ISABELLA. 
I mail confefs you furprize me. I had not the 
lead reafon to expeel fuch a behaviour from you ; 
but your words carry an air of truth that convince 
me ; and I cannot. refrain from owning that I am 
fenfible 

CLERIMONT. 
You overjoy me. To this goodnefs add that of 
promifing me that you will not enter the convent till 
after I have difpofed of this wretched being. 

IS/BELLA. 
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ISABELLA. 
Good God [ what do you mean ? 

CLERIMONT. 
In all probability you will not long remain &. 
Granger to my meaning. t>o me the kindnefs 19 
a flu re my father, from me, how fenfibly I am 
grieved at having fo barbardutiy abufed his good- 
nefe. WHI yoo promife me what I now afk of you ? 
I conjure you to do it by all that you hold mofr. deai*. 
Once more, adorable Ifabella, farewell. 

ISABELLA. 
Yes, Clerimont, I do promife you, — I fwear. — I 

-* Lucy, let us quit this place ; his'looks terrify 

me, I am ready to faint. 

[Exeunt Ifabella and Lucy.] 

S C EN E IIL 

SUBTLE. 

Do you know, • my ever-honoured mafter, that 
you talk in a very un accountable manner ? And 
then, your look* carry fuch defpair in them, that 
they terrify every one ; and me more than the 
reft. Give me leave to a fit you one little ques- 
tion, and promife me you will not be angry. 

CLERIMONT. 

I promife thee I will not. 

SUBTLE. 
Well then, under correction, are yon going 
mad? 

CLERIMONT. [S^bing.] 

Wretch that lam ! Doft thou remember what 
ifabella told me concerning my father ? I am no 
longer worthy to live. 

SUBTLE. 
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SUBTLE. [K$*g lis band.] 

My dear, dear mafter ! 

CLERIMONT, 
Be comforted, Subtle; I lhaH not forget thy 
faithful fervices. 

SUBTLE. [Cry/**.] 

Lord blefs me, fir ! what would you be at ? 
Forget them, forget them ; io you do bat live. 
Mercy on as i yoa talk as if yoa was going to 
make your will. 

CLERIMONT. \Witb a refilute air.] 

No I I am not to be moved. I charge thee, 
Subtle, not to afflicl thyfelf : if thou doft, ft will 
be the worfe for thee, 1 1 can allure you. 

'srj B Tl E. 

Zounds! what does he mean? \Afi&.\, I» 
fir ! I afflict myfeH7 not I indeed. I never had fo 
great an inclination to laugh in all my life. 

CLERIMONT, 

To laugh ? Execrable villain t are my misfor- 
tunes to be laugh t at ? 

SUBTLE. t •- 

, A 

Oh, Lord,' no fir 1 No, nq. I — I — I neither 
laugh, nor cry, fir. 

CLERIMONT. 

That is as I would have it ■ Here, take 

this letter. , • v . , 

SUBTLE, [String **** trtrnkTi*.] ' 

This letter, fir I Yes, fa ;•;.">: 

C I t R t M O N T. 

Carry it, this inftant, to that Jew; that Turk, 
that cut-throat, Solomon, that lives juft by r— 

SUBTLE. 
Ay, this is fomething like. 

CLKRIMOKT, 
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CLERIM'ONT, 
And be fare yoa bring me an anfwer. If he 
mould ' refufe to comply with what I defire of him 
in that letter, fly into a rage againft him ; threaten, 
abufe him ; and, to frighten him ftill more, tell 
him he may expedt the mod dreadful confequences 
from my rage sfnd refetitment. 

SUBTLE. 
Let me alone to manage him, fir. , Dl give him 
a fweat, 1 warrant him. 

CLERIMONT. 
I (hall wait for your return, in order to give yon 
another commiflion. 

S U BT L E. 

, * • • • 

May I take the liberty to aik what it may be ? 

CLERIMONT, 
Why, I would have you take my cloaths, and 
fell them for what you can get, and bring me the 
money. 

SUBTLE. [Oyifg-l 

Sir ! — dear fir ! 

CLERIMONT. [Offering to Jlrike him.] 

Rafcal ! are you crying again? 

SUBTLE. 
I, fir ? — Lord, I am Aire I would be very merry 
if I durft ; but I am neither the one nor the other. 
I will go and execute yoar commands. 

CLERIMONT. 

And I will retire to my chamber till you come 
back; for my father may, perhaps, come into 
this room, and he has* forbidden me to appear in 
his prefence. 

SUBTLE. 

Here comes mr. Truman. 

9 

_ * CLERIMONT. 
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CLERIMONT. 
I dread the fight of him, even more than that 
of my father, [Exit. 

SCENE IV. 

Enter TRUMAN. 
TRUMAN. 

Hey day f What's the matter, Subtle ? yo» 
ieem ftrangely difordered. 

SUBTLE. 
Truly, I have reafon enough. Do you know r 
that my poor mater's wits are gone a wool-ga- 
thering ? 

TRUMAN. 

What doft mean ? 

SUBTLE. 

What do I mean ? why, he falls into fuch un- 
accountable fits, that he frightens me out of my 
fenfes. And I have dreadful apprehenfion*, left 
the rage he is poffe&d with mould drive him to 
commit fome defpetate. act upon—- 

TRUMAN. 

Upon whom ? 

SUBTLE. 

Upon himfelf. Do you know, fir, that I have 

ftrong reafons to believe he has a defign to blow 

out his own brains r . . 

TRUMAN. [Snttringly.] 

The devil he ha&! 

SUBTLE. 
I furpris'd him, juft now, charging his piflols, 
and trying poftures before a glafs. His brain is 
turned, take my word for it. 

T R U MA N.' tSmfinS.*} 

Scrioufly ? subtle. 
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SUBTLE. 
Serioufly. And I fhould not wonder in the !eaft 
to find him dead when I come back. 

TRUMAN* 
A very moving affair, indeed! 

SUBTLE. 
Icod, fir, you may make a, jell of it, if yon 
jpleafe j but, let me tell yon, it is a forious matter. 

TRUMAN. 

Well, as I hope to live, the fellow puts fo me- 

lancholly a face upon the (lory, that it might- im- 

pofe upon any one who did not know him. Your 

mailer has given you a mighty pretty part in this 

farce ; and to do you juftice, you perform it to the 

life. 

SUBTLE. 

If I was in a humour for laughing now, I could 
divert myfelf very heartily at your pretended cun- 
ning : but, by my foul, it is no joking matter. Do 
you think, pray, if he did not look upon himfelf 
a* a dead man already, that he would go and fell 
all his cloaths ? You will have -a proof in a minute 
of the truth of what I fay to you ; for I myfelf, 
d'ye fee, am charged with that be fine fs ; and am 
to fet about it as Toon as I have delivered this let- 
ter, and brought an anfwer. 

TRUMAN. 

[ Will you truft me with a fight of it I * 

••It B-tli B. T T I 
Mod readily ; befides, it is not fealed \> and' I 
am as curious to know the contents of it as your- 
felf, for I have not yet had time to read it. 

T R U M A N* 
Well, your curiofity will now bef^tisfied; thai; 
is to fay, if you are really ignorant of the contents. 

\ aUBTLg. 
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SUBTLE,. 
Why, do you take me for a liar, fir ? 

T R U M A N. 

I (ball not abfolutely fay that ; but this I know 
for certain, 'my good mr. Subtle, that you are very 
apt to fubititute the fertile inventions of your own 
brain in the room of truth. ^ 

SUBTLE. 
And you, fir, out of your great care not to be 
impofed upon, become the dupe of your own fa- 
gacity. 

; ...T R U M A N> 

Kf ay be fo : howevwr, let u» read your mailer'* 
letter to Solomon \L00king $t ti.\ Upon my word 
the fuperfcription is in an original ftile. [Rea&] 
" To the arch ufurer, Solomon.'' A very pretty 
title he has complimented him with ! " Yon old 
" fcoundrel 1" 

SUBTLE. 
• A very pompous beginning ! 

TRUMAN, {Reads.} 
" If you do not immediately, on the receipt of 
<c this letter, deliver to the bearer the jewels which. 
" I pledged with you for an, hundred guineas, of 
44 which I never received more than fifty, I fwear 
" by all that is mod (acred to a man of honour, 
" that I will beat thee to death the firft moment I 
" iiave the unhappinefs to fed thee. You know I 
". am a perfon of my word. Think Upon this, but 
" be fpeedy in . thy refolves ; and. if they mould 
" he not to comply with what 1 here defire, fend 
" for a lawyer, and make thy will out of "hand. 
" However, I promife to pay thee the hun- 
" dred pieces thou had fieec'd me of, as fooa 
" as I am in cam. Thus much to the greateft of 
*' ail rafcals j the moil execrable of ufurers ; and 

"the 
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" the betrayer and fleecer of your *s, 

" Clerimont." 

SUBTLE. 

fo troth this is a curious piece to keep by one.- 

TRUMAN. 
In good earneft, my dear Subtle, this fame epi- 
ftle fliews the writers brain to be a little turned. 

• SUBTLE. 
Well, you fee now if I was jefting with you. 

TRUMAN. 

Upon my word I begin to believe what you fay. 

SUBTLE. 

Sir, I am extremely obliged to you for your con- 

defcenfion. 

T R U M tA N. 

Excofe my diftruft, Subtle ; you know you have 
taken me in fometimes. 

SUBTLE. 

Why, fir, when you prided yourfelf upon your 

great discernment, Imuftownltook a pleafure in 

trying my flcill.upon you ; but put your confidence 

in me, and if ever I impofe upon you in the leaft 

particular,- hang me up for the greateft villain 

breathing. 

TRUMAN. 

Will ypu promife this ferioufly ? 

SUBTLE. 

Upon my faith and honour. Only truft me, and 
I will fooner die than deceive you. 

TRUMAN. 
Well, then, here it refts, let us aa in concert; 
and endeavour to fave your m after, if poflible, from 
the dreadful precipice on which his follies have 
brought him ; but he muft be led back by de- 
grees, and without confuhing his father, whofe too 

great 
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great tendernefs would overthrow our whole 
Scheme* and compleat the rain of his Ton. Will 
you aflift me in this laudable defign ? 

S U B T IE, 

With all my heart. You know I have Jbme ta- 
lents. 

<• TRUMAN. 

Yes, yes } when you have a mind so it, no one 
more. 

SUBTLE. 
Well, they are all at your fervice. 

TRUMAN. 
I take you at your word. Let us begin by this 
bufinefs of the jewels : and, in the firil place, let 
me tell you that you will not be quite fafe in being 
the bearer of this peremptory demand. 

SUBTLE. 
I am very fenfible of that. 

TRUMAN* 
I'll take the bufinefs upon myfelf* 

SUBT L. E. 

Faith yoall oblige me greatly. I am- not very 
fond of meddling to my own detriment. 

TRUMAN. 
I'll go to this ufurer, redeem the jewels, and 
give them to you to carry to your matter, with 
whom you (hall make your court, by telling him 
that you bulled the old fellow out of them. I 
leave you alone to drefs up a narrative of this dan- 
gerous and hazardous exploit. 

SUBTLE. 
You may ; and if I fail, my name's not Subtle. 

TRUMAN. 
One thing I muft obferve to you, which is, that 
there is an abfolute neceflky for his being kept in 

ignorance, 
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ignorance, at lcaft for fomc time, of the endeavours 

which are ufed to fave him ; and I think yon have 

too great a regard for your mailer to betray me. 

SUBTLE. 

You fay true, fir ; I love him as dear as I do my 

own foul ; and in betraying you, I fhould betray 

kirn. 

TRUMAN. 

Spoke like a lad of understanding and integrity ? 
henceforward I (hall repofe an entire confidence in 
thee. 

SUBTLE. 

And lejt the ufe I make of it fpeak for me. 

TRUMAN. 

■: Fare thee well, I maft now to Solomon's. [Exit. 

* 

SCENE V. 

SUBTLE. [Solus.] 

Well, I certainly muft have ode of the bcft hearts 
in the world, to renounce the pleafure of cheating, 
this old fellow : While he diftrulied me, I glory 1 d in 
flaking him fcnfible of the fuperiority of my ge- 
nius, and revenging myfelf an him lor his fui'pi- 
cions : but now 1 am determined to ferve him faith- 
fully, and facririce my talents and fame to the in- 
tereft of my dear matter. As to his father, it U 
different ; I will at lead refei ve to myfelf a power 
of vexing him for my amufement. And here he 
comes very opportunely. 

SCENE VI. 

Enter WEALTHY. 
WEALTHY. 

Well* Subtle, what is xr.y fon doing ? 

SUBTLE* 
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SUBTLE. 

What he mould not do. 

WEALTHY, 

How ! in my houfe ? 

SUBTLE. 
Lord, where is the houfe in which this is not 
oone? 

WEALTHY. 
Why, as yon fay— -Bat what new follies hat 
uy fon committed ? # 

SUBTLE. 

Oh! they' are out of number. I ihall therefore 
confine myfelf to his laft and greateft ; that which 
furpafles all his former ones, and will ftrike you 
with amazement. 

WEALTHY* 
Good God ! what can it be ? 

SUBTLE. 

He is in love. 

WEALTHY. 

The devil take the fellow! I thought fome 
dreadful accident had befallen him. Is this all f 
Go, go; I know my fon too well to fuppofe him 
capable of being in love. 

SUBTLE. 
May be fo ; but I can affarc you he is, and over 
head and ears too. 

WEALTHY. 
Indeed! and with whom ?. 

SUBTLE. 
The very lady you was wifhing him to have for 
a wife. 

WEALTHY. 

Ifabella? * subtle; 



/ 



34 The GENEROUS ARTIFICE; Or, 

SUBTLE. 

The fame. 

WEALTHY. 

I can never believe it. 

SUBTLE. 

.And yet it is as true, as that I am in love with 
lier maid Lucy. Do you believe it now ? 

WEALTHY. 

What have I to do with your amours, mr. rafcal ! 
but as to my ion 

SUBTLE. 
Here (he comes in propria perfona; afkher yoar- 
fclf if your fon is not in love with her miHrefs. 

SCENE VIL 

\ 

V 

Enter LUCY. 
LUCY. [Cutffying low to Wealthy.] 

Sir, your moft obedient fervant. 

WEALTHY. 

Is it you, mrs. Lucy ? 

LUCY. 
I Jbeiieve fo, fir. 

WEALTHY. 

Where is your miftrefs ? 

LUCY, 

In her chamber, fir; very bufy in xeceiving mo- 
ney. 

W E A L THY. 
In receiving money ? 

LUCY. 
Yes, fir; your lawyer has juft brought her five 
hundred pounds, and very civilly told us, that as he 

thought 
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thought we were both very pretty, he would do our 
bnfinefs for us out of hand. He came juft as you 
went out to feek him. I aflure yon he is very 
much of a gentleman, for a lawyer. 

WEALTHY. 

I fhall thank him for his civility. But to come 
to another point : tell me Lucy, is it true, that my 
fon is in love with Ifabella ? 

LUCY. 
Here is mr. Subtle, fir ; he knows thofe matters 
better than I. 

■SUBTLE, 
You know, madam, what my mailer faid to 
your miftrefs ; you was pcefent at all that pafled. 

LUCY. 
It is very true, fir ; but I looked upon it as a 
mere piece of gallantry ; a joke, and nothing more* 

SUBTLE. 

May be fo, madam ; but permit me to aflure 
you, that my matter is neither a man of gallantry, 
nor a joker; -and that his declaration was pure, 
fimple, and fincere, as was that of your humble 
iervant. 

L.U C Y. [Curt'Jying :o Subtle] 

Sir, you are pleafed to flatter me. 

SUBTLE. [Bows to Lucy.] 

Madam, you will be pleafed to believe me? 

LUCY. 

But, fir ! 

SUBTLE. 

t 

But madam !■ . 

WEALTHY. [In a Bafflon.] 

Zounds ! what a to-do is here with fir and ma- 
dam, and madam and fir! Truce with your compli- 
ments* 
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tnents, if you pleafe : do you think I have nothing 
to do but to ftand and liften to your Impertinences r 

S tJ B T L E. . 
Impertinences, fir ! this lady is a Granger to any 
thing of the kind, fir. 

LUCY. 
And fo is mr. Subtle too, I aflure you, fir ; im- 
|>ertinences, indeed ! 

- WEALTHY. 
'Sdeath, are you at it again ; no more of this 
Huff, I tell you, but let us come to the point. Do 
you hear, mis. Abigail ? 

SUBTLE, 
Zounds! Abigail! 

WEALTHY. 
* Will yoru hold your tongue, mr. jackanapes. 

LUCY. 

Jackanapes ! 

WEALTHY. 

'Od's blood ! Til give a hearty box of the ear to 
-the firft of you that dare fpeak, without I aft you 
a queftion. [To Lucy.] Tell me, I fay, has my 
fon made a declaration of love to your miftrefs ? 

LUCY. 

In form. 

SUBTLE. 

Very true, indeed, ^x ; formatter, as the Latin 

exprefies it. 

WEALTHY. 

Hark'e, fir 5 if you fpeak Latin, or any other 

language, till you are fpoken to, Ml break your 

bones. ' ' ' •' 

SUBtfLE., . ; r. ". 

Do yoo fpeak then, madam,* I (hall have my 
l tarn it is to be hoped. 

WBALTHT. 
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WEALTHY, [T*Lucy.] 

^ -Anfwer me truly to what I have to adt you 3 and 
in as few words as pofflble. . What does your mi- 
ftrefs fay to this declaration ? 

LUCY. 

Nothing. 

WEALTHY. 

Has not fhe told you her fentimcnts upon that 
head ? 

LUCY. 

Wealthy. 

Is this the firft time my fon has declared his paf- 
fion? , r 

LUCY. 
Yes. 

, . . . WEALTHY. 

1 Dojrou tell me the truth ? 

WEALTHY.' 

Yes and no, no and yes. WJiat can you anfwer 
only by monofyllables ? **»wer. 

•.. LUCY. 

-It * my way of anfwering, whcn'l am afraid of 
©ver,-talking people. . . w w 

-. ■-: SUBTLE. [!«*«* ^j . . . /' * 

A fine wench I (he's worth her weight in gold. 

WEALTHY, 

What are you faying ? 

Sy.BTJ.E. , * * 

. Nothing. - 

WEALTHY. ' 
You are maldng a jeft of me, I think; ' ^ 

XT , Subtle, « 

..No. 

B WEALTHY, 
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WEALTHY. 

©o you remember what I promifed yoa juft now/ 

SUBTLE. 
Yea. 

WEALTHY, 

I (hall make you laugh on the wrong Me of your 
mouth. 

' SUBTLE. 

Indeed ! 

WEALTHY. [Going tojhike blm, be *v*Jt tbt Afrw.] 

What you are the ape of this baggage ? 

SUBTLE. 

I am no ape, fir ; thank heaven I have the gift 
of originality. 

WEALTHY, 

Well then, mri original, an/wer rite ferioufly, 
and without that impudent grin jopon your face, or 
I'll twift your head behind yon, what is your opi- 
nion of this declaration of your mailer's ? Am I to 
believe for a truth that he is in love ? Speajc without, 
any faucy jelling or affixation of monofyllables ; 
or 

SUBTLE. l!DravfHi£oKthiswJs] 
Since you will have'ine fpeak, fir ;-^and give you 
a ca-ie-go-ri-cal aafwer, — I muft confefs, that arfter* 
the' moil niatutt con-fi-de-ra-ti on, de-li-be-ra-ti- 
on, and. rrjen-ti-vcr-fa-tion, on the unhappy fi-ta- 
a-tionof mr. Ck-ri moot Wealthy, your ho-nour's 
fon, and my dear ho-nour-ed and re«yenreiMed 
mailer, I • ~ , - 

WEAXTHY. 
Speak a little fajler, mr. rafcal, if yoo pleafe i 
or I (hall quicken the pace of that impudent tongue 
of your's. I had rather be ftunned with your vo- 
lubility than plagued with this hefitation. 

• UBTLI. 
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SUBTLE. 
Why,~fir,— as you feem to Jiavc a great an-ti- 
pathy tobre-vi-ty, I thought a little cir-cumJo- 
cu-ti-on— ^ 

WEALTHY. 
Lucy, fetch me a flick. 

SUBTLE. 

A flick! ohl this is not to be borne with anv 
longer; you <hall give me fatisfaflion for this il 
folt, fay I told you fo. [Runof.] 

WEALTHY. [Running 0* him.) 

Satisfaction! an abominable! infolent I—Come 
hither, rafcal ; come hither. v 

scene viii. 

Enter WEALTHY. 
WEALTHY. 

Waie W foch a villain ! he has pot me into a 
sweat from head to foot— Lucy J— . * 

LUCY. 

Yon had better recover your breath a little- 
*> pray take yoor own time, I am in no hurry " 

WEALTHY. 
What are you going to begin again ? 

LUCY. 

Not I, indeed j— but you put me in an ill hu~ 
mour. " u 

WEALTHY, 
ft ^^ l W0M hW Chaftifed **** Mandrel, I 

- LUCY. 

To before. 

* * WlALTHT. 



I 
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WEALTHY. 

I would advife you to take. care how yon- put me 
in a paffioq, or I (hall (end you oat of doors. 

LUCY. 

What do I care ; I am going to pafsihe reft cJf 
my days in a convent. 

WE A L T H V. 

• • * ■ 

A convent ! You don't feem to have a -great deal 
of nun's ncfh about you. 

LUCY. 

Be that as it may, my miftrefs and I mull com- 
fort each other as well as we can, 

wealthy!'' 
Your miftrefs and you ! Is your miflreftgoing 
into a convent too ? 

L U CY. 

Yes, needs mull whenjtbe devil drives ; and fi> 
I go, to keep, her company.. She hasj aft received 
Her portion ; and fhe intends. 40, difpofe of her 
jewels to raife money to pay my entrance. 

W.EALTVHY. . ; 

JTJ1 have none, of thefej doings I have otrie* 
things in view for her. J propofe" that fhe (hall 
aflift me to reclaim my fon from nis extravagances. 

LUCY. 

Tfcat would be a difficult tafk. 

WEALTHY." 

.Quite v the contrary, if he is truly in love. 

. .. l u:cx.. 

One would think he was ; for he was going to 
killhimfelf, to convince her of his paflion. 

WEALTHY. r . 

. To Jkill himfelf ! Was he in earneft ? 

LUCY. 



J 
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LUCY. 

If not he is a great "hypocrite ; for I am fare he 
frightened us both out of our wits. 

WEALTHY. 

Oh » I'll anfwer for him he is no hypocrite. 

LUCY. 
Well, then, look carefully after him ; for he told 
us very ferioufly, that he had not four and twenty 

hours to live. 

WEALTHY. 

Good God ! what do I hear ? That 'corfed fel- 
low, Truman, has always kept me from explain- 
ing myfelf j his* cruel predence will drive me 
mad. You will fee that he will be the caufe of my 
lofing my fon, a fon I love to -diftra&ion,- and ne- 
ver dared to tell him fo, for fe£t* of' offending that 
old fool. 1*11 go this ntontent andifiind out the poor 
child/ and' do every thing chart he would- have me.' 

L u c Y. 
Sir, lam but**a giddy ~ young girl \ yet I muft 
confefs I would act more prudently if I was in your 
place. Here you pafs m the r world for a'perfon of 
great- under Handing ; and yet.—; - 

W-E A. L T H Y. 

Weil ! 

SITCYv 

* I dare not proceed, (xt -, but yon may guefs what 
I was going to fay. 

WEALTHY. 

Yod wUs going to fay, I fuppofe, that, with all 
my boafted knowledge, I have not common fenfei 
Well, fpeak freely, I give yon leave, 

LUCY. 

Indeed yon have guefled at xoy meaning. 

E 3 WEALTHY. 
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WEALTHY. 
And you are in the right ; my love to my fon 
has blinded my reafon. 

LUCY. 
If you would truft to me, I could extricate you 
out of this difficulty. 

WEALTHY. 
By what means ? 

LUCY. 

By means of my miftrefs ; for you mull know 
ihe is entirely governed by me— — 

WEALTHY. 
So much the worfe. 

LUCY. 
Rather fay fa much the better. I am determined 
that (he (hall oblige Clerimont to return to reafon, 
Love (hall produce this miracle. 

WEALTHY. 
It will be a new one. 

LUCY. 

But not the lefs real I adore yon. Leave me to 
jnanage your bank, and my life for it I will bring 
you fafe into port. 

WEALTHY. 

And if yon fucceed, Til give yon a handfome 

portion, 

LUCY. 

Where are yon to get it ? are you not entirely 
ruined, beggared, as we may fay I • 

WEALTHY. 
Never trouble thyfelf about that. Between you 
and I, but be fure you are difcreet, I am ftill rich 
enough, child,, to make your fortune.— But do 

• y ott 
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you think your miftrcfs has any inclination for roy 

ion? 

LUCY. 

I can fay nothing to that as yet ; bar whether (he 

has or not, yon may be a flu red that (he has an 

heart fafceptible of gratitude j and fo love may be 

put out of the queftion. 

WEALTHY. 
My dear Lucy, you make me a happy man. I 
I am refolved to continue to difguife my fentiment» 
with regard to my fon, till 1 find how yonr fcheme 
fucceeds. 

LUCY. 
You 4haM foon hear from me ; and if I bring 
you good news, remember my portion* 

WEALTHY. 

To maintain you in a convent ? 

LUCY, 

Horn ! a fpice of matrimony/ would not be amift 
with it. But I muft take my leave, I hear my 
miftrefs ring. 

WEALTHY. 

Succefs attend thee. [Exeunt fevtrallj. 



End of the Sbco*d Act. 
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ACT III, SCENE I.. 

Enter SUBTLE, looking about in afrigbh 

SUBTLE, 

LORE hare' merey on us, what can have be* 
come of him ! I have been feeking him all over 
the hoafe, but he is no where to be found; Sure 
he can never have ventured out. Oh lord .' oh 
lord ! my dear matter, where (ball I look for you Jl 
Perhaps you are in jail. . ;- 

-* - * - ■ 

SCENE II. 

Enter C1*E RIM ONT baftilyjnbh night go<wn. 

CLERIMONT. 

Not fo bad as that yet you feet 

SUBTLE. - : 

Good God ! in your night gown V where -the de- 
vil do you come from ? 

CLERIMONT. 
Out of my clofet, where I had locked myfelf in. 
Why did you not knock at the door ? 

SUBTLE. ' ••- 
I thought you had given me the flip, for youL 
never ufed to fhu*yourfclf in. What was you do* 
ing alone ? 

CLERIMONT, 

. J was fettling my affairs., . 

SUBTLE.., 
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SUBTLE. 

Pihaw! (tuff* 

CLERIMONT. 
When T had done, I packed up all my cloaths, 
except what you fee me now wear. 

SUBTLE.' 
Why, I thought you had only uadrefled yourfelf 
to be more at your eafe. 

CLE RIM 6 NT. - 

No, Subtle, . I did it through neceffity. 

SUBTLE. 
What do you fay I Have you packed up the 
cloaths you wore to-day as well as the reft > 

CLER.IMONT. . 

I'have, as knowing I mould have* no further oc- 
caiion for them. 

S 1| B T L Ei 

Lord} -bow you talk! But what have you done 
wkh your things ? 

CLERIMONT. 
I have fold them. 

SUBTLE. 
Sold them ! what, are they gone out of the h^ufe ? 

CLERIMONT. 

Not yet j but I expect La Fleur to fetch them' 
every minute. 

S t u B T L B. 
La Fleur I Why, has he bought them ? 

CLERIMONT. 

No* it is a coufmof his* whom he recommended 
to me on this occafioo. 

SUBTLE. 
Why, are you mad, to truft your cloaths to fuclv 
9t rafcal as that ! a fellow whofe's father was hanged, 
" E 5 and 
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and who is every day making intereft for the gal* 
lows himfelf. 

CLERIMONT. 
You only abufe the fellow becaufe you are jealous 

of him for having made a better bargain than you 

could have done. 

SUBTLE. 

Troth, my good mailer, you have been a dupe 

*fl your life, and a dupe you will continue. 

CLERIMONT. 
Truce with your compliments, if you pleafe; 
you know they are fuch as I do not like. 

SUBTLE. 

Well j but pray tell me, what could induce you 
to ilrip yourfelf in this manner? 

CLERIMONT. 
To raife all the money I could, and puniih my- 
felf for my folly. 1 am determined to convince my 
father, that however extravagant I may have been, 
I dill retain a true fenfe of honour. Have you car- 
ried my letter to the; old Jew ? 

SUBTLE. 
What a queftion \ 

C L E R I M O N f . 
Well, and what fuccefs ? but I need not aflc, 
there could be no hopes of any. 

SUBTLE. 

No hopes ! There is reality however. 
CLERIMONT. 

Indeed ! 

SUBTLE. 
Ecce lignum. [Shewing the jewels] 

CLERIMONT. 
You amaze me ! if I was capable of tafting fatif- 

faclion in my prcfent wretched condition, this would. 

overjoy 
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tfttijoy me, but pry'thee fell me, for I long to know, 
kew did you manage matters ? 

SUBTLE. [AfuU.] 

Now, good invention ftand by me. Why 

frr, the inftant I entered his office, he turn'd pale, 
and his knees knocked together, for you mud 
know when I am in a pafiion, there is Something 
dreadful in my looks. 

CLERIMONT. 
Troth, I never obferved that. 

SUBTLE. 

May be fo, becaufe I reftrain myfelf before yon. 

CLERIMONT. 
It is very prudently done' ; but proceed. 

SUBTLE. 
When I few him fo frightened and confounded, 
I ftept fiercely up to him, and with a loud and 
angry tone of voice. Here faid I, mr. What- 
dy^callum, put on your fpeclacles, and read this 
letter, and d'ye hear, confider well of the contents, 
(hey are very plain and need no interpretation. 

CLERIMONT. 

Bravo ! 

SUBTILE. 

Upon this he took the letter, which he read twice 
over without faying a word, trembling all the 
while like a leaf. At length, in a very humble tone 
of voice, he entreated me to return you his moft 
refpe&ful compliments, and that he would cer-v 
tainly anfwer your letter to-morrow. 

CLERIMONT. 
"Is this all? 

SUBTLE. 

Lord -you are fo hafly ! All ? no, nor the one 
ialf. Your anfwer this inftant faid I, raifing my 

voice, 
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yoke* I (hall not leave you till I If ave it. My deaf mr* 
Subtle,don't put yourfelf in a paflion; I am going to 

write to your matter-. My ( mafler wants none of 

your writing, faid I; comply immediately with what 
he orders there,. and no more words*. Zounds, fir! L 
am not to be trifled with, nor my matter neither, 
fo make hatte faid I, making my Hick — The jewels, 
the jewels, quick !' He attempted to call out for 
aflittance ; but I took him by the throat, and fwore' 
bloodily I would ttrangle him if he attempted to 
ftir. In fhort, my prodigious valour terrified him 
to fuch a degree, that he went to his ttrong box, 
and gave me out the jewels; and, as he was pot- 
ting them into my hand, he fays, with a pitiful 
whine, but, my dear mr. Subtle, I hope I am not 
to lofe the hundred guineas I lent your matter upon 
them ? No, yon old rafcal, faid I j you (hall be 
no lofer by my matter, I give you my word for it. 
Oh, Lord ! faid the old fellow, that's enough for* 
me, my dear fir; mr Sub tie's word is as good as 
the bank : I look upon my money, as fafe as if it> 
was in my pocket. Upon this, turning my back, 
upon him with an air of contempt, I flung oat o£ 
the room ; and here I am. 

CLERIMONT, 
, I declare I never fufpecled you nad fo much coo> 
rage, "Subtle. 

SUBTLE. 

Lord, iir, you don't know me ! However, you- 
may fee how valuable the fervant is, whofe valour 
is equal to his fidelity. - ' 

- CLERIMONT. 

Well, I (hall not forget your fer vices j. I will re- 
ward them as far as is in my power. But why have 
you always concealed this valour of your's from 
me ? 

3URTLE,' 
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SUBTLE. [Taking fnuff, and towing inan affeSed 

manner,] 

Humph! — Why I— The truly brave are always 
modeft. . 

CLERIMONT. 

True ; I did not think of that. But whom have- 
we here ? 

V 

SCENE III. 

* 

Enter IsS ABELLA and LUCY. 

LUCY. [Afidi to Ifabellar, entering.] 

Do not let us feem to be Peeking him, but only as < 
if we met him by chance. 

IS ABELLA. 
Come with me, Lucy ; I (hall foon be back* 
Have you ordered a coach ? 

r . LUCY. 
- Yea, madam* there is one at the door Gen- 
tlemen, your fervant. This is a lucky meeting. 

ISABELLA. [To CJerimont.] 
Your fervant, fir. .Lord blefs us ! what a drefs 
you are in ? ^ 

CLERIMONT. 

I am amamed, madam, to appear before you ti* 

this manner With your permiffion I'll retire, 

and' 

TSABELLA. 

No, no, pray flay ; I fhalr/ difpenfe with cere- 
mony.; ■ 

LUCY. [To Subtlt. I 

Was your, matter going to bed ? : 

SUBTLE. 

Ye*; he found himfelf tired, and fo — — • 

XVCY*. 
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LUCY. 
He was going to-bed at this time of day ? 

SUBTLE. 
When One is not well, you know, one never 
minds the hour. 

ISABELLA. 
Pray what may his diforder be ? 

SUBTLE. 
It lies in his head, madam. 

CLERIMONT. AfM to Subtle.] 
Hold your tongue, or — > 

LUCY. 
Really the gentleman feems ilrangely altered. 

ISABELLA. 
You fhould tafce the air a little. 

SUBTLE. 
Oh, Lord ! by no means, madam. My mailer 
cannot bear the air — His chamber is the moft pro- 
per place for him. 

LUCY. 
Mr. Subtle, I find, is your phyikian, fir ? 

SUBTLE, 
Oh yes ; I fometimes purge him of his ill hu- 
mours. 

CLERIMONT. [To SuBtlc, angtfy.] 

Rafcal ( if the lady was not here ■ ■■ 

LUCY, 

Why, has this lady any power over you, fir? 

Q L E R I M O N T. 

Ah, Lucy, (he is miftrefs of my heart and foul. 

ISABELLA. 

Nothing but experience can convince me of that. 

CLERIMONT* 
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CLERIMONT. 
. How, madam ! did you not a while srgo afiWe 
me you did not doubt my paffion for you ? 

ISABELLA. 

I might fo ; bat fuch violent proteftations, and 
coming from fach a perfon as you, ftand in need of 
ftrong confirmation. 

CLERIMONT. [mkfy.} 

*Tis well, madam ! If nothing but my death will 
convince you of the truth of my declaration, I anr 
ready 

ISBBEL L,A. 
Oh I no more of that, I befeech you : I aflure 
you, fir, thefe are proofs that I have an averfioa 
to. Befides, to deal plainly with you, I cannot bear 
this affected defperation ; it is infuiferable. 

CLERIMONT. 
By all that's (acred it_is not affected. 

ISABELLA. 

Well, be it affected or real, it is my averfion. 
Good God ! what (hould a young woman like me 
do with a whining, melancholly lover ? You are fit 
only to give one the vapours. Is this a way 
of pleafing ? I declare if you continue in this 
melancholly mood, I would prefer a convent a thou- 
fand timet over to living with fach a man. No, 
no, if you would have me believe you really love 
me, you moft wear quite a different countenance, 
and let me fee you gay and ferent ;. I mud abfolutely 
liave you drefa your face in fmitea. 

SUBTLE. [Taking bis ntftf by ibt band, endjingmg 

and dancing.] 

Come, fir, pluck up your fpirits I Tol, lol, tol* 
derol 

CLERIMONT. [Sntsingbimly tbecolkr.] 

Yon dog ! I know not whatprevents mefrom-^ 

ISABELLA. 
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ISABELLA. 
Oh, I fee the great power I have over you. Your 
fervant, fir. This is the laft time you (hall ever fee 
my face, IaflbreyOu. [Going.'} 

CLERIMONT 
Deareft Ifabella, excufe my rafhnefs ; you fhalt 
find me hencefprward a different perfon. — Subtle, 
dear Subtle, intercede for me. 

SUBTLE. [To Lucy, with an air of authority.} ^ 

: Lucy, I command you, by your love to me, not 
to let your miftrefs depart. 

luc y. 
. Come, madam, let us begone. 

SUBTLE. [Holding her.} 

Ah, tygrefs J 

CLERIMONT. [To IfcbelJa.] 
If you leave the room-, I will not furvive your 
abfence an inftant. 

ISABELLA, 

What, threatening again ! 

CLERIMONT. 

It is the laft time, upon my honour. 

ISABELLA. 

Remember the ; oath you have ; cow taken, and* 
promife me to comply, without he&fttloD, with* 
whatever J &all. require of you. ./ . 

. C t;BR I MONT. 
*Tis done ; command> and I will obey. 

i-lAB ELLA. - 

, Then lifter* tome attentively : from fome expref- 
fioris which dropt from you in; our laft coriverfation* 
both Lucy and myfelf have a fufpicion that you 
meditated fome fatal and cruel deiign- upon "your 
owniifc; and.tJwt-H- 

" X IJ ' 4 CLERIMONT- 
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CLERIMONT, 
What reafon had you to fuppofe fuch a thing f : 

ISABELLA. 

No interruption — I come now to the point. You 
fey~ you are defirou* to convince me of the fincerity 
of your paffion ; now, I. require two proofs of it, 
without which alh your protections will go for no- 
thing with me. 

CLERIMONT. 

Oh, name them 1 name them ! and if man — 

ISABELLA. 
Soft/ no high flights, I befeech you ! In the firft 
place, you mud give me your word and honour 
that you will get the better of your prefent defpair 
(the reafons of which I will not inquire into too mi* 
njitely) and lay a&de every fatal defign againft your 
life. 

CLERIMONT. 
But, fuppofing I entertained fuch a <defign~ at 
you fpeak of ; why fhould you wim me to live ? 

ISABELLA. 

. To J'pvc me. ... 

CLERIMONt. 
And is this abfolutely your will ? 

FS A B ELLA. 

r 

Moil abfolutely. 

. .C L E,R IMO.NT, 
Then, I' (Wear, by all that is facred, to obey 
you. 

ISABELLA. 

'Tis well ; but this is not all. I require, more* 

over,, that you deliver me up all your arms,- to re-* 

main with me fo long as I fhall think fit to keep 

thejxu and that you Tikewiic. give pie yourwd 

of, 
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of honour, that you will not ftir out of the houfe 
till I give you leave. 

CLERIMONT. 
My word of honour ! Well — I give it you— 
Will this fatisfy you ? 

ISABELLA. 
No, not till you deliver me up your arms. 

CLERIMONT, 

Hqre, Subtle, take the key of my clofet, and 
bring out all the arms you find there, and lay 
them at the feet of the lovely Ifabelia. 

SUBTLE. 
I'll empty the arfenal, I warrant me. [Going, 
ftturns] But, hold ; is there no private hoard ? 

CLERIMONT. 

None, upon my honour. 

LUCY. 

But have not you a little referve of arfenic r or 
fome fuch pretty cordial for melancholly f 

,C t E R I M O N T. 
I declare to you I never thought of any fuch 
thing. 

SUBTLE. 
Well, then, I am gone, and will return in the 
twinkling of an eye. [Exit. 

SCENE IV. 

CLERIMONT. 

Well, charming Ifabelia, are you not now con- 
vinced, that you have an unbounded empire over 
my heart ? 

ISABELLA. 

To confefe the truth, I do begin to believe you. 

~ CLBRI-. 
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CLERIMONT, 
Ah ! could I but hope to be beloved by you* 
nothing would equal my happinefs. May I ? dare 
I entertain that, pleating hope ? 

ISABELLA. 
The care I have taken of your life, may fpeafc 
forme more than the wanueft expreffions. 

CLERIMONT. 
Subtle I make hafte. How flow is that fellow 
in executing your orders ! I'll go and hallen him. 

LUCY. 

I am pleafed to fee this impatience j but, flay, 
here he is. 

S C E N E V. 

Enttr SUBTLE. \JVitb a fowling-piece, * 
fair of pifols, a powder -born, a bag of Jbot % a 
dagger % and a /word. He throws tbem all dowtr 
at IfabeHa's feet.] 

SUBTLE. [I* a tragtdj raw.] 

Thus, at your fair feet, Oh divine lady ! I lay 
this fwbrd, thU dagger, thefe tire-amis, and all 
our warlike implements. 

ISABELLA. 

Are thefe all? 

CLERIMONT. 
If there is one thing wanting, load me with 
your hatred and contempt. 

ISABELLA. 
I am fatisfy*d. 

SUBTLE. [Going up to Isabella, fingt affeffed/y.] 

. Triumph, triumph* queen of beauty ! 

CLE&l- 
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CLERIMONL [P*fihi bim awaj.] v 

Away, you infolent rafcal ! * 

SUBTLE. 
Lord, fir, you have no tafle for mufic. 

LUJCY. 

C6me, now it is my turn— Subtle, deliver my? 
your fwofd. 

CLERIMON7, 

Oh, it is a harmkfs weapon, ; 

LU C Y. 

In hid hand* it may \ but it ii too near for your*!* 

SUBTLE. 

There, my adorable miftrefs, I deliver you ft 
weapon, the terror of its foe*. L 

L.U C Y» 

Come, give it me. 

SUBTLE. 

. . . . . 

On condition that you will promife to love me. 
This is the fine. qua non. 

•LUCY." 
The fine qua non! what language is that?. 

SUBTLE. 
The language, jpf love, my dear. \Seeing ,.Ifa- 
bella going to take up the piftols.'] . Stay, madam, 
to prevent any accidents, I will di (charge them. 
Don't be frightened. [He fires off the two pifiofs.'}. 
There.- 



SCETCE 
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S C E N E VI. 

£nter WEALTHY. [Running in frightened. 
Clerimont, feeing hint, retires !\ 

W £ A L T H Y. 

Good God ! what noife is that I hear ? Where 
is my ion ? Where' is 1 Clerimont? Two women 
with \piftok in their 'hands'! What is all this? 
Have you murdered my fon among yon ? 

:'' L tf^C Y. 

Do not frighten yourfelf, fir,; oar weapons are 
not fa,tal ones. 

W* A ljt »y. 

3ut who was it fired thdpiftdls ? 

s u B t le; 
Without vanity, <I may fey it'was me. 

'wealthy; 

And what the devil was k for ? 

-S U B T L ! Ei t 

' nOnly rejoidrigs for a peace. '* '] , l ' . " . 

W E A L t H Y. 

For a peace? 

S tf'BT LE, ' 

Yes, fir. A treaty df peace has juft 'been con- 
cluded between this lady and your fon. Thefe 
two were mediatrixes, and love was guarantee. 
Doyou undertteffdme now?' • 

WE ALT HY, 
OlvpeVfe&ly. Inexorable Truman ! *6h, my 
dcareft Ifabella, how much am I oblige^ to you ? 

LUCY. 

Ami have you nothing to fay to me ? 

: :: c WBALTHT% 
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WEALTHY. 

Yes, Lucy, I will remember the portion I pro* 
mifed thee. 

ISABELLA. 

You have nothing more to apprehend on your 

ton's account, mr. Wealthy. He has given me 

his word of honour, he will make no attempt 

againft his lift* 

WEA L/T H Y. 

> ypa revive me.. I wa* jn an, horrible fright, 
S C E. N E VII. 

Enter TRUMAN. 

TRUMAK, 
What is the matter, my dear friejid ? You fecm 
(trangely confus'd. 

Oh, mr. Truman \ if it had not been for this 
lady, I had loft my boy for ever* 

TRUMAN. 

■ 

Poor man f How can you, be fo afcrated at the 
rhodomontade of a young take ?""'"' 

ISABELLA. 

Upon my word, iir, the. affair was very (erious ; 

and it would not be fafe to drive him to defpair 

again : and fo, FU leave you to confult together 

how to manage matters. [Exeunt IfabelJa and 

Lucy, .carrying the arm with tbem.] 

S ,C EN £ VIJL 

• WEALTHY. \To Truman ] 

What would you advife mc to do ? 

TRVMAK. 
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TRUMAN. 
To continue refolute. If you mould make any 
^untimely conceffions, your fon is loft beyond re* 
demption, 

WEALTHY. 

Hufh I See who (lands there. 

SUBTLE. 
What ! do you diftruft me ? Nay, then, fare 
you well. [Going. 

WEALTHY. 

Away with you. 

TRUMAN. 
No, no. Come back, Subtle — You injure him, 
mr. Wealthy. I would truft hioi as foon as myfelf*. 

SUBTLE. 
You are quite in the bright ; if you did not, I 
would ihew you a trick yet. But* wbom have we 
here? 

3 C E.N" l' 11 

Enter LaFLEUR. [With a large trunk, fol- 
lowed by two men, carrying each another.] 

SUBTLE. [fo Lfi Fitur,] 

Where are you carrying thefe trunks, pray,, mr. 
La Fleur ? 

LA FLEUR. 

Why, my matter told me, that he wanted to 
difpoie of his wardrobe ; and fo, I promifed him 
a hundred guineas on' them, in the name of my 
eorikt Remnant, who » a fajefman, and one of 
the moft refponfible and fair-dealing men in hi* 
profeffion. My matter was .pleafed with tfre bar- 
gain j and fo 1 .am going to -carry the deaths to 
my faid coufia. 

subtl*. 
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SUBTLE." 
'To your faid coufin, ha ! Come, come, gentry, - 
difcharge your fhoulders of thofe trunks, if .you 
pleafe. To my faid coufin ! This catchpdle raicaT 
thinks he is ferving a writ, I fuppofe, with his 
law-terms. 

Wfc A L T H V. . 

Ay ay, come, unburthen ; or I will have you. 
all three taken up for houfe- breakers. 

\Tbe two men throw down the trunks and 

run off\ La Fleur remains.] 

TRUMAN. 
' *With your permiffion, honed mr. La Fleur, may 
I prefume to attc, if your mailer has received the 
faid hundred guineas ? 

L A F L E U R. 

Not yet, fir. I promifed to bring him the mo- 
ney as foon as I had delivered the goods. 

TRUMAN, [To Wealthy.] 
Your fon is not very miftruftful, you fee. Mr. • 
La Fleur, you muft give me leave to tell you, that 
you are a very great- rafcal, mr. La Fleur. 

* SUBTLE. 

And the more fo, as he knows the things he 
has bought to be* worth ten times (he money he 
was to give for them. 

WEALTHY. 

Lay hold of the villain. 

*• ■ • * * - . 

. , ..' TRUMAN.. ' [ ' 

No, no i fatisfy yourfelf with turning hina, oat 
of doors. ■ 

J Away, rafcal y and get yourfelf hanged ^elfe- 
where. 

SCENE 



! 
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S C E tf E X, 

TRUMAN. 

,J$T: r Subde ' ™? g ? od lad » y°° «■* t « u *« 

^matter a few more lies for us. ^. 

WEALTHY. 
9h, they coft him nothing, lee them be ever f* 
*umy, or fo great. ^ 

SUBTLE. 
, Mr. Wealthy mull always have a fling at mc. 

TRUMAN. 

Never mind it; 'tis only the remains of an old 
-humour. 

WEALTHY". 
^Burwhat.«wW induce my tea to part with fau 

SUBTLE. 
, i | I ? r did j t »« a ft of defpair. He Lad a mirid 

, ... WSALTMT. .. 

. *»» the jwor creature going t<> mirfte j^' ^ > 

[#?/»«£ bit tytt;\ 

• T R U M' A M. 

: For hea^'^s fake do not makelyourfeff aiwafy 
about fuch ndiculou, ftgffi, Yaa. Shall tell binL 
Subtle, thpt vm fcavt Wi hi. t«njj~hw5 
found a perfoa, who will give, twice! the »o.ey fo? 
the cloath, that the former, purchafer- ofirilir 
fethcr ihdl give yb„ wMXS 
thtogi. You fee the confidencrwe^Sou, ! 



* SVBTLa. 
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SUBTLE. 
Hey day ! On* of the trunks is open»— Let us . 
fee what is -here. My God! was ever futh heed- 
leffnefs? „ : 

TR U M A N. 
*H0iati*tt? 

SUBTLE. 
'He has left his pocket-book in the trunk. 

*fr"R UMAN. [Snatching the pooket-book wt of bit band^ 

Let me fee it. 

SUBTLE. 

For heavVs fake do notopen;i(j it is t * fiiftga- 

zine of follies. 

*T<R'U. M A'N. 

They will ferye to amufe us— But, now to the 
point. *I tell you, my honeft 'Subtle, that yoor 
matter^ (kbts axe- all paid, .TMs hzs teen.done 
fo privately, that he has not the leaft fufpicion of 
it. Now, inftead of putticg*him out of his pain,- 
by acquainting % hini with ihis„circumftance (as his 
too fond father here wQuld /rafhly do) J , am de- 
termined to mal^e Jhim believe he is more cjofely 
befet than ever. *■ ihave .made. half a. doze^bailift 
pafs before his windows, five or fix times, J>n pur- 
pofe that he might have a fight of them. This 
Will prevent him fcom ittrring out for a week at 
leaft. ■• 

icbtl e. 

Wdl'i- if it it fo, I ftriketo you ; and coirfefs 
you outdo !me in invention* fof, i'feith, I was"irri- 
pofed upon as..weH as aim. However, I am over- 
foy'd atwhAtl h«ar; 

-'.'WEALTHY. [To Subtle,] 

- Now, io'tiot you go afcd 4 oYerfet all that hay 

b:eh'd<me^' '' ' ' ' "'" 

SUBTLB. 

.Li". --& 
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SUBTLE. 

-If I overfet any thing, hang me up. You (hall 
find I will fecond all your endeavours moll hear* 
-tily ; and divert myfelf, for a while, at the ex- 
pence of this darling fon of your's. 

TRUMAN. 

Come then, let as in and confult opon our 
^operations. [Extimt. 



End op the Third Act. 
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ACT !V. SCENE I. 

meeting SUBTLE-. .-.^ 
TRUMAN. 

WE IaL, Sabtle, .what news* 
SUBTLI. 
Very feriousr news, I allure you. My poormaf- 
ter is fo furiduay in love, thfttnot a creature caa 
make him hearken to reafon but myfelf. 

TRUMAN. 

So much the better. 

S U BTL E. 
Well now, with all your difcernment an<| fag*- 
city, I wvoiA WgP* ly(*.<*ukL ™* for thc { ™ 1 
of you, tell which .was the mod mad, my mater 
or me. You might have heard our fighs all thc 
houfe over. ' 

TRUMAN. 

How, Subtle ! do you 4igh too r 

SUBTLE. 

Oh Lord, fir, enough to choak me fometimca 
^ ' ' {Fetching a deep Jigb.] 

TRUMAN. 
Well, for heaven's fake, jnake hafte and have 
done ; unlefs you would kill me with laughing. 

SUBTLE. 
The created men have their weaknefles. The 
\oquettry of that fiat Lucy has almoft turned my 

brain ' TRUMAB. 
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T R U MA K. 

' Very, nujtviog indeed t Bat what haft thou got 
in thy hand ? 

• Notes for a thoo&nd pound. 

WEALTHY. 
What the devil I Does my Ton owe To much ftlU ? 

SUBTLE. 

* ♦ 

' On the contrary, (b much is due to him. • 

TRUMAN , . .. 

Tor him } 

$UBTU 
Yes, fir. For, when he has caBr, he "keeps open 
purfe. ' He makes no fcruple of beggaring hfrnfelf 
to fupport others * and, when he is in want, he 

borrows. tQ fupport himfelf. ^ • .*, 

WE A*L T H Y,- 

Generons. foul ! 

SUBTLE. 
Egregious dope, you may rather fay t bat do 
not-let os blame him lor every thing. This money 
is what he wan fame. time ago at play, upon cre- 
dit ; and debtsrof honour, yon know, are always 
paid. . 

WEALTHY. 
Well, I am jglad to hear he has got a fupply, 
howeve*. 

TRUMAN.' 
Come, this is a pretty con fide r able Turn ; and, 
together with . the money that he will receive for 
' his cYoaths and jewels, which are worth, at lead, 
eight hundred pounds, ; he will have near two thoit- 
fand. Now, let ns fee wh&t ufe he will make of 
faeb an uneapecttd fupply : . this is the great celt I 
am waiting for. 

F 3 WEALTHY. 
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WEALTHY.' 

And that I dread. If this rafcal, now, (hoold 
betray us. 

SUBTLE. 

Rafcal again ! What, (till miftruftful of me ? 
If this is the cafe, do your buunefs yourfelf ; I 
walh my hands of you. 

TRUMAN. 

Be pactfy*d, Subtle, and overlook an old habit 

SUBTLE, 

Well $ but let him alter it, or I flmll take op my 
old habits too. 

TRUMAN. 

Heav'ns forbid ! for that would defeat all our 

meafures. 

SUBTLE. 

Bit left m return to what we were abou t " 

' TRUMAN. 
Thus, then, the affair Aands. You mull care- 
fully conceal from Clerimont that I have taken up 
his notes. Next, it is abfolutely neceflary that he 
ftould fuppofe the money he is about to receive 
is unknown to at : for, if he was to imagine, that 
cither his father or I were acquainted with his 
receiving fuch a fum, he would not dare ditpofe 
of it at his own pleafure. 

WEALTHY. 
An excellent thought ! Subtle, my dear boy, 
you mull help us out in this ticklUh affair. 

SUBTLE.. 

Oh ho! 'tis my dear Subtle, and my dear boy, 
now you ftand in need of my affiftance. 

TRUMAN. 
No heartburnings, Subtle. Remember, that in 
ferving us, yon the better fcrve your matter. 

SUBTLE* 
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SUBTLE. 
' Well, T am really afhamed of my good nature 5 
but it is the weakness of all geaerous minds. 

WEALTHY. I4fide.l 

Impudent rafcal i 

SUBTLE. {T< Trttmth. J 
One word more of explanation. If you are de- 
ftrous tliat he (hould be entirely ignorant of what 
yon do for him, I mall take all the merit upon 4 
myfclf. 

TRUMAN.- 
Undoubtedly. Take all the merit of this affair, 
as thou didft that of the jewels, which was an ad- 
mirable fiory. I'll go and get the money ready , 
and then well confiderof the proper time to pro- 
duce it. Confider only, that thou wilt gain more 
by continuing to impofe upori your mailer, than by 
betraying us to him. Andy indeed, that ia will 
be -rather fencing than deceiving him. 

W E A L'T Itr. 

Be but trnt 10*114, and I promife thee a reward 
for thy fidelity. 

5UBTL1 

Well, it mud coil me fome few lies : but what 
will not one undergo for one'* friend ? 

WEALTHY. [P«Uin g cf bit bat, tndmdkikg 6m 

a fan bvut.\ 

Dear fir, you do me prodigious honour ! 

TRUMAN. 

What other papers are thofe you have there ? 

SUBTLE. 
Thefe are letters of credit, by which I am em- 
powered to receive and pay money in my maker's 
name, 

• TRUMAN. 
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T & U M A N. 

You may ft* well leave them with me. Bat 
here comes Lucy : we'll leave you together. 

[Exfwtt Truman and Worthy* 



SCENE IIL 

« 

Zntt* LUCY. 

*' : ' SUBTLE. 
What a bewitching eye (he has I and then, fuch 
a fhape f Odfo, I believe this baggage will turn 
my bram. 

Your fervant, mr. Subtle. What I medkatiag 
alone > 

* « 

SUBTLE. 

Yj9s t madam, I was meditating on your cbarmt, 
which I die with impatience to peflefs. Come, 
my dear Lucy, let us e'en conclude this matter : 
When mail we be marry'd, hey ? 

LUCY. < 

A very pretty beginning for a polite lover* 
tacked I 

SVUTLB, 

Why, what greater compliment can be paid a 
pretty young girl, than to (hew an earneft defire 
of being join'd to her for life ? 

LUCY. 
Pftia ! yotf blockhead !r do not you Know 1 am 
going into a convent ? I am refolved never to leav£ 
my miftrefe. I will fhare her fate. 

SUBTLE. 

So you perfift in that refolution, both of yoo f 

hey ? 

LUCY. 
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Lucy, 
Ham ! — I believe we do. 

SUBTLE. 
Reftore our arms then, cruel as thou art ! 

LUCY. 

Your arms f for what ? 

SUBTLE. 
That we may kilt ourfelvcs in earneft. 

LUCY. 
Nay, if you are refolved, I'H ftep in and fetch 
you your fword. 

SUBTLE. 

No, you may as well keep it. I might mifs my 
heart, perhaps, for my hand is very unfteady. I 
think it will be better^ to difpatch myfelf with a 
pitta! j it is the fureft way, 

LUCY. 

Wall, then, m lend you your mailer's, rather 
than you- fhould want. 

SUBTLE. 
The offer is kind and £affionate, and you fmile 
when* you- make 1 if. However, fay what you will, 
I'm fare you love me. Come, I'll anfjver for thee, 
to fave thee the pain of a declaration. . Lay your 
hand upon your heart and till \me if I lye. 

' ' : ' L V C Y. 

Pr'ythee be quiet, and let me go about my la-" 
dy's bufinefs. 

r S'VBTH ' 

Whither, in fuch hafte, pray ? 

LUCY, 

To your m after, 

l 1 _ •»*»Mj 
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SUBTLE. 
To my matter, and from your mi ft re fs 1 pretty 
forward, that ! And, pray, what may your mef- 
fage be? 

LUCY. 

That, I have orders to deliver only to himfelf. 

SURTLE* 
' Indeed f Bat he is in his night-gown ft ill. Do 
you" think you can venture yourielf with bim, 
without hurting your modefty f * 

LUCY, [£*/%.] 
My modefty ? Why, you are jealous, Subtle 

SUBTLE. 

Jealous of decency ; as for the reft, I am fecwe. 

LUCY. 

And you are in the right. Your mailer is fo 
mopifb, that there is not the lead danger of him* 

SUBTLE. 
Igad I would not care, to trull hhn tee* far ; for 
that roguiflt look of thine is capable of bringing 
about ftrange revolutions. 

L U C Y. 
But, here he comes, juft in the nick of time* 

SUBTLE. [S$ratch^i bit be**} 
Shall I retire? 

IUCY. 
1 think he looks more gay than ttfaal ; there is 
more fire, in his eyes. What fay you, Subtle ? 

SUBTLE. 

Say ? Why, I fey, that to oblige you, I'll e'en 
lay where I am. 



S C ENK 
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SCENE IV. 

CLBRIMONT. [At the fide of the ft age \ 

CLIR1MONT, 

Sibtle ! 

SUBTLE. 
Sir. 

CLERIMONT, 
Is my father here? 

SUBTLE. 
No, all's fafe, he is to his chamber with mr. 
Trumaa ; come forward, here is a perfon has ibme-* 
thing to fay to you. 

CLERIMONT. 

Lucy ! is it yod ? What procures me the pkafure 
of this vifit } 

l u'c y: 

Sir, I am fent by my miftreft. 

CLERIMON T, ■- 
Sent by your miftrefs ! to me r 

L U c.y. 
Moft- certainly*' fir, it is not from myfelf. 
CLBRIMONT, 

Well, and tell'me; my dear girl, what are her » 
commands? 

LUC Y.> 

In the firft place, ihe dcfires to know how your 
melancholly does. 

CLERIMON T. [Smiling.-] 

My melancholly. Oh, it lofes ground hourly,; I feel 
its force diminish every moment. 

LUCY. 

Good news ! X am glad to hear it* 
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SUBTLE. [Afidc totncyj] 

You fe? | was in the right to ftay here, 

CLER1MONT, 

What are ypu faying to her ? 

i su B.Ti E;. 
Only a word or two about our own affaJn. 

CLIRIM'ONT. 
You take your time very prettily. [To Lucy.} 
Have you any thing to fay to me in private, Lacy ? 

S y B T L E, 
Oh Lord* fir, boT.I may ftay: Have you any 
thing you would conceal from me? 

CLERIMONT. '[$*&*.] : 

Ah, ha f I undprfland you, mr. Subtle f 

S U -B T L E. 
What! you think I am inquifitive ? 
CLE R I MONT. 

Inquifitive ; yes, yes> I know what yen meaj*. 

Well, Lucy. 

' LUCT, 

Well, fir, fince you begin to-fmooth yotrr brow 
a little, I fhall go, and acquaint my niiftrefs how I 
rind matters. hiA now awondte yon. Mymiftrefs* 
acquaints you by me* that 3 female relation of hcrr 
isjtffliirWed from Antw^rp^who is one .of the. »W 
ridiculous country dpwdeys that ever fa foot » 

Paris. 
. 4 CLERIMONT, 

I do not fee how this can concern me, 

LUCY. 

.'Mdrethan y.ou imagine. You mull know, this* 
fame country lady, who has never feen any thing, 
rn her life, is dying with impatience to go to an 
opera ; which the poor' f&ul imagines to be the 
eiehth wonder of the world. . 

~ - CLERIMOKT. 
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CLE HIM O N T. 

. She*!! find herfelf greatly deceived fiotprocced, 
for this can be nothing to me neither. 

LUCY. 

I beg your pardon, it can, and it iaf. 

CL UIMONT, [Impatiently 

A* how I 

• * , • t, . . 

LUCY. 

You'll fee. My miftrefsy who ncrer goes to pub- 
lic places, is very much embarraJTed by the curiofity 
of her coufin, -who infills that fhe (hall take her 
to this fame opera. * 

* C L E)t I M"0 NT, . 

Why* your miitrefs has h in herpower to refute; 

LUC Y. 

And fo ihe did at frit* but ,mr, Wealthy defires 
ihe will comply, and then, you know, there can be 
j^o denial. 

CLERIMONT. 

That's true. 

* 

Lucy, 

And what adds to the dilemma is, that (he hap- 
pens to be as little acquainted with the opera be- 
ings as her cou-fin,. and (hall not know how to be- y 
have, tinlefs me* has fbm£ one to keep her in 
countenance. She has defired yo«r father to ac- 
company her, but he has refufed ; (he then afked 
mr. Truman, who excoferf himfelf, and defired hex 
to apply to you-. ^ 

• • subtle:. 14F&. j ' ' ' - 

What a malicious old devil ! ' 

CLUIMCNT, 

To me? Appier to mc to accompany her tp th^ 
opera! ' .--'--. ^ ^ 
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IVCT. 
Yes, and foe defires as a favour that you will 
be ready in a couple of hours at fartheft ; fo it is 
high time you began to drefs yourfelf. You fcem 
thoughtful. 

SUBTLE. 
My maHer is only thinking of what fuit he fliafl 
put on ; he has fo many, that he is puzzled in his 
choice. 

CLERIMOtfT. \Apitt9 Subtle.] 
Hang dog, you know the contrary. 

Lucy. 
Sir, will you not give me an anfwer r 

CLERIMONT. 

I am thinking of one. T hat curfcd fellow 

Truman ! 

L V O Y. 

Well, your fervant, fin — -I fhall let my miftrefs 
know that you did not think it worth your while to 
return any anfwer. 

CLERIMONT. 

For heaven's fake, Lucy, what do you .mean ? 
X am at prefent — — in a great dilemma — not 

knowing how- — which what cloaths I (ball 

wear for to tell you the truth, \Afide\ 

'Sdeath, I (hall go mad ! 

SUBTLE, 
.You may return back to your lady, mrs. Lncy, 
I will fix his resolution : and fo you may e'en tell 
her without hefitation, that my mailer will wail 
on her at the time appointed. 

LUCY. 
, Enough, Oh how delighted (hall I be. to fee an, 
dpera j it is* what I have longed, for this many 
a-day j {Exit. 

1CENB 



The REFORMED RAKE, vjj 
SCENE V. 

CLERIMONT. 
'Sdeath, rafcal, what promife is this you hare 
made for me ? 

SUBT l r. 
Why, it was neceflary for me to make Come 
anfwer, as you would not return any, 

CLE* I MONT. 

Bat you know very well I am in no condition (O 
go out. 

SUBTLt 

That is no faok of mine. Why was you in fuch 
a hurry to fell your cloaths ? 

CLERIMONT.. 
What (hall I do ? I am in as much defpair as ever \ > 

SUBTLE, 

. But feriottfly fpeaking, my dear 6t, are you realty 
fo paifionately in love with mrs. ifabella, as you 
pretend to be ? 

CLERIMONT, 
In love with her ! 'Sdcath, villain, I love her 
dearer than life ; nor is it a paflion of to-day : no, 
I have long burned in fecret for her, but thought 
niyftlf on worthy not only of attempting to gain 
her heart, but even to declare, myfelf. Virtue, 
Subtle, commands fefpeft, even from the greateffc 
libertines ; and muft I now behold myfelf reduced 
to the neceffityof refufing an &Gt of common ci- 
vility to tbeperfon for whom I have the greateft \ 
efteem ! No, rro, I can ne^er fupport this difgracc. * 

3 U B T L E. : 
Come, do not defpair ; c as I knew La tleur to fte 
a great rafcal, I prevented tim from carrying away 
yfcur trubk**, - ^- -' - • ~~"" -'-.■•'-- 

CURIMONT; 
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CLERIMONT. 

Then L afa faved once inorcL : 

•S U B T LB. 

, And I ha*e fqld,thjem fco-an honeft dealer, who 
will give you double the Turn La Flcuc offered for. 
them ; and you wilL receive the, money this very 
afternoon. . ,_ . . 

* T'CLE.R J NIP NT. . 

But have you delivered them to him } 

i% , - . ,'S.U B T^JE./, 

I could not do other wife, my dear fir. 

CLE*J*f O-ttT. 

« 

SUB TLB. 

Not at all ; Hi engage the money fhall be forth- 
coming; \w ' 

CLHIMONT. 
* $ut?tbat will. not pgocurQ me a fait time enough 
to go te the opera. 

SUBTLE. 
'Odfo ! I never thought of that. 

]' . .' /CLERIMONT. .'"'.' 
Wilt thoa be for ever blundering, and I .thc l 
occafion of it ? Qh I there is nothing left hue 

death ! , . . r . 

S'UBTL E. ' ^ . 

Lord do not be in fuch a vlofenfc hurry about 
dying ; I'll go an<) get ^fty guinea^ qf the mojney, 
and that will more tjiah pqrehafe. a.fuit, and. put 
ttipney in you$ pocket forgone, expehecs, ; 

C L E R I U $ If T. 

r Bqt.iC.I- fad m$ pockets, fftjl of mqney, 4*d ill 
my cloaths, ho,w cau$ I tenure tqftipf qut? : The 
hcWe isi>efet with bailiffs. I fhoulti takpniplfftfwc 

in 
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in braving thofe rafcals, that b certain, and fhould 
Jioe doubt laying- half a dozen of them at my feet ; 
but that would sot do, for I might be overpowered 
-by numbers, and obliged to yield at laft. [Pau/i*g] 
Subtle, run to Daredevil, and Jack Ramble, they mat 
•my friends, and two honeft fellows, tdl them I Jhall 
be glad if they would accompany me, 

SUBTLE. 

Lord f you will not want them. 

CLERIMONT* 
What do yon mean r" : 

SUBTLE. 
I mean as I fay. Shall not I be with you ? Of 
do you reckon me for no-body ? 

CLERIMONT. 

Troth not much better. 

SUBTLE.^ 
How, fir, have you forgot the intrepid valour J 
difpiayed in the recovery of the jewels f 

CLERIMONT. 
That was fomething, indeed, but not an exploit 
great enough for me ta rely upon your afliftance in 
fuch an attempt as this*, 

SUBTLE. [Setting bis *rms f-kimbo, and fruiting up 

anddrwn tbeftagt.] 

Very well, fir! mighty well? Yon (hall fee* 
that's all ; you. (halt fee whether I will not cfcort 
yon fafe'to the opera, and back again. Til engage 
to difpatch. fix bailiffs to my own (hare. Six and ux 
I think are twelve ; add to thefcthe wounded, and 
thofe that will run away, and then I think we (hall 
have thf field to ourfelves. . 

CLERIMONT. 

Com* on then ; I am determined ; but I mult 
"own yon rurprife me greatly. 

suitli. 



i*.; 



-:>.■} 
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SUBTLE. 
And that furprife is oftenfive to my valour. 
Though I have the heart of a lion, yet I always 
confider, that a prudent man will never have re- 
courie to force, till every other milder method- fails. 
Xhave a notion of paying a vifit to the four cre- 
ditors, who have writs oat againft yen, and endea- 
vour to bring them to an agreement j and I flatter 
myfelf I fhallbe able to perfuadethe rafcals to give 
yon liberty to walk abroad for this one day at leaf*. 

CLERI MOKT.. 

That would be a glorious feat indeed, but it ap- 
pears to me alxnoJi impracticable, - 

SUBTLE. 

Ill fet about it, however, and be with yon again 
in a little rime. 

CLERIMONT. 

. If you fucceed, there is nothing that I will not 
do for thee, 

SUBTLE. 
Well, pacify yourfelf, I am as good atnego* 
tiating as at fighting. 

CLERIMONT, 
Ran then, my good lad ! run ! 

SUBTLE, 
On the bats' wings will I fly. [Exit fining. 

CLERIMONT. 
I* never knew the merit of this fellow *till now; 
I have had a thou&nd proofs of his zeal and af- 
fection for me, but that he fhould have courage 
enough to lhare danger with me, is what I could 
never have ftupefted. 



SCENE 



The REFORMED R-AK& ua 
S C E N E VI. - 

» . - • 

Enter ISABELLA and LUC Y. 

ISABELLA. 
Quick, Lucy, quick, my coufin is waiting fo# 
me> and I moft go and bring her hither. 

LUCY* 
Blefs me ! there is -your lover fiealing away. 

ISABELLA. [7* Chnmomt,i& it Jkaihrvin 

Mr. Clerimont, nv. Clerimont, a word with yo», 
if you plcafe. 

CLERIMONT, [Hm!f behind tbtfetmu.] 

Ptefmit me tor retire, madam* I am quite alhamed 
to appear before you in this difhabille. 

ISA BELLA. 

^ - - » » 

•' Truly I think you have reafon. Is it thus yom 
prepare to accompany me ? 

CLERIMONT. [RrtwmtgJ 

. I (haU be dreft in half an hour at mod, and we 
have two hours good yet. 

ISABELLA. 
But why fo long in your night gown ? 

CLERIMONT* 

Why, madam becaufe 1 Oh/ I 

have my reafons for that. 

ISABELLA. 
And what toay they, be, pray ? Are you ill? 

CLERIMONT. 

Oh nor I am infinitely better than I was.— — 
but 

ISABELLA, 

But what? v; 
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CLERIMONT. 

r r » 

I have been writing all the morning —befidesv 
J wait for Subtle'* return, whom I have feat with *> 
ineffageV - • 

ISABELLA* 
i Cannot you drefa yoorfelf without him? 

Oh I no, impoffibTe. ' ' 

•\ < • •• "» * tre *; • " ' 

Bat-yen maybegvraagyefirfrur ireft, fif, and" 
Jhat will fave fan* tiaei for my lady it in a great 
harry. 

. C fc *. R yK On» T; _ . 
; 'OdfpJ that's right,.. Madam will yoa petmit 
me to retire aud .. . , ., ■ ; . . , „ , 

c ,Ye*j ^,pray do, aivd n?ake harfk, I defir^yon. 

CLERIMONT. 

Your commands cannot be too fpeedily executed. 
> . '. IRlmioff. 

X 

\ 

S C ..-.£• N' E VII. 

L U C Y. . 
Well, madam, what fay yoa? Methinks mr. 
iCforimant dots, not look amik-in an nndreft : his 
night-gown really becomes him. / 

ISA'S 2 V h A. 
Trine, fcacy $ bat there it a certain meJaincholly 
hangs about him^ftjlL that makes me very uneafy. 

» ... :r , + t ... >v. li^C Y. \ ( ' . 
Makes you uneafy, yon fay ? 

isi**£llA. 
Yes, I mad confefs it raifes my pity. 
*» * LUCY, 



LUCY. 

«-» » » »■ 

Uneafinefs and pltyVwell, love is not far. off 
4hen. 

ISABELLA. 

jfcaee, iuuUcap ; kerc is the old gMtIe*na*w 

S :C -,E :N^ t E : .'VIII. 

• * • -i ,*■ j '•■*.." •♦ 






WEALTHY. 

Well, my dear IfabeHa, hive you found a gen- 
Jtieraan to gallant yoorto the oyer*? > : • • 

■ ' /: ' • ' ' t u\c y.. { ' ; ; - v. ' ' 

Yes, fir; we have proyide^ one who witl be very 
agreeable coibpatfyi. " ' * - ; '"« '-' 

But it is neceflarylihotAd r know who he is. 

ISA BEt'LA;* w ; 
A very agreeable gendfefcan, tf aflure you, fin 

And one we like voryi xtiu4h£ 1 aflure you, fir, 

Silence, Lucy f * r > f ' " " 

WEALTtfSft 
And pray wh&t -may b£ tfetf dame of this very 
j^rdeaMc and -?ery ; . much liked gtiitfemaaF. 

' :.irt . .>i*J. j^£*g*i£ £ JJ'A'' 1 "** '^ tavLwii 

••■•*\i» £ fofcVie^l' fiiicy; v^^iffl JJflt 

fie is the fon of the *nan in the* ^rro^Wlrotfl^l 
owe the greateft gYaBt&W &rffl Wpe&. 

^ . -r?, cr;o • :-:v ; £ '^fc^ t ,:C7 c') fry j : ? 

Nay, now, mr. Wealthy wilH^vcl" be nfcble jo 
gtt«6- j, *: a u a a i : 

'{films diora alrii ;; L^jqxs I 3l ^ fI ^VJ i i*£ , ^HT» 
• v o v a . n 'ii Vi o\ aoit s 
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WEALTHY. 
'Has my (on engaged to accompany you ? 

ISABELLA. 

Atleaft he has promifed Lucy at mutb, whom £ 
lent to him with my requcft. 

.. WEALTHY. [AJOi.] i 
That rafcal, Subtle, has betrayM us ; I knew it 
would be fo. • But pray tell me, Lucy, did he not 
make fome hefitation in complying \ 

L V C Y. 

Oh! yes; he would even have fent me awsy 
without an anfwer, had not his man Subtle under- 
taken to anfwer for him. 

WEALTHY. l4JUk.\>>\ ..*..*■ 

Subtle is an honeft fellow ; I was mifUken. 

» - » » . 

L U C Y. 

I never faw a man fo embarraflcd in my life. 

r. WEAXTHY. 

Indeed J I am heartily glad of it. 

How, fir! glad of it i Why/o, pray? 

WEALTHY. 

Oh! Ihavjemyxeaions. 

IS ABE LI- A-,/ - 

Blefamel what do I hoar? Nay, then* I am 
refolved he (hall not go with me, Lucy, run and 
. tell son Qlerimont that I t vffll not go to- the opera. 
— Y^laugh> iir] ' „ /: . 

■ .:. ' WEALTHY. . 

But you do not, I think; your eyes feent to 
Jparkjewithragp. ; ,. r P1 y 

I SABELLA. • i'vi 

v; .Lmu§L,ponfefs I expefted a little more civility 
* from your fon. t v c r . 
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LUCY. 

^ imagined his behaviour woold- caufe your re- 
sentment, and therefore concealed it from yon. 

W £ A LTHX . 

For fear yon ihould not go to the opera, I fup. 
pofe. • 

tUCY» 

It was fo, indeed* 

WEALTHY. 

A mighty pretty amufement for people who are 
going into a convent ! Heark'e, Ifabella, I defire 
you will moderate your refentmeat ; my Ton is not 
guilty of the lead want of refped to yon ; and I 
conld.excufe this* behaviour 6f his frqm , very. diffi- 
dent ceafoas. l 

"ISABELLA. 
1 Ihould be glad to know them, fir ; and I could 
readily forgive him, 

WEALTHY. [«%.] 

I fancy yon could. However, L will explain 
myfelf more .at large another time j: at>pnsfent, I 
fltall content my Wf wj;h aiTaring >you, that yon 
condemned him unjnfUy. 

v ISA SELLA. 

Yon afiure me of drat? 

WEALTHY. 
I do very ferioufly. 

ISABELLA* : 

1 believe you, fir ; and am as ferioufly pleafed 

at it. . -. t \ . ; - : * 

. L u e v. • '•••"••* • 

I will lay a wager I can guefs at the rcaibns m* 
Wealthy mentions. I have heard mr. Truman 
fay, that mr. Clerimont is over head and ears in 
<Wbv and perfecuted by his creditors. Now to me 

the 
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the poor young gentleman has all the appearance 
of .being, affli&cd with a malady called ceftJmement 
per force*. ; 

WEALTHY. 
Troth, Lacy has gueft the reafon ; he dare not 
JSr Dot of doors for fear of being art effcd. 

I S A- B £.iL.!L A. 
And can you, fir, know this, and- net take pity 
on him f Howca* yous fuffiw Jiim to remain in fo 
-cruel a fitnatioa ? 

: »He deferves nothing better from me. 

ISABELLA. 

» * 

Ala's ! he has fmarted but too deeply for his er- 
rors ; your cruelty droye.him. to defpair ; and per- 
mit ine to fay that, but for me, you would not 
irow J hare had a fon. : 1 have feen into the bottom 
-of his foul ; he was weary of life only becatrie he 
had loft you>afF«&k>m TaV •he' may have incur- 
red your j«ih re&mment by his : c*ftdu& yet "the 
fincecky a£ hitswpewttttc^ ft» firely nterits year 
rforgi»e*Efc. *Ypa atetofrtefcclfef vpartftt, and a* 
too good a fon, for you to c*iftkitt« long tattmkbiei 
Xet me therefore pn*my -kpe^s implore you to take 
him again into favour, d^jafkit bfcajRfeXajp Sa- 
tisfied he is worthy of it ; and that very tiling con- 
curs to favour my petition/ 

WEALTHY. pHpifi bis #>«*. J 

Rife, my deaf ITaoeSa, woufcl Truman were 

;!: ■;"..•-' .1 i~ :ir. -fs j .si <f ■ *> .; s-..':_ 

ISABELLA. •- • -• 

Alas! can you not induce a father's tender- 
^cfs^ithout hi ^ ^ermiOiotv ? " ; -> * 

•%- „... j -^ t .' -,.'. : i . ;,,i! viuiaa\/ 

. ... ;. • ... r.o ti .r.- ;..•/; ;.«i s.m') s '; '• 
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WEAiTHY, 

No, I cannot.; that devil of a man is matter of all 
nay fentiments : befides, I . have entered into cer- 
tain meafures with' him, which I cannot breakwith- 
ouf imprudence. ' 

I-SABULA. 
"Ah, fir! 

-.'.•' 'WE ALTHY. 

Jbo n6t take advantage of my weaknefs, ,good 
jrirl I let us drop this fubjeft. — You think' then, that 
my fon has a paflion for you ? 

ISABELLA. 
I fhould be very blameablc to doubt it, after the 
Sacrifice he has made me. 

WEALTHY. 

Come, IfabeUa, open your whole heart to me. 

LUCY. 

<Do, dear madam ! courage ! 

W E A-L THY. 

JDo you love him in return ? 

ISABELLA. 

Sir 

LUCY. 

Flltake upon me to anfwer for my millrefs.— 
Yes 

WEALTHY. 

You blulh, Ifabella, and are filent ! This is the 
^very reply I could wi(h. But are. you really fuffi- 
ciently perfuaded of his repentance to venture upon 
him for a hufband ? 

ISABELLA. 
If I was worthy to be mr. Clerimont's wife, fir, 
I fhould not make the leaft hefiution. 

G LUCY. 
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i* tr<c Y. 
Nor'I neithfer, bymy faith. 

ISABELLA- 
Bat alas! fortune has treated me.&QJ, ihat-~ 

WEAiTH^, 

Come, come, defpair of nothing; :I flatter snjr- 

felf that the world will in yon fee an example, that 

heaven, foooer or 'later, £iways rewards prudence 

tod virtue. lExttnt. 



5EKp ftf ihe Fotmf h J\ct. 
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A C T V. SCENE I. 
TRUMAN ««? SUBTLE. 

SUBTLE. 

WE L L, «fir 1 yoo have had above an hour's 
private conversation with my matter ; 
*re yon not now fully convinced of my difcrction 
and fidelity? 

TRUMAN. 

I am perfedUy convinced, Subtle, that thou art 
a lad of .honour ; and that fo far from having be* 
-trayM any of our fchemes to thy matter, he has not 
the leaft fufpicion tf the means his father and I 
have ufed to fnatch him from the precipice to which 
his irregularities had hurry'd him. I am perfectly 
acquainted with his heart, I find it is incapable of 
dttfimufation or jreftraint: and, I may venture to 
fay, that I haye too much difcemment to Jet him 
impofe upon me, had he attempted it. He is in 
fuch a dreadful uncertainty, fo diftrafibed between 
remorfe, fhame, and sipprehenfion, that I mull 
. <onfefs my heart bleeds for him, as I am cer- 
tain that of my good old friend's will likewHe. In 
ihort, I think, it is- high time to deliver poor Cleri- 
mont from his prcfent unhappy fituatkm ; and put 
it in his power to five us uadfo^ted proofs of the 
Sincerity of his repentance, -and his return to m(~ 
dom and prudence. 

G * svbtm* 



\> 



k*» The GENEROUS ARTLFZCE-i-Or, 

, SUBTLE. 

To fay the truth, I would not fwear for him 
yet j~I am how preparing a (harp trial for bun ; and 
poor young man he is very prone to fall. If un- 
happily he fhould take another flight, and ever 
come, to the knowledge of my ha^ng rafted, in 
concert' with yoii and his father, to put this trick 
upon him, fee would mod certainly put me to death. 

TRUMAN. 
Make yourfelf eafy, Subtle, and depend upon 
my honour that you ihall come to.no harm. But 
how do youopropofe to -begin your plan of opera- 
tions ? 

S U B T L E. ; 

By prefenting him. the letter of licence from his 
four perfecuting creditors, which I have juft got 
them -to fign'-: and as he is very well acquainted 
with their hands, he will readily ,belieye himfelf in 
fafety for this day. 

TRUMAN. 
But where is this letter of licence ? 

SUPINE. '...." 

; Here it is, and I believe according to form ; for 
I drew it up myfelf. 

TRUMAN. 
Give it me. [Reading to himfelf ', and/miles.'] It is 
a droll piece, and entirely fuitable to the genius of 
the compofer. 

SUBTLE. 
Do you approve of it ? 

' TRUMAN. 

I think it a little upon the ridiculous ; bat the 
flile is fo eafy and natural, that your mailer, who 
is far from being of a diftruilful temper, will eafily 
believe it authentic. 

SU1TLB. 
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S U B T L Bi 

Yes, yes; I am pretty fafein thdtrefped; there- 
fore as (boa as he thinks Jiimfelf at liberty to go 
0at, be you- ready to fecond me. 

TRUMAN. 

That I can eafily do ;- for we*can overhear evtry 
xhing that pafles between him and you, provided 
you converge in- this room. 

SUBTLE. 
Oh I the fcene (hall pafs here I promife you*; I'll 
draw him this way without appearing to intend -it. 

TRUMAN, 
Right; then mr Wealthy and I, and perhap 9 
Ifebella too. (For I think it is proper he (hould be 
of the party) will hide ourfelves behind the fcreen 
in the next room ; fo that we fhall not Iofe a word 
of what pafles, and be ready to (hew ourfelves at 
improper time. 

S U B T L-E. 

Nothing can be better concerted. Have you the 
monies ready ? 

T R U M*A N. 
Ready to produce whenever you think proper. 

SUBTLE. 
Tell the porter to come in at the great door as 
foon as he hears me fneeze, that (hall be the fignalr 

TRtTMAN, 

• Very well, 1*11 take care to give him his cue. 

SUBTLE. 

And" Tom is to bring the cloaths whenever yoir 
think it neceJTaly. 

TRUMAN. 

Let me alone to manage, my boy f all (hall go 
right. 

G 3 SUBTLE. 
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$U B T LB* 
Well then, the play will open immediately and 4 
it will be a very intcrcftine one for Mrs. Ifabtttai 
Be fure to have her fo placed that fee may n*t Me 
a tingle word. 

TRUMA(». 
I will; and ctoyotf, on your part, tafce cart tt>~ 
manage matters fo with thy mailer, that he may. 
unbofom his whole foal. 

SVBTU 
Rely open my Ml, you {haft, fee Ms heart tt 
plain as if it was before y<Mr 

TRUMAN, 

Heaven (end as fuccefk! But retire, kBt Hcl 
would come unawares and furprife as together. 

SUBTLE* 

I'll vanira; but now I think of it* have you ft* 
his pocket-book inta the coat which is to be brought 
Mm r 

TRUMAN. 

I have, and he will find the contents very diffe- 
rent from thofc he left in it. How great will be hi*. 

furprife I 

&VB-TLB. 

That will be the unravelling of the piece which? 

is to decide every thing. 

T R U M AN. 

Add I aflbre yoa I* as well a* his father, wait for 
it with the greateft impatience. As to. thee, my. 
honed Subtle, reft aflured that we will put thee ia . 
a condition, to make tncy thy. wife. 

SUBTLE. 

Ah !. Sir $ after fo . generous a promtfe I wonld ? 
cheat myfelf to, do you a fervice* Bat I hear a 
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floHef [Looking out }. As litre it is my maftcr com- 
feg tkia way.*->-w-Decamp from, hence this moment, 
and go and place yourfefte* ready, I'll anfwer for 
it you Jhall have chverfidn enough. 

T ROMAN. 
WeB> I am gone $ but be fare yoo remember, 
Sbbtle, that on the conducting of this interview, 
depends 

ru'BTLlj 
Gpo4. kqtd f do you think I do not know what 
I am abbot! Away with you, I fay. [/tyfr*/ «r 
Truman.} ; 

S C B If JE 11. 

IVRTkE. [&&*.] 
Well, friend S^ipl** now.it i* yoortinrtf to dif? 
play the whole of that art for which you are fo 
juftly famed! in order to amufe tha auditors. But 
faith, the nearer the cataftrbphe approaches, the 
greater apprefaenfions I am under. If my hair- 
brain'd matter, when he find* himfelf at liberty, 
and wallowing in gold 3fld. fijvor, (hould break loofe 
%gain» ia good faieb I may. Ia^v5? Teaf<J^ to- repent ofc 
having engaged in this fcheme : bat then, on' the 
other hand, if I (hould be the means of reclaiming 
him, what joy will it give his father \ and what ho- 
nour will it gain me ! Encouraged by this hope, 

I'll fet to work heartily, and But here comes 

our young fpark. Now heaven fend us well over it ! 

SCENE I1L 

* 

Enter C L E R I M Q N T. 
CLBRIMONT. 
• Subtle, where have yon been ? Why did* yciV 
base mc to longaJosQ ? 

G^4 sfeJTLit. 
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S'U'B.TUJ > • -.> .1 ' -.I — 
Why, I had a mind to ftretch my4egs a litthe iw 
this room ; it is larger, and more airy than- your 
chamber ; let us walk and talk here. 

CLERIMONT. 

But are you Aire that my father will not come in. 

upon us r 

SUBTLE. 

No, no ; he's gone oat with mr. Truman, and 
they will not return till night, fo that we may have 
onr full fwing. 

CLERIMONT. 

Shall I be able to go to the opera, think you ? 

# SUBTLE. 

Make yourfelf eafy upon that head. 
CLERIMONT. 

Futmy cloathj are nor come. 

. SUBTLE. . 
You'll have them you may depend upon ii ; be. 
fides, you have time enough before you. 

CLERIMONT. 
True ; but if I was dreft 1 would go to Ifabella** 

apartment. 

SUBTLE. 
Lord help you, my dear fir, if you was dref?d like 
a prince,, I'll anfwer for her (he would not receive 
>ou ; con fide r you. are too agreeable and too rakifli 
to be admitted like an indifferent per ion. 

CLERIMONT. 
And yet I mould with to (land in that light with 
Ifabella, for I refpect tter as much as I love her. 

SUBTLE. 
Egad (he'd (hut the door in your face : you know 
what fort of a. temper hex's is j anxbl can. aflius 

yoa. 
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you her maid Lacy is not a whit more complaifant 
than her miftrefs ; faith they are jaft fit for each 
other. 

CLERIMONT. 
I fancy, Subtle, if ever Lacy is thine, (he mad 
take great care of her behaviour, for yoo would be 
plaguy miftruftful. 

SUBTLE, . 
Well, well, fir j we {hall fee how you will ma- 
nage with a -wife. 

CLERI MO N T. 

Troth, Subtle, the will be an excellent one [ 
believe; for I do not thfakl (hall -ever be marry'd- 

. 8UBTI.I.- 
. Never be marry'd ! Why are not you always de- 
. daring, that you adora Ifabella I 

, . . CLEM MON>T. 
• And for that very reafon I would not marry her. 

SUBTLE. 

A very extraordinary proof o( your love, in- 

indeed ! , 

CLERIMONT. 

The mod noble I caa give her. What ! (hall I 
Have the inhumanity to render her miferable only 
for the fake of gratifying my own paffion ? I love 
her to diftra&ion, I muft confefs; but then it is with 
an honourable love. What a lot. muft be her's if 
fee had me for a.hniband ? lam worfe than, a beg- 

- gar ; fhe without any fortune, or even the moll 
diftant hopes of having one. Good God.! what 
muft become of us both,? Would the warmth 6f 
my paffion make her amends for the ruin I mould 

* Ibring upon her ? No'; let me* rather fufFer a thou- 
fand deaths than be the author of her unhappinefe, 
I fwear to thee, Subtle, that I would rather lee her 

•••:>•' G 5 (hut 
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ftrnt op in a coeventf or lifc^thaa make her the fcora- 
or pity of the world. But alas ! have I not already-, 
ruined the bell of fathers by my fatal extravagance ?- 
A father that doated on metoexcefsi Dreadful^ 
thought !. a parent ruined* and by. my folly ! Oh I 
cannot (upportthe reflection ! 

SUBTLE. 

Lord have mercy onAts ! yoa* weep. 

CLERJMONT. 

Yes, Subtle, I at once/weep and blufli. 

S-UBTLE, 

Well* you forprifeme, \Cougbi thru times J\ huh '- 
huh ! huh 1 

CLERIM ON T. 
My tears are the tears of rage and grief: grief to 
think of what my father has fuifered, and rage, 
againft myfelf. By all that's facred, .if it was not? 
for the love I bear to Ifabelk, I would not fuppprfc> 
life anqtha day I 

S^UBTi 1. [G»fiisf 4f«*3 
This is a good opening. 

CLER IM ONt. 

What is a good opening V 

SUBitLE. 
Your prefent contrition. 

CLJRIMONt 
What avails contrition when it comes too fate ?' 
My errors have been too numerous ever to be re- 
paired. 

UBTL1 

Come, fir, take courage ; perhaps the old ge» b 
tlemait is aot fix obdurate as he would make youv 
helicve. 

r 

CLHLlMO*Tt 
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ClfERIMONT,, 

Oh ! Subtle, I know him better than you do ; 
notwithstanding the reafons he has to be irritated 
again ft me ; notwithftanding I have rendered my- 
felf fo unworthy of his tendernefs, yet I am cer- 
tain that if it was in his power, he would ftill 
exert hrmftlf to the utmoft for my relief. I have 
repeatedly experienced his bounties, and have as 
repeatedly, abnftd them. Come hither, Subtle,, 
Kften to what I am now about to fay- to thee. My 
only wifh is, to be atye to repair my father's flut- 
tered fortune, and tha^t roqmenr to. put an end to- 
ny being*. 

SUBTLE* {Omtbingbmiti titer htf«e\ 

Mark that ! 

clerimo &*r. 

What do yotr mean ? 

SUBTLE, 

Why, I was faying tor myfclf that your word*- 
deferve to be written in letters of gold. Upon my 
fool, fir, yon draw tears from my eyes too.' Welt, 
let the world fay wharthey pleafe, you have cer- 
tainly a good heart. Permit me to embrace you, 
my dear matter 1 never did man- better defer?* ta 
have his liberty. 

C'L E R I M O^ftT. 

Have yon any hopes then of fucceeding in you* 
negociation ? 

S V P T L E. 
Ay 9 more than hope ; lam certain of iu 

CLERIMONT. 
What do you tell me ? May I then flatter Jnyfelf f 

SUBTLE. [Pullmg wt* ppr.] 

Read, judge, and rejoice 1 

CfcSniUONT* 
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cl'erimonV,, 

What paper is that ? . ' 

SUBTLE, - , 
It is a letter of licence from your four creditors, . 
who had adlions again ft you. I have read them 
fuch a leflure, that they have agreed to all we. hare 
defired of them. .... i 

C L E R IMONT, 
Let me fee it. [Reading.] 

SUBTLE* 

Well, what fay yoa now £ 

. C L E R I M. On T. 

There is no tr tilling to this ; it has alFthe ah" 
•f a joke. 

yU'BTLEi ' 
A joke ?"" good that ! Do not you know the hand- 
writing of thofe who have" figned it? 

CLERIMONT. 

Yes;.yes,^I know their writing; but the ftyle— 

SUBTLE. 

Oh ! it was drawn up by Mr. Selvedge, who, -J 
a fibre you, looked upon it as a ma fieri y piece ; and, 
as well as the others, figned it without any referve 
or fubterfugc whatever. Do you imagine that I 
would expofe you to danger for the fake of divert- 
ing myfelf? You doubt me, I find, fir; I would 
fooner hazard my own life for your fefety. 

CLERIMONT. 

I did not r think of that ; but notwithstanding 

this licence, we muft'find fome means of fatisfying 

the officers. 

SUBTLE. 

Oh, I have taken care to furnifh them with du- 
plicates of it. 

CLERIMONT. 
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CUR'lMONT, 

My dear lad, let me embrace thee, thou artthe 
nonpareil of ferving men. 

SUBTLE. 

Why, without vanity, I think I may fay you do 
me no more than juftice : I always love people 
4h6uld fave me the pain of fpeaking my own 
-praife*. • ■ ' » ** 

CLERIMONTi 
But are you very fure this is not defigned as a 
trap to get me out of the home, and mew — 

SUBTLE. 

Why do you think me fuch an afs, to be impofed 
upon in that manner ? No, no, I'll anfwer for them 
with' my life; at the word, you know you have me 
for your friend. 'Egad I am almoft forry they came 
to 'this agreement, as it has prevented' me* taking , 
my^revenge on thofe rafcally bailiffs.. 

CLERIMONT. 

Methinks your courage goes even ttrraftibefl, 
Subtle ! Why did" I not know thee better before ? 
We mould have atchiev'd fome glorious feat* to- 
gether. 

S U B T LE; ' 

That we ihould, I promifeyou. 

[Coughs three times .] 

CLERIMONT. 

What is the matter with thee ? 

SUBTLE. 

FTiavc got a devilifh cold in running about for 
you. [Sneezes two or three times.] 

C LE R I -WON T. 

'Zounds ! your coW has come on very fuddenly! 

SUBTLE, 
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S U B T h ?. 
It is with overheating myfelf in. fearph of money. 

[ptuezes again j 
CLERIMONT. 

Nay, fyr heavenV&ke give over all this coughing, 
and freezing. 

SUBTLE, [RaJJhzJHxxtoct.] 

Oh I (hall never give over till I fee the money* 
*&gad here it is. 

SCENE IV. 
$uter\ a Porter «witbfevtr*l Bag* 

A cnrfc upottthe fellow tha* loaded me in this 
wanner like a pafikrhorfe I I believe J have betn- 
felf Paris over, before I could find <HK this plaguy 
fonfe too. Gentlemen, be f<* obliging to e*fe ate 
*• little of my load> • for I am npt able to carry it* 
any longer. 

c LE R I'M a N T> 

What have yorgot there, friend ? 

PORTER. 

Money, I think they fay-* bat o'my confcieac* 
it is as heavy as lead; 

Cfc.E R I M O tfT. 
Is it for me h 

To be fare it ist> Yqu h$ yoang mr. Wealthy*, 
a»'t yon ? 

CLERIMONT. 

' The fame. 

P O* T E*> 

Jam ^|ad I hw feu**) 350a, 



CLERIMONT, 

- And lb am I too, I allure ypa. But who font* 
you with this ? 

F O KTER, 

A devil of a Mow that lives at one end of the* 

world, and hat fent me to the other. la not this ? 
a direction to you ? 

CLERIMONT* 

It is, you are quite rightv Pray do you know 
tile very, civil gentleman who- fcpt ypn on thi*> 
meffage to me ? 

S-U B T LI, 

It is an acquaintance of mine, whom I happened ; 
Id meet with in my way, and as I had your notes 
about me*, which you had received for gaming^ 
debts, J e'en (hewed them to him, and afkcd him 
if he conki raHe roe a little money upon them* 
Hum ! fays ht, putting on his fpe&acles, and look* 
fag on them, do yo*<kn*w the parties ? Are you? 
wU&ig to cndorfe them ? With all my heart, reply *&> 
L Mighty well* fcid he, your name to it is a*- 
good as government fecurity j Ml get the money 
lor you immediately. Aa this man is honefty 
itfelf, I very readily accepted of his 'offer ; and 
finding him in a humour toferve me,. I e'en pro* 
pofed to him thr pnrcfca^bg of your cloaths, and— - 

CLIRIMONT* 

Oh, ho, fo then* this is the fame man that' you* 
was fpeaking to me of?* 

3»UBTtE. 

The fame ; and a* a prio/ of hit integrity, $& 
offered me uppo the fpot twice the money for the/ 
eJoaths, that the other rafcal did to whom yon» 
would have fold them, , 

N (TtlfclMOlttV 
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C L S r.i MONT; 
. What a happy chance! Sure this is a friend not 
to be paralleled. 

SUBTLE. 
Not in this wicked world, indeed. I pojitively 
do not know his equal, unlefs it is myfelf. 

' CLU1M O'N T. 
Well obfervM^. honeft. Subtle. How fhall I ever 
be able to repay the fervices thou hall done me ? 

. PORTER: 

Faith, gentlemen, you talk here very much at 
your eafe, and never think that. I am ready to drop 
.under my. burthen. 

SUBTLE. 

*Odfo ! let us eafe this poor devil of his load. 

C L E R I M O N T. 

. With .all my heart.— Here, my lad, is fomething 
for thee to drink. 

PORTER.- 

Gentlemen, I return you<tnany thanks, I am now 

as- light as a feather, and can^ jump like a graft* 

.hopper. [fix** Porter. 

s C E K E : vi • 

< - 1- 

StTBTL E.. 

Come now let us reckon the bags. One, two, 
three, four, five, and fix: an hundred pounds each ; 
thefe contain the money for your cloaths Now 
for the reft : Here are twelve ciore of an hundred 
and fifty each, and a fmall one of fifty ; this is 
the -money for your notes. 

CLERIM O'NT; 
* Good God, what a fum of ready money is here 
all on a fudden ! Well, I hope fortune is at length 
'">' weary 
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wesity of^ptrftcutiffg'tne; and* here is ertoogrrta 
indulge myself- to the height of my wtihes, if i 

was (o difpofed.' - <. 

SUBTLE, 
Bravo ! . my dear mailer, Bravo ! . Let us indulgo 
ourfdves. Sing o!4 Rofe and burn the Bellows* 
We may now taks our fwing of pleafure, to repay 
us for all our paft fufferings. A. little ready money 
for the prefent, wi r l flop your creditors jnouths, and 
we may enjoy the reft. , What fays my Crefus, my 
emperor of a mailer ! ' 

CLERIMONT, 

And is this the. advice ypa giye-me ? 

"-! ' SV BTJ.B.. 

Is it -not what you like ? 

CLERf MO N'T. 
• Like? infamous wretch! Know that my mif~ 
fortunes have taught mewifdom; they have reftorei* 
mftto my reafon, and* I thank" heaven I can now. 
at once deteft my pad follies, and thy poifonous 
councils. • ' '/ 

S UBT L E. 
My God I are you in earned ? 

CLERIMONT. 
In earned ! I know not what prevents me from 
giving thee a convincing proof of it ; and was it 
not for the remembrance of fome (ervices thou haft 
done me, I would- drive thee from my pre fence 
this inflanc. 

SUBTLE.. [Cougbntg vehemently.] 

Ay,' here isHUy curfed cough come again V 
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Well, fir, iince you are fo greatly reformed, I am? 
very willing to follow your example : we will 
henceforward live the lives of hermits; however- in 
Che mean time Til take thefe bags up- into ^ your 
• * , chamber^ 
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eaaetecr, tkat you may dtfpofe of then* in the 
aoft miwl maniwyw may think, proper* 

CLER I MONTI 

Take thefe bags, and carry them to my father's.* 
foom, that he may find them there at his retarn ; 
it is the ball remtution I can make him for the 
ieimenft trouble and expesee I have coll him. 
This fupply, froall as k is, may perhaps minifies 
to* his prefenc wants. 

& U B T L B. 

Mighty well— —but pray how are you and 
Lto lire ? 

CL.BRIMO-NT; 
By the crumbs that fall from his table, if he- 
mould not think me worthy; of a ptofic there. 

at**TI.Jk 
Hbtftfajft* how wiU yoa> ftfUfy thole fan ere- 
titers of your'*» wjto hare each an a&on again* 
yem? You. will not be able to Sir over the 
ttrcAold. ' 

CLERJMONT. 

Well* then Infill keep my chamber, and amufe< 
myfelf with boob: rea4jpg is th« cO*diaJ;trf the 
wretched. 

SUBTLE. 

Very, true, but let us rea4 romances then. I 

Jjoteft yoq amaze me. {Heribtfiucw *qp lou *\ 

CIERIMONT, 
What, at it again ? 

SUBTLE. 

Lord, fir, your moralizing, has get up into* my 
hesd„ * 

CLERIMONT, 

I heajr/ome one coming * fee who it is. - It may 
fee my_ fisher , [Going. 

SVAT4.E*- 
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SUBTLE. 

No, no, come back, it it only Tom. 
S C E N E VI.. 

Enter * fiGOTMAN* 
S* V BTL1 

Well, Twn, what have, you got there £/ 

T 0\M. 

A fuit of oteatks fct jar. CkrJmmt. 

C C I H Y M our. 
Whence had yon them 1 - 

T O Ml 

They wete given me, &w •••Asttwr ta yon? . 

?4< 3% If* <**?.. 
Bywbomi 

T*0 M* w 

By one mr. . >mr. , , , upon my fori V 
have forgot his name now* 

SUBTLE. 
Lord blefs me, it is my friend that I was fpaakf 
tag of to you*. fir l*— This ia a,picct of gallantry 
©/.his. 

CL El tM O NT.' 

For which I ,am obliged to you, I dare fay. 

SUBTLE. 

And for ranch mow than .. yoo know. Come, „ 
come drefs yourfelf quick. 

CLER IU 0»T,. 

Now I (hall be. compleatly happy. 

SUBTLE, 

You fay truer than you imagine. You may go, . 
Tfrm. . [Exit Footman. 

&CENE, 
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SCENE VII. 

C L EyR I M*0 NT. [Pitting on tbec?Mttbs.] 

Now, my dear Ifabella, I (hall bcable to obey 

your charming fumraons blefi chance !— — Butr- 

what is this in the pocket } 

SUBTLE. [Smiling.}* 

Nay, look at it. 

. CLER * M ONTr 

By all that's good, my pocket-book ! How the 
devil came it here ? 

SlT.B.TtE. 
You put it there yourfelf, I fuppofe. 

C L E R I M ON T. 

I did fo, I remember it now. Well,- faith I 

am a very heedlefs fellow. 

' ; S-UB T L K. 

An oracle could not* fpeak more true; If any 
one has opened it, • they will have found fome very 
edifying anecdotes*. 

CIERIMONT, [Opening bis pocket- book.] . 

I mull burn all thefe papers. 

• ■•IT BTLE, 

That would be .a pity-.-— however, before yon 
condemn them to the flames, read them once more 
over. 

CLERIMO N'T. [Examiningtbe Papers.'] 

Good God, what do I fee! Thefe are not letters. 
—Hum — A difcharge frorn^ Tinfel I Ditto, from 
Ragout ! Ditto, from Selvedge, and ditto from 
Fafliion. Can I believe* my eyes ! By all that's 
good here are others toaftom every one of my ere- 
- . ditors 
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*3itors without exception. , Is tbisja dream, or is it 
reality ? My dear Subtle, tell me whether am I 
waking or'fleeping ? ' 

SUBTLE... 
Faith if you are afleep, I anvfo too, for I fee 
the fame things as you do. 

CURIMONT,. 
But to whom in the name of fortune, am I ob- 
liged for fo aftoniihing a. ■ ■ ., - 

SUBTLE. 

To the fame perfon who^>aidJbr your deaths. 
/ CLERIMONT. 

Tell me who it is this moment, that I may rim 
and throw myfelf at his feet. - 

SUBTLE. 
His name is 

C L E,R I M.O-N. T. 
What.? 

S U B TLB. 

Mr. 

CLERIMONT. 

' Mr. who ? 

SUBTLE.. 

Why do you know a certain gentleman* .they 
call - " 

CLERIMONT. 

Call what? 

SUBTLE. 

Mr. Wealthy. . 

CL E.R I MO KT. 
My father? ' : .: : 

SUBTLE. [Singimg and danci*&.] 

fTwhe! Tiahe^Tishc! < 

CLERIMONT* 



I know itnowl whatTurprife!~-~whatjbyl 

•■■ ■ what confofion !— — — Support me, Subtle!— 

:I am unable to bear this 4conm& of tumultuous 

paiions; Ok! [Fahttt^ 

SUBTLE. 
Mercy on us ! he is hva fwoon I -believe. Help 
there, for heaven' a rake, Jeave your lurldng-hdres, 
gentlemen, and co m e t o my affiftance. 

S C E N B VIH. 
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WEALTHY. 

Good heavens -what do I Tee*! my Ton in $fc» 
^condition. 

.* »S TJ>B *T L -E» 

Alar! we have killed Jiinv w endeavouring to 
sfavc him. 

T*IU<MAN. 

Clerimont look up, your father is here, who lovejt 
jou dearer than ever. 

CLERIMOUT, \Opminghh pa,] 

'Oht Father X The fight of you dflbaBs me. 

W % A h THY, 

Say not fo, my boy 1 fay not To, 1 am ftill ready 
to Jhew my (elf a tender parent. 

CLERIMONT. [rUoni^bitrfelf M&tMtt* #4 /#**>.} 

Oh, fir, I anvrcmwprthy *of ypur goodaefs. 

WLE A L T H Y. 

Yon are *o lengei fo * -rife, Clerimont rife, and 
comedo my arms ! f [li/K*g £*#•] 

,~ . , .CLERIMONT. 
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Thre exceft of gocKtaefi overwhelm* me whk 
.confirfion : you, fir, may pinion me, but 1 ta* 
atver forgive myftlf. 

tec *4»t \m y*&& be for *w 3>my%l in -ob- 
livion, and let** only think «f sjmfaioreJappneJ* 

jwe (hall enjoy , , ■ 

^Wdl, gentlemen, have I ttftfaged nay tmft, 
ihmk y*u* 

TRUMAN. 

Thy. zeal and address ..cannot be toe modi n* 

warded. 

CLE* I MO NX- 
ExceUent rogue 1 in thus deceiving we, thoo 
baft conferred the greatdft *oT obligations on me.; 
for 1 ton too-longer ^bt^at *y ou afted & /concert 
svkh my father and mr. Truman, 

Nay , fir, do not lavilhitOD ma«y encomiums •** 
ae. This gentleman was «y ibiedife&er. 

^Pointing f Truman.] 

€LUJM OUT. 

• - * .... 

I fhall not attempt to exprefs my gratitude to 
you, rfavfor no words can Speak the feelings of 
my heart. 

T R U M A N. l£mhraci* g l>imt^ 

I am overpaid by the joy your happy change 
gives me. I founded my hopes on the goodnefs 
.of your heart, and J have not been deceived. 

WCA1THY, 

In mr. Truman, Clerimont, you behold the pat* 
tern of a true friend. BoA yea and I are indebted 
to torn* for the happkwffs *of «w 4if«s. But, my 
dear boy, if yoawwld^or^wnxnyifelicity, iuauft 
fee fey entering into the married ftate. I have made 

choice 



1 choice of a perfon, who, rl*am. perfuaded, is every 
way. a fuitabJe match .for you ; and, in thjs .choice, 
younown? heart yill, I am perfuaded, ^concijt. , , . 

CLERIMON.T., . . : ? .: .v. 

• Ah, fir! havci not ruined :you? Ifabella, you 
know, is *s -deftitite of a fortune as royfelf ;*a|id, 
injmakmg hcr.my wife, . I ftaU only make hef 
miferable. • • .•■„•• • •--• - 

TRV'MA-K 

•cYpu fay mfc*: I bayc-jhooght:pf U%H»*ter 
inyfclf, and have found a wife for you,„ who; will 
bring a fortune with her equal to your rank, and 
merit. : 

WEALTHY. 
And I expeft youAvill give her jiour hand with- 
out hefitation. ; , , ,'.;$' r 

.C1ERJMON.T, , ,. 1: , • 

Sir, .you Ihaftteotey^ ># your fcp : ca* ntvej 
furvive this facrifae of his inclinations. . J, cannot 
live without the pofleffion of- Ifabella. 

WEALTHY.;-'. 
Why; that ; is the very perfon we intend for you. 

• CLERIMONT, 
Intend Ifabella for me ! and with a fortune ! 

"'Yes'; "yes j*'l will take upoh me to provide her * 
portion. She fhall bring you five thoufand'pound*. 

....-...''. CLERIMONT. ... „... 
i .What amazjng generality ! 

i.\ SUBTLE. 

In good faith, thitf i'i going farther than I ex- 
pected. r — . 

WEAITHY, 

J b»»c the like fum. in the bank; and both to- 
gether, wiUinaJ&e.yoa a very handfome fortune. 

CLEaiMOMT # 
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CLERIMONT. 
This happy reverfe is too much to bear • Oh 
father! Oh, mr. Truman ! 

[Leaning upon Subtle'* JbouiJer] 
WEALTHY. 

Behave as my fon, Clerimont, and bear your 
fortune like a man. ' 

SUBTLE. 
Courage, my dear matter ! we need no longer 
be in fear of bailiffs or their followers : you kno« 
you have a letter of licence. y . aow 

WE A IT H Y .rfTUM AN %J/ „ 
Ha, ha, ha, ha. 4 * 

CLERIMONT 

Traitor ! what a trick have you pl ayM mt , 
I no longer wonder at your mighty courage. ' 

SUBTLE. 

darker. ^ * '^^ ^ itfclf where thcre »«° 

CLERIMONT 

6oiSon T" ' bUt y ° U ^ y0Ur ' *" with «. 

TRUMAN. 

Jfot a fyllable of what he told you of th« 
£:" ** J •^— «he jewels out of Jj 

CLERIMONT. 
Well, I muft confefs I have been a great dupe. 

*Srzz^ v ^™*~ that J *" * 

CLERIMONT. 
Sirrah ! firrah ! if I was not fo happy « r 9m 
I could And in my heart to itrangle 2* * m » 

H SCENE 
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SCENE the Laft. 
Enter ISABELLA WLUCt 

Isabella, c$$ae forward. 

CLERIMONT. 

Howl Has (he too been a witaefs to all that 
has paffcd? 

Yes, yes ; we have heard 8(11, I %ffare yw j a*4 
are far from repenting of our curiflfity. 

TRUMAN. 

I had given them their {Utions, 

CXSRIMONT, 

How happy asiInptH) hav# (offered *ay felly 
to efcape me ! 

Now, Ifabella, you are convfticM that my foa 
loves you. You have been fo generous to own, that 
you. have no diflike to him. Take him, then, 
without hesitation, for he is truly worthy of you, 
Come, my dear children, eive^me your hands, 
that I may join them Ifabefia, here is your huf- 
feand ; and, may all-gracious Providence make you 
as happy as a fond parent can wifh you i 

CLERIMONT, [To Jfabella.] 
And do you really accept vqy hand without re- 
pugnance ? 

ISABELLA. [Smiling.'] 

I think I (hew no great backwardness. 

{WEALTHY. 

And, as for Lucy 

SUBTLE. 
Now for it— « 

WEALTHY. 

'* ■ '»' J '* / 



The RE FORMED RAKE. 171 

WEALTHY. 

1 think (he ought not to be difiuaded from her 
tall. 

SUBTLE. 
For a hufband, I prefurae, you mean, fir ? 

WEALTHY. 
What fay you, Lucy ? 

LUCY. 

Sir — it is not fit for me to fpeak before my 
betters. 

WEALTHY. 
Well, I underftand you; and therefore I vyill 
•beftow a brace of hundreds on thee for a portion. 

TRUMAN. 

And give me leave to add the like fura, if Lucy 
will accept of it. 

LUCY* 
Oh, fir, mod willingly. 

SUBTLE. 
Lucy, make a handfome compliment, now, for 
' you and me. 

LUCY. 
Nay, pr'ythce, take that upon thyfelf j my ima- 
gination is not fo very fruitful, 

WE A L T H Y. 
There is no need of thanks. I am fufficiently 
happy, in having found a long loft fon returned, 
and worthy of my tendcrnefs— JLet us in, and 
celebrate the happy occafion. 



End of the Reformed Rake. 
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A G T I. SCENE I. 

Earn ARAMINTA and BETTY. 

BETTY. 
XT' O U are wonderfully thoughtful, madam !- 

X ARAMINTA. 

Alas! 

BETTY. 

You figh too ! 

ARAMINTA. 
I have but too much reafon* 

.-!.;. BETTY. 

If it is not impertinent* madam, I would take 
the liberty of enquiring into the caufe of your af- 
fliction, 

Hf ARAMINTA. 
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ARAMINTA, 

Mine is an incurable malady. 

BETTY. 
Indeed ! It mull be a very extraordinary one 
then. But why do you conceal it from me, whom- 
you have fo long honoured with your confidence ? 

ARAMINTA. 

Conceal it ! Alas ! ic is but too vifible. 

BETTY. 
Then I am certainly very (hert-fighted ; for, I- 

proteft, I cannot perceive it Come, my dear 

lady, unbofom yourfelf freely to- me ; perhaps I 
may find means to relieve you. 

A R A M INT A. fc » •_ 

Oh \. never, never, I tell thee! It is not in thy 
power, nor in that of any one elfe, to relieve me, 

BETTY. 

Mercy on us ! You frighten me! For heaven's- 
fake let me know what's the matter. 

ARAMINTA. 

The matter I The matter, Betty, i* that I per- 
ceive I am no longer young — And, what adds to 
my vexation is, that I never wiftied for youth fo 
much as at this prefent time. 

BETTY. 
Why, I muft confefs I do not know any remedy 
for that diforder. However, you know, there are 
certain fecrets to palliate it ; tho' there are none 
to effect an abfolute cure. 

ARAMINTA. ' 

It is that which drives me to defpair. Oh .1 
what would I give to be but twenty ! 

BETTY* 



. The DOUBLE INFIDELITY. 17? 

BETTY.. 
Why, really, if fuch a thing could bepurchafed, 
it would prove -a dear commodity. But, after all, 
my dear dear lady, are you not dill young enough 
for your old lover,- the colonel, who has fighed 
for you fo many years ? Why did you , not take 
him five and twenty years ago r you might, per- 
haps, have been a rich widow by trjis time. • 

ARAMINTA. ' 

And fo I might, Betty. Bat there was a ferie* 
of obftacles and difappointments that hindered our 
coming together while we had a love for each 
other. He had amiferly, illnaturM wretch of a 
guardian,, and a rogue into the bargain, .who 
would never come to any fettlement with him 
about his fortune : aad, in order to fecure the pof- 
feflion of it altogether, endeavoured to make a 
match between him and his daughter. On my 
fide, I was plagued with an cverlafting aunt, oa 
whofe death I depended for my fortune ; and who, 
out of her odious fbndnefs for me, would never 
fuffer me to be out of her fight ; and infifted upon, 
it, that I (hould live (ingle during her life. ' She 
has not been dead quite five years ; and, when I 
found myfelf at liberty, and miftrefs of a large 
fortune, my old lover was at the wars. He had 
left the care of his law-fuit with the relations of 
his late guardian, in my hands. It has lately been 
decided in his favour ; and he is now as rich as 
myfelf* This houfe belongs to him, which he de- 
fired me to take pofleffion of as my own. I- have 
lived here, very comfortably, thefe four years ; 
but now he is coming home; cdming home, Betty f 
and, what is worfe than all the reft, propofes to 
live here with me. 

H 5 bettv. 
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BETTY. 
As your hufband, I fuppofe, madam I 

4RA HI N T A. 
Oh, yes! fSi^ra;.] 1 

I'ETTT, 
And yoa Have no longer any lore for him ? ' 

A R A M I H T A. 

I have not. But, on your life, Betty, do no*: 
betray me ; for I -have the ftrongeft reafons to eon- 
,-eeal this ehinge in my fcnuinenta from his know- 
ledge. 

Bi E T T Y; 

You may depend on my difcretiojt, mada m ■ ■ ■ 
But, as your paffion is- Co much coajrd, why fhould- 
yoa lb earneftly wifb to be younger than you are ? 

A R A M I-N T A. 

Becaufe — becaofe — Oh, Beity, I can never de- 
clare the reafon ! Would I could conceal it, even. 
from HiyfeJf. 

BETTY. 
If I might prefume, fit far, madam-* — I — I be- 
lieve I can gneis . 

AKA'UINTJb 
What doll gucfs, child? 

BETTY. 
That fome new inclination- — 
ARAMtNTAl 
c;, »n«, Betty ! J I charge thee fay not a wordi 

BETTY, 
n dumb, maaWn, if your ladyftfp will have 
but, I'll be haag'd, if fome agreeable young, 
has not found the way to your bean. 

AKAMIKTAi 
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ARAMINTA, 

Leave the room, I fay ! 

BETTY. 

But, dear madam— 

ARAMINTA. 
Begone, this inftant, with your (kucy euefllng, 
and do not appear again in my fight, till I fend 
for you. 

BETTY. [Going.'] 
I obey, madam. 

ARAMINTA. [In a languijhing «*/<*.] 

Betty ! 

BETTY. [Mimicking ber.\ 

Madam \ 

A R A M I N T Av 
Come back. 

? E T T Y,. 
I had better retire, madam, I am afraid, if T 
(lay, I (hall fay fo me thing that will difpleafe you; 
which I would not do for the world. 

ARAM IN T A. 
Come back, I fay, once more. I pardon your 
indifcretion* 

BETTY. 
Have you any orders to give me, madam ? 

ARAMINTA. [Leaning, upon ber,] 

Alas, my dear Betty I 

BETTY. 
Indeed, madam, you had better let me with- 
draw ; or I mail be gueffing fomething again, 
that. 

ARAMINTA. 

Well, guefs freely : I give thee leave. 
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BETTY. 
Thank you, madam. I find myfelf vaftly re- 
lieved by it. Will you give me leave, then, t» 
aft you two or three little queftkms.?. 

A R A M I N T A. [AfcAf^J* 
Ye s, with all my heart. 

BETTY. 
I obfcrve that, of late, you Have made very 
frequent vifits to your coufin, kdy Manlove ; who, 
a few months ago, you treated merely upon the 
footing, of a common acquaintance : pray, what 
may be the reafon of this fudden familiarity I 
What have you feen at her houfe, that can draw 
you fo often* there ? for, I obferve, you fometimes 
go two or three times a-day. 

ARAMINTA* 
Oh Betty f I have feen 

B* E T T Y. 

What have you feen ? 

A R A M I N T A. 

Shall I tell thee ? 

BETTY, 
You may-db it very fafefy. 

A R A M I N T A . 

Why, then, I have feen— —Oh, I can never 
proceed. 

B E T T Y. 
Courage ! Out with it. 

a r'a m i n t a; 

It is impoflible. 

BETTY. 
Nay, then, I mud help you out. Why, yow 
have feen the young chevalier there, whom her la- 
dyfhip ufed to praife fo much for his genteel per- 

fan, 
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fon, wit and accomplimments— — You have look'd 
at him with plearore ; he harfaid fome foft things 
to you ; you have liflened to them — I mean out of 
eomplaifance - 

A R A M I N T A. 
Merely out of eomplaifance, I proteft to thto. 

BETTY. 

Well, no matter— This eomplaifance became 
inclination ; and this inclination is, at length, im- 
proved into a warmth and- tendernefs that is no 
longer to be withftood : fo that, in ^hort, at this 
prefent time, you are neither better, nor worfe,, 
than over head and ears in love with him. Is not 
this the whole ftory f 

A R A M I N T A. 

I blufh to acknowledge it, as it mult give thee 
reafon to think me inconftant. 

BETTY, 
Inconftant ? Good*l Why, is there any thing 
more natural, than for our fex to change their 
minds ? Is it our fault*, if our- hearts are formed 
fickle, and our paflions vary their objects ? In 4 
truth, madam, I think you have already loved one 
man too long. You have been a perfect miracle of 
conftancy. Befides, can it be expected that a lover 
of fixty, mould be able to keep poifewon of a la- 
dy's heart, againft the attacks of an agreeable 
young fellow of twenty. It would be out of all 
rule. 

A.R A M I N T A. 

Silence I We are interrupted. 



S'C ENE 
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SCENE II. 

Enter FOOT BOY., 

BETTY. 
Well 1 what is your bufmefs ! ' 

FOOTBOY. 

" Mr. Hcartly is below, and defires to'fpeakwith 
my lady. 

ARAM INT A;. *"• f 

Tell him lam not at home. ( 

FOOTBOV. 
Lord blefs me,, madam 1 1 have told him yep 
was* 

A RAMI NT A, 
Well* then, go and tell him that you are mif- 
taken ; that I am gone out ; — that I am not well ; 
—that I fee no-bbdy. — What does the booby ftancL 
faring here for ? Why d<m*c you go and do as I 
bid you I 

FOOTBOY 
Madam, the gentleman ■ 

. ARAMlNTAi 
Well, what of the gentleman ? 

FOOTBOY. 

Why, madam, he has a&ed how your ladyffiij? 
did ; and 2 told him you was v^ry well* 

A R A M I N T A. 

Blockhead ! who bid you fay fo> 

"BlTfY,' """" " 
Blockhead indeed !' Heark'e, child; learn from' 
me that you are never to know how your lady 
does till you have afked her how (he will pleafe to- 
be. 

foot boy— 
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. fOOQTBQY. 
Well, then, there's no hann<done;.far I can go 
and tell the gentleman- that my lady does not pleafe 
to be welj to day . 

ARAM'INTA, 
Was there ever foch a fool ?-*-Tcll him I am ex* 
ftfemeiy bnfy at prefent, and beg the favour of him* 
to call another time. 

FOOT BOY. 
Yes, madam. [Going, rrtuns again.]] 
AR A MINT A. 

What now'? : 

FOOTEOYt 

I had almoft forgot to teUyoujriadyftftp, thatmr; 
Heartly aflced me if yow lady (hip's hufband, that 
as to be, w«* arrived. 

A R AM INT AV 

What does the fellow mean, with his hu{barrdi 

that is to be ? 

FX>aTB-OY,. 

Lard, madam V why the gentleman that is to> 
marry you ;. colonel,— colonel,— ^ham—Cam-—— 
colonel Campaign, ay, that's his name; what an- 
fwer (hall I make mr. Heartly, madam b . 

A'R A MINT A; 
What bufinefs is it of mr. Heartjy's ? 

F O O T B O Y. 

Really, madam, I don't know ; but IU go audi 
aft. him. 

A*' A MINT A. 

Ideott 

roOTB ; OY. 
Mercy upon us I I-know not what to fay or do; 

betty; 

You are mightily puzzled, methinke. Why can't 
joa find out that my lady don't defire to fee mr. 

Heartly * 
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Heartly ; and that it is y6ur bofinefc to fend him 
away as civilly as poffible ? 

FOOTBOY. 

Nay, nay, if that's all, let me alone ; I'll go 
and tell him that he may walk -off, for no-body 
wants his company here; and if he fhouJd a fie 
roe the reafon, I'll tell him that's no bufinefs of 
his. 

ARAMINTA. 

This little jackanapes will put me out of all pa- 
tience. Betty, do you ftep down to him yourfelf, 
and get rid of him as well as you can;. you know 
how to manage thefe matters. And, do you hear ? 
be Aire you return immediately. 

BETTY. 

I (hall, madam. [To the Footboy.] Come 

here you country cub, and learn by me how to 
turn people, away from the door in a genteel man- 
ner. 

F'O t) T BO IT. 
Well, there are ftrange doings in this town; 
one mull not fay a pig is a pig, or a dog a dog. 
'; [Exeunt Betty and Footboy.] 

SCENE III. 

AR A MINT A. [Alone.] 

Heartly want to fpeak with me I That man is 
perpetually at my elbow ! There's no getting rid of 
him. What can he want with me ? Sure he can 
entertain no fufpicion of my new paffion ! He may 
perhaps have watched me to my coufin's. I am 
terribly afraid he has. He is horribly clear fighted, 
arid then a jealous lover is a very Argus. But why 
fhould I thus needlefsly -alarm myfelf ? My coufin 
is difcreet, and my friend; and 1 have behaved 

with 
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with fo much circumfpection myfelf, that it is inv 
poflible- any one can fufpedt the truth. . " T " 

■SCENE IV. 
' Enter BETTY. 

tyeft, Betty? 

r.j.v B'ETTY. ■ ' 

Well, madam! I have fent mr. Heartly away ih 
the civilleft manner- imaginable; but I fancy he faw 
thro* my affected complaifance ; for at he was get- 
ting into his chariot,, he faid he,ihould call again 
loon, to kqiow if the colonel was come to to wo. 

J AR AMINTA. 

- What 'bdfinefa is it -of : his whether he isor nof? 
That Heartly takes a delight in tormenting me £ he 
is the very plague of rnyiife. . 

. " 4 ; ' . " BE TTTTV ' ; i ," *V 
But then you hate him in return. -••»"' 

A K A Mm ? A. 

Oh T with the. mbft deadly hatred: '-*• i -T 

■'BITfV. 
Poor man J well, I declare- 1 cannot help pitying 
hirri j for in the main he loves you ft ill, 

A R A M I N'T A.' 

Not he. He has been, convinced thefe ten years 
that I. never (hould have an inclination for him 
while I live, and fo he is eafy upon. that head. But 
he is the me moil revengeful creature breathing. 
In order to punifh me fo; rejecting his fuit, he does 
every thing he thinks will vex me 5 he pefters me. 
wich his vifits ; watches, every motion,, and. finds : 
fault with all I do : and in fhort, endeavours all in; 
his.opwer to make me unhappy. 

BETTY* 
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Well, I carvnoe conceive how you came to take 
foch a diftafte to the man ; for every one who knows* 
Him give* him the charader of being one of the 
moil accomplifhed and generous fpirited men in> 

Paris. J 

AHAMINTA. 

All that is very true i reafon has. often 4 pleaded- 

in his behalf. But reason has nothing to do with 

love ypu, know* 

B B T T Y. 
Tree; bat folly has too often; 

' --A-R AM IN.T A. • 

Ate V- thy bbftrration is but too juft: For«t : 
ample, would not the world tjiink me mad; 
^break the moft xeafanaipk engagemenU, ^ many 
a giddy young fellow I 

How! Do you. then purpofe to marry the che- 
valier? y , ;. 

A R A M I N T A. 

Yes, Betty* J mtift mariy :him, . Or did* 

. B V T T y. 
Nay* the* k is befifcr Joeing a little mad o* fo,. 
than to cop* >U> thofe etKtrtmjjae*,.. gut. vfh^>Vill 
your old lover the colonel fay to this ?: 

Al^MIHTA.' 

" i will open my whole -Heart to thee*;, for P fintt 
plainty I cannot do wkfcoat thy affiftance. My in- 
tentioA is to-amofe the gfoforiel'. till Lean marry tne. 
chevalier privately. 

But how irre you fare* of the chevalier's confent ? 



t . : .. • . . w 
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• * . • • * 

I have reafon to hope it, he is & young man of 

fiunily ; but, by a change of fortune, is reduced to- 
live upon a fmall patrimony in the country ; fa 
that he cannot but, think hun/elf extremely happy 
to accept of my offer. 

BETTY. 

« AtfSradly; I feoaidthiok him; ycry impertmettt 
•of fee tbd bac low you with the greatest fuicerity. . 

••— ARAM INT A. 

JTay, I think I may fay Alt he adores me. But 
:*lft Jr#* fcnowiow I iacood to sMwage this mtder? 

B E T T y. 

No, madam*, but I am xeaiy, whenever your 
fcdyfeip fcatt tfeiftk proper to make afc of my final! 
Iftlenlf. 

ARAMINTA. 

Well, Betty, I (hall reward your fervices.. 

HETTY. [Curtyin^.] 

Madam I have not the leaft doubt of that. 

ARAMINTA. 

The colonel is to be in tow* to-day, perhaps her 
is already arrived ;. this embarrafles me greatly. 
Now you maft affift me in making him believe, 
have ftill the fame love for him as formerly, arid to 
keep him from finding out that! love another. 

EE TTI 
Well, madam, make yourfelf eafy . I love thefe 
little plots to my heart, and I warrant Til perform. 
my part to your fatisfaclion. 

A R A It I N T A. 

Butthtt 10 not all Me will be very argent with 
me tojnarry bimiaasaediatcly. Now, we muitwarcL 

off 
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off this attack; and amufe- him feme way or another^ 
till L have marry 'd the chevalier, 

BHTTV, 

You muft make hade then . 

ARAMINTA,''' 
Things are in great forwardnefs, Tam going di- 
rectly to my lawyer^, who has fworn to keep my 
: fecret, and I intend to be marry'd to-morrow morn- 
ing ; nay this very evening, if; as I have no reafoa 
to doubt, the chevalier is as impatient as myfelf. 

B E T TY. .. - 

But how c*n you live together ^ for yfcu fay. that 
the colonel is coming Jiere. 

, ARAM INT A. 

Oh ! let me alone to manage that. I will get him 
to confent to the chevalier's coming here, without 
the lead fufpicion of what is going on. 

.» * .. BETTY. 

Well, I mail confefs the deiignus lingular; and 
wot a little pleafant ; but make hafte to your lawyer's,, 
I will wait here for the colonel's arriving, and 
amufe him fo well, that you may have time to make * 
all your neceflary difpofitions. 

A R A M I N T A. 

But above all things be fecret. 

BE T.T Y~ 
Never fear, your affairs are in good hands. 

[Exit. Araininta,. 

S C E.." N E V. . 

BETTY, [jjkm.1 
A fupcrannuated foo), to fall in love with a young 
sake,, and want to cheat arc old lover, and fuch a 
' worthy 
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-man too, as the colonel is, die bed of all human 
beings ! Upon my fool it is. not right, fiat with all 
my moralifing, have I not progufed to affift her in 
her defigns ? I have indeed, and my confcience 
flies in my face for it. Oh confcience J confcience J 
——However, thou mail e'en lie quiet ; for when 
intereft fpeaks, confcience fhould be filent. 

SCENE VI. 

H E A R T L Y. [Stealing in at the door.J 

H B A R T L V, 

Hift! hift! Bettyf 

BETTY. 
Lord blefs me! who's there J Oh ! "isltyou, mr. 
Heartly ? What, returned already ? I thought jou 
had been at the other end of the town. 

HEARTLY. 

I pretended to drive away, but got out of my 
chariot at the end of the ftreet, and watched till 
I faw your miftrefs go out, and then I ftept back 
here to fpeak a word with thee. 

BETTY. 
Be (hort then, for if my miftrefs fhould furprife 
- us together, (he would think very ill of me, for ike 
dre||jis you as fhe does the plague. 

>;, HEARTLY. 

H hates me accordingly, I fuppofe. 

BETTY* 

Yes, that fhe does. 

HEARTLY, 

I have perceived it for a long time, and this Is 
the only reward I have received for years of affi- 
duity and fervice. 

bbttt; 
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Bat wily fliouW* yt» periit *ft<rrfifiifg ktt ? 

To ptagtiis her,. and revenge xnjrfelf on her ft* 
tier contempt and hatred. 

Then you fucceed admirably well ; for I can 
allure you, without tfee loait Artery, that the great- 
•eft vexation ftie has/ is not being able to get rid of 
your j. and y*t X believe you haye a goad.*i&n*oii. 

H B A K I li V. 
You are right, Betty, I an* willing tD present 
her from committing errors that I know mud be 
hurtful to bee 

:.,'!: BETTY, 

* ' ' A' very Iaudibk, defign* and wtkK^nay gwt* 
pne time or other, of more feryice to her than you 
imagine. • : J 

• " x - . tt * A * T £ V.. 

BETTY. 
You (hall know at ^proper cpneritujuty* 

H$i» TiY. 

Btlty* Jtonf word* «r* mjforiims. $ fcwW* bese ar* 
ttt ff>uiMs»: new swat y<wiifeJ/ to »* witto** 

«dlfguife» 

Keep yo.ur mQney, mr. Heartly, and have, pa* 
tience, for I proteft I will tell you nothing as yet, 
I mull firft of all neve a coafiiltation with a certain 
perfon whom I expect here towfaqu 

HB&KlfiV, 
* W^o ( «.)ie2 

SSTTY. 
Your old friend the colonel's nuMfe. 

HEARTLY. 
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HBART^Y, 

. Ohl hoi &at ho/ieft ^d^maa i? yauRQWHi- 
&Uur? 

BETTY. 

Yes, fir. 

? •': MIA RT I y 

And confequently your admirer ? 

.BtTTV, 

tcfrdi how ftwjuifltive vqu aTe? Rnt I telf yoti 
oyer again, yoa ifyaftiknow nothing till Ipleafe. 

HEAR T'L Y. 

Indeed I however, why wiU Jtou refufe thefe few 
pieces, 

9ETTY. • 

Oh, Tdo not abfolutely refufe — ■ nayTthfnfe 

I will take them — — ia compliance to your 
tequefl, 'aftd 6*4aaditygtt.yan will leave mebuAfefs 
of my own fecret. • • ,:''... 

HEARTLY, 
As long as you pleafe ; but on condition likewifc, 
that it (hall not always be a fecret, 

BETTY. 
Well, we (hall fee what Martin will fay to it. 

• HfcARl>LYv ; ' :: 
But tell me, child, is not Araminta overjoyed at 
the return of her old lover ? 

BETTY. 
Hum! 

H E A R T L Y. 

What? 

BETTY. 

Hey ho ! 

HEARTLY. 

She mail certainly be very much pleafed, after fo 
long an abfence to ■■■■ 

BETTT. 
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BET' T Y. : 

r 

*Oh ! ybu grow dangerous with -your queftions, I 
muft fly. Your fervant, fir. [Going. 

HEARTLY. 

Well, adieu my dear girl : recommend me to 

mr. Martin. 

BETT Y. .. 

Yes 4 yes, I'll procure you his favour, and I may 
venture to fay that I can promife 7011 his belt 
fervicesj as t know they will be fo handfomely 
rewarded. 

HEARTLT. 
I underftand you. I never think much of parting 
with my money to procure myfelf fatisfaction. 

BETTY. . 1 

Well, iir, on that footing, his intereft and mine 
are actually at your fervice. 






End of the First Act, 



• > * 
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A C T n. SCENE L 

Enter MARTIN and BETTY, at different doors. , 
[Seeing Martin, JbeJlarU.] 

BETTY. 

MERCY gpon us! who is it I fee ? my dear 
Martin ? 

MARTIN. 
'Tis he, indeed, in propria perfona. 

BITTY. 

How Happy am I to fee you fafe returned I 

MARTIN. 

How happy am I thus to embrace my deareit 
Betty ! 

fRiea+to catch ber in bis arms t jbepujbes him envoy.] 

BETTY, 

Hold, hold ! not quite fo faft, good captain Pike ! 

v Don't you know that we two are to become one 

flefh, and that it is againft all rules of decorum, for 

a young woman to fuffcr any fuch liberties from a 

lover before marriage. 

MARTIN. 

Well, but my dear girl, do you conftder that it is 
now five years fince I beheld thefe pretty pig's eyes 
of thine. 

BETTY. 

Alas ! the time has feem'd long enough to me. 

I martin; 
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MARTIN. 

Well, but all joke apart* doft thou really love 
one Hill ? 

B £ t t Y. 

With as much warmth as the irft day I began 

to love. 

JVC A R T I N. 

And I love thee with as much tendernefs as the 
6tft mottles t that bleft tote witH* fight 6f thee-, When 
rfhy wit, thy betfoty, and thy vivacity, had like to 
Aave tamed my brain, 

BETTY. 

flfrell, and what thinVyou orm^ nb# ? 

MARTIN. •"■■•" 

Why, I think you handfomer than ever, 

BE TT-y, 

Upon my word, the wars have taught you gA* 
lantry ; but Tike mailer like man* .any one may per- 
ceive that you are ftrvaat ijo 'xb&moQt conftant and 
jpaflkniat* of aH H>vef6i .1 , / 

As paffionate as yon pfcaie ; bat for corMlancy— 

JB'ETTY, 

What! is the fcoldtiel's pfcffioh kk tny aiftrefa 
looted? 

MARTIN, 

It is indeed, ^rhild ! but I hive' iUtotti not to 
betray him ; therefore my confdfchce W^PAok^pttiHk 
me tOtieveal the fecret. 

BETTY* 

WhJ% yonr conference *hd iwirtr fteW-tA 'He* 
much alike, in point of delicacy ; but e'eH let us 
leave confeience to itftlf,' and -pferfue our own mea- 
furet: V fpm iti^er is ittcobAaht, my foftftfcis 
unfaithful 

MARTIN. 
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Indeed? 

BETTY. 

Indeed. She is in love tftk a young chevalier. 

MARTIN. 
And he 10 dying for a young orphan df nineteen. 

BETTV. 

Her loter has not a penny. 

Martin. 

3*or his Amaryllis a farthing. 

BETTY. 

She intends to be privately marryM to him. 

MARTIN. 

We intends to marry her privately. 

BETTY, 
And me has made me her confidant in this de- 
sign, that I may affirt her in deceiving the colonel. 

MARTIN. 

ji^JfJ 1 *- ^ST"?* *' P^^ to m *> AatI 
may affift him in isnpofing upon Araminfia. 

BETTY. 
Good! a doable infidelity, fo neither party has 
atighttaeom^in. I am heartily glad of it. * 

MARTIN. 

And with great reafon, for we never could have 
had a more noble opportunity of making our for- 
tunes. When mafters or mlftreues makefonfidants 
rf their fcwranfc* they pat themfelves wholly in 
their j>ower, and thfcir .pmfes arc alwaivoptn, when 
they have ejeafioh for onr fervices/ ilTSei 
make hay while the fnn ftines, and torn the milks 
of our betters to our own advantage. 

' * MTTY. 
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B E T T ¥. 

Let me alone for that, Martin, I will not "be 
behind-hand with you. 

MAR T IN. 

I have already made pretty good afe of mv time, 
but now we act. in conjunction, the greateft thingt 
may be done. But we mail part, child, for fear 
it fhould be fufpeded we are in concert together. 
I expe& my mailer. here every moment, if he can 
drag himfelf from tis new flame ; for he nevjcr 
fuffers her to be out of his fight. 

BET TY. 

Pr'ythee, Martin, tell me, who is this )*Oung 
creature that he is fo violently fond of? 

MARTIN. 

Why, the girl comes of a good family. jShe loft 
her mother when (he was only fetor years old ; hex 
father was a brave old officer, but a man of plea- 
fure, and having fpent all his fortune in the fervice, 
he was obliged to live .upon lis Major's commillion, 
and a fmall penfion. It is now £x years fince he ' 
dy'd, and, as yon may /uppofe, with him all his 
fortune ; fo that his ^daughter, who lives under the 
care of an o^d aunt, has nothing to get her a 
hufband, but her youth and beauty. 

BETTY. 

A poor provifion 1 

MARTIN. 

My mailer tlrH iaw her in Flanders ; lie could 
not forbear pitying her diftreffcd condition. This 
pity foon turned to love, and this love has draw* 
him to propofe marriage to her. 

BETTY. 

And can a handfome young creature poffibJy give 

ear 
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ear to a propofal of that kind, from fuch a fuper- 
annuated lover as the colonel i 

MARTIN. 
No, no, it is not the girl who liftens to it, buY 
her aunt. Flattered with the profpeft of great ad- 
vantages from this private wedding, they have fuf- 
fered themfelves to be brought»ta Paris, where the 
good man has kept them concealed, thcfe three days, 
being all impatience to conclude the match $ the 
articles are already drawn, and the day. is to be 
fixed as foon as he can conveniently break with 
Araminta ; bet I' perceive him coming. We mod 
be upon our fptard, for he is plaguy cunning, and 
fufpicioui. 



• * 
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Eittr Colond C AM PA fd ft. 

CO ION EfL. 

Ha ! Betty ! I am glad to fee thee, huffy ! how 
d oft do ? how does your lady do ? Is (he at home? 
What was you faying to Martin ? What anfwer did 
he give thee ? Have you been long together ? 

BETTY. [Talking. veyfift.} : 

Your fervant, fir ; I am very well ; my miftrefs is 
very well ; (he is jonSgoneout ; Martin laid nothing 
to me ^ I gave him no anfwer > and we have not 
been a minute together. 

COLON EX. 
Hum ! a very fprightly ^nd pertinent anfif er. 
This is a girl of understanding, Martin ! 

MARTIN. 

Yes faith, fir, they who would take her for a fool, 
would repent their bargain, 

I 3 BETTY* 
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BETTY. 
I am very much obliged to- you, gentlemen, bat 
the lady I fcrve, is mitrels of fo much wit and 
underftanding, that J mu# be a mere idfiot, opt to - 
improve under £9 good an example. 

CaLONEU 

k is certain, Afaminta hat at much wk as any, 
woman in (axis. 

BETTY; 
And as much* beauty. ' 

COLON**, 
True. I rem^vber toe had«ocfe 

BETTY. 

Once ! and fUll has. 

COLONEL. 
Oh ! I <Hr? fey. But if y o^ batj {$£$ £er fo* 
and twenty of thirty' years' ago ( 

BE TTY, 

' Good God 9 how far back yon. are going, fir! 
A paffionate lover ought to be always ignorant of 
%h miftrefeVs age. 

COLONEL. 
True, if he has nothing to put. him in mjnd 

of it* 

BITT Y/ 

Why* that is j*ft your eaie, there are fotne bean? . 

ties that lad for ever. 

COLONEL. 

In troth they are Very fcaree. . 

BETTY. 

You'll find one here, I promife yon ;. flie has (qa/ce 
loft a fingle charm. I proteft, fir, I think you* 
yotufelf took as well, as ever you did. 

COLO ML*. 
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COLONEL. 

Flattering flat ! 

, BETTY, 
tyay^ 'Jfll faje hang'd if my kdy wijf'oot fey ther 
fame, ' ** " l ' y 

COtONEL. 
I am afraid you will find yourfdf miftaken, Betty ; 
years, and!, the fatigue* of- the fields have greatly 
altered my features. 

BETTY. 

Altered, do yovfay ? may, I never be marry 'd> 
if I fbould take yott to be above thirty by your 
loofah ; i\S. >-> : !* I 

And yet I am nearer fixty, chiki 

g |T T V* 
Well, well, you may awfo ywjtfclf ;Wh*t yotf 
pleafe ; but you w^lljb^ gilL t^e. fame to my lady, 
who loves* you ia To pkftonate, fo tender, , fo 
faithful — '*' ' ' ' " 

Yes, the women of rim town are remarkable for 
their fidelity. 

CO LONE L. « 
Then Paris is ibaugelr altered fince I left it. 

BETTY. 
Wei?,' fir> MI go and acquaint my lady of your 4 
return, {hat fhe n^ay the fobner nave tjie iriexprelji-' 
We joy of bidding you welcome. 

COLONEL.. 

I am much obliged to you ■? but if (he fliould* 
be very bufy, I desire (he wtlLflftf interrupt herfelf 
for Otfu * ) r ou «R<)er(tand nie) Be|ty }'. . 

-»''•' I 4. MLT-TYt- 



zoo The WHIMSICAL LOVERS} Or, 

B E T T Y, 
Lord blefs me, fir ! what d'ye mean ? my ifedy 
can have no bufinefs fo urgent, as that of enjoying , 
the pleafore of your company. I'll take my leave, 
fir, but pray do not be impatient, I will tend my 
lady to yon as foon as poffiblc [Exit. 

SCENE: IH. .' 

C O L.O N EJL. 

J (hall run road-l . . * - 

. , . M A r RTMN..' " : w r. ' K 

Lord blefs us ! how this woman loves.you^finl i 

COLONEL. 

Who? Betty r* 

MARTIN! 

Betty? no, your miftrefs; ; . 

COLO NET*. \ t ., ",;,' 

Which miftreft? 

M A JIT 1 N.< : 

Oh ! 'tis the old one J. mean. 

COLONEL. 
The old one, the old one [-Ay, that's too evident?. 
What an unhappy fellow am I LiUUhe wprjd com- 
plains of the incontlancy of women, and I am half l 
mad to End them fo faithful. L 

maryi!n. '' . c 

You muft have been born under a fatal planet, 
that's certain. But you are in humor at prefent, I 
think, to break with Aramifrta, without any ce- 
remony. 

C O L 6 NEt, 
•Zounds! do you think I am mad V We mould' 
have female refentment and jealoufy raife fuch a 

ftoiSL. 
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fl'orm about our ears, that there would be no 
living . 

MARTIN. 

If your fecret fhould transpire, you are undtei*. 

colonel;' 

Be fore therefore that you do not fofl&r it to 
efcape you. 

MARTIN/ 
111 do all I can tofceep it, bar it begfnS to be * ' 
great burthen to me ahead y ." • 

COLOK'E'L. 

How, villain ! would you thiilk of betraying 
me ? 

MARTIN. 

Betray you ! No, no, you may confide in me : 
but I was'thinking, if any one (hould take it into 
their head to offer me a handfome fum of money,, 
it might— 

COLORE L. ■ : - 

Why, did not J give thee fifty guineas not two 
months ago, for thy fecrecy- ? 

M A R-T-I N.* 

True, fir, but another hky wOtii<f. ft &1 op 1 my 
l»p» for ever. 

COLONEL.- : 

Well, well, here they are, , . 

MAR riN. ♦ 

Now J am mute ;. fileoft as death* 

COLONEL. 

The rafcal ! [/ffide.] Come, come, my honed 
lad, yc^maUhaVenOieafontocompiaift/ ^Zounds ! 
here comes my old miflreft. ' R*i*qmck, you know 
where, and tell my charmer *hAt I will return to her 
kftaatly* 

1$ SCENE 
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SCENE IV. 
Icttr AfltAMI N T A. $?*» *^ *M>Pfi~ 

looks confufidy tbexrt^^tojke colonel, nvbo catches- 
her in bu arms,, turning, bis bead another wvay.'X 

A'R A<te I N T A. 
Is it he.? Do they not deceive me ? No ; it is- 
fcimfejfj delightful truth! it is my d*v*— lowed 
Campaign ' whom I behold once more. 

COLONEL 

My charming, lovely, beft lov'd Araminta ! - 

Af R A M I<N T A. 

My jpy is fo great 

COLONEL. 

My traufgott is fo exceffivc — -• 
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That it. turns my brain., 

OOLONlU 

And makes me mad. 

A £ e\ MIN T A. 

ft ja ia%£OitaWe I 

COLONEL. 

^cannot bearit* 

ARAM I NT A. 

Dear colonel, Jet us endeavour to recover oar— 
fclvcsj fw indeed our preftntfenitiom ax too vio*" 

Jfent.. • • . , 

COLONEL. 

So vjpl^at Aat #ej- ewcafte Oui re#frn. 
. . AHA UINTA. 

How^angeroasiltmfc't jay f 
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Ip Magnates the blood. 

A R A M J -<p T-A. 
Your obfcrvation is very jofti I Jhajce from head 
to foot. 

COLOpL, 

And I tremble all over ; no #6ne can be colder. 

A R A M J N T A. 

Adraire the cffeds of fudden tranfport t 

COLONEL. 

Oh J 1 am' fo tranfported; — fo tfanfported ;~ 
that I have not power to look at you? 

A R A M I *PT A. 
I Can look 'at yon, it is true; bat then it is wkb 
a certain mfenfibiJity — and ctolnefs— and— «-fome~ 
thing fo like indifference. 

COLONEL. 

}h(1 fo is k- with me. Violent paffions have 
ftrange fyinptoras, 

' A» A M itfT A. 
. Which none^an know bur ibofe who- feel them* 
But qnee more I fay, h*r »$ sroteavogr to o« coo) jtt- 
let u* fee one another jT-lopJe at one another ;— ► 
f peak to one another ;r— and hear one apother; — > 
as if— as if :— -in (hor;, as if we had no longer aiy 
lpye for pn^ another. 

. Th« very .thing I was ^ing t<* p/opo/c to you 

jjiyfeif. ' 

ARAMIVTA* 

Oh ! it is a £ne thing to be miftrefi of one's felf. 

COLONEL, 

* * • « 

Ah ! moft certainly tranquility is a great virtue, 
it b the fourcc of health. 

akamivta; 
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A R A M I N T A. 

Now you are talking of health, how is yoar'rf ? 

COL O-N EX. 
It has been very indifferent a long time. 

AR AMI NT A. 

And fa has mine. Don't you think I am greatly- 

altered ? 

COLONEL. 

You are JH11 very agreeable ; but to fay the: 

troth, I think you- are not the Tame as when I left, 

you i and what do you think of me ? 

ARAM INT A. 

Still pleafing ; but you are neither fo young, nor 
' fo freuVcolqured, nor fo well looking as you was. 

COLONEL. 

No, no, my youthful days are pad; and then-I 
have fuch a weakness hangs about me that would 
make you pity me. . 

ARAM1NTA/ 

And I, my dear cofonel; have loft all tafte for 
every thing ; I have a cough that never leaves me ; 
it tears me to pieces night and day. [Ctttgbs^ 

COLONEL. 
I am in the fame condition ; [Coughing] I anv 
afraid I am in a confu m prion 

[Here tbey both eougb fir fime timr.] 

ar.Amtnta. 

Ay, ay, I fee plainly' it is over with us both : 
what a pity ! yet hold, we pay continue to love 
each other, notwitKftanding our infirmities. . 

COLONEL. 

We may fo ; juft as much, or as little as we 
judge proper. 

A&AMINTA* 
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A RAMI NT A. 
Yes, yes, we may hold the reins of our paflSon 
ra our own hands. — We will be friendly lovers : 
oh h friend (flip, what charms haft thou ! 

CO LON!L,'' 
No grief, no anxiety, no outrageons (allies di- 
sturb thy gentle reign like tbofe which wait upon 
the tyrant love. •-" ■ 

AR A MI NT A. * 

Love I oh horrible ! Love at our years ! ' 

COLONEL. [Wtb * ^rightly air^y ' 

And do yoo no- longer love m* , charming Ara- 

xainta? 

A R A M I N T A. 

• • •* • 

Oh ! I do not fay fo ; I only fay that hencefor- 
ward we will love without talking.of it. 

COLONEL. 
Admirably fa id ; and I am a rafcal if I ever 
tttertfion any fuch things to you, again as long aal 
live. .,.'., 

. S 6 E- N- E V*. 

* • » 

Enter HEARTLY. 
HEARTLY; 

Wfth your leave,- madam, I miHTenibfaee-my 
dear friend Campaign. [Embracing the colonel] I 
heard of your *arrrvar with the greateft-joy ; and as 
an old and faithful friend to you both, 4m come 
to with you joy of being thus reftored to each other. 
Believe me, no* one ran participate more jh your 
mutual fatisfadHoa thdt inyfelf* 

C O L 6 N E L. £CM^.] : 

©earmr, Heartly, I am- very, mtchf obliged to 
jou,. / 

ARAMINTA* 
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ARAMINTA. [the fame.] 

-Stfi -3W d? 88 ! 1 £ reat deal of honour. 
HEARTLYv 

Hey day ! what's the meaning of all this ? I f 
expected to find you fcranfporte4, enraptured, fall 
.qf extacy, *$£ *M '^H 1 ? I— and here you ftand- as 
jfcptioplefs as a jjouple of ftatues. 

ARAMINTA. 

Sodden ftirprize ^— fir^has — r- 

COLONEL. 

Ob! very fi|rpfifing effefti. 

ME A^R T L* Vi 

There I agree with yoa; bat you ought to i»- 
coycr yourfelves, and teftlfy to each other your* 
ifcufual— - 

ARAMINrTA. . 

You do not confide*, ror. Heartly, that we are n* 
longer youn^j and that thofe Tallies of paifioh 
4*fcicji would- J^aare hee* *&y. fuittUe fe#f yea« 
ago, would be quke ridiculous now. . * 

COLO N E L. 
We love each ^ther now as reafonable people 
ought to do. . L&ve impofes laws on youth, old age- 
on love. , 

H E A R T h y. 

. So then -this, is. to be a jnatch of reafan ? Wejl, I ' 
ana y«ry glad of it ! but tell me, i? the day fixed ? 
when is it to ^e r far I am, refolved to {lance at it, 
laJTureyoa. v 

W* as? ftot gait? 4etenninpd ff U 

C QJL Q N Ei* 
Zounds ! HeaJrtJy; yon wj)l p# give ns time to < 

preparation. 

MARTI. Yv 
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H E A R T L Y. 

¥34 take, a furious long time in preparing, me- 
tfriaks ; -and after aU, you have aotJung to do but 
flgp thfi cpiflra# } that Codicil youi lawyer, drew 
up for you Ave and twenty jmn ago. 

A P* A>M INTA, 

Oh ! there are a great many things to fee altered 

in it. 

COLONEL. 

Certainly ; it requires tp fee read oyer, and duly 
cenfidered article by article ; and a proper pjscau* 
tfon taken in regard tp bequeathing oar fortunes ; 
far it is not likely we (hall leave a fon to inherit them. 

HE ART |- Y. 
A might matter, to be puzzled about ! Let it be 
ftipulated in the contract, tjiat the longeft liver is 
to fucceed to the whole of* both yourfortunes ; this 
is the way tp ad between people who have fuch an* 
affection for*each other, aJ you two have. 

ARA«4I1?TA. 

Ypu.w rifl)f *9 be ^fc. inr, fleetly. Bu>j~ 

HEARTLY. 
But what f ' 

AR A MI NT A. 

You muft know I have- a pephew, that— 
. Have yon » nephew, do yqu fry, mada/j> ? 

A4* AJHIsNT A. i 

Yes ; and one for whom I have a- very great af- 
fection ; and to* whew I intend tp leave the talk of 
jny fortune. 

v $Mii»g c&n be in^re reafcna>!e; 

H E A R TLYi ,- 

How ! Do yo* approve of this ? 
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COLONEL. 
Why not, fince the cafe is my own. I have a 

aiece! — a moft charming young creature! whom 

I love almoft to adoration ; and whom I intend- to - 
leave fole heirefs of all I am worth. 

HE A R T L Y. 
Really you are mighty good relation*** 

COLO N-E-L. 
My dear Araminta, a thought is juft come inter' 
my Iread, which* if it meets with your approba- 
tion— — 

ara-minta; 

Can my dear colonel propofe any thing that hia 
Araminta would TeftnV? ' 

CO L O >J EL. 
Obliging creature TWell then, I have an incli- 
nation to fend for my niece as foon as poffible, and 
give her an apartment in this houfe. She is young, 
and wantsexperience : you, my dear Araminta, are 
roiftrefsof a great (hare of wit, underftanding and - 
prudence ; let me therefore re q a eft you to take her 
under your direction. 

ARAMINTA* 
Moft willingly ; on condition that you will it* 
return take my nephew under yourY He**ii a* 
young man of a Very sagreeable perfon, and an 
amiable difpofition; put then he is ftnvild, fo^id* 
dy, that he wan,u fome perfon of prudence to have 
an eyeuponhisconduc~L 

' CO'L ON I L, 

It is a troublefome talk you have impofed upon 
me, madam; however, I will undertake it, in re- 
turn for the like favour' yon are willing to'fhew < 
me in regard to my iiiaeev 
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AH AM INT A. 
Too may depend upon my care of her. 

Q Q fcON E L. 

-As y<ro may of mine in regard to your, nephew, 

'- .■'.... HEARtTLY. • s 

Welly good folks, I mud own. you furprize me 
greatly ; for I never before heard a fy liable about* 
this nephew and niece. 

ARAMINTA, 

Did nor /you know tfcat I had a fitter married in* 
the weft ? 

, ... : heartlV. 

. l^oV really, t knew nothing of any foch things 

4 i^ * .COLONEL. 

' Nor tfctt I had a brother who was fettled in the 
north?, : 



n 9 "■# t 



■Afijrttle;,'. . , . 

\[ An# yet ft is very true. , 

HEAR Ti Y» 

But as to your After, madam, it <w as always faid 
that ibejcUed without children. 

■i ' ' '• ' ARAMINTA, 

- WkhDtff children'! Well, I love you for that 
prodigioiifly. It* i* very likely, indeed, that my 
fiier mould' be] marry'd twenty years and not have 
onefon. Suppofe you mould fee him here, what, 
would you fay then ? 

HEARTL-lfc 

Not a friable . » 

COLONFL, 
And when my niece makes her appearance, pray* 
what will you have to objecl ? 

H.&ARTLY« 
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HEARTIY/ 

Oh! noshing at all. 

Well, then, PUg&thH inftant and fctehinyw* 
phew. Your fervant, fir: ££*£/ Araminta haftily% 

COL O tf*E L. 

And I my- niece-.— —Yoor fervant, fir, 

[£xrt Colonel ti*fim*+ 

» 

<. J 

profefs I cannot unravel it. They do not (tern to 
hjwe.the lea^ joy at feeing each other after fo Jong 
an abfence; no Impatience to come together {^nei 
appears to be wholly taken op with his niece ; and 
the other can talfcofiiotnin^btrt her nephew; This 
feme new difcovexe^ perhe^ $nd niece appear 
very fufpicious to mc! My cbriofitv i$ t a j(f d i 
and?— befides, both the coferieVantl Arantitota feem.- 
deiiroas of keeping fae al A- diftance ; fuch beha- 
W«ar pdfendi me graady* . There U $me Hvyffery 
that I cannot difcove* as yet i howevstf, laai W^ 
folved to get to th* boftqra o£ & coft what it will. 
Jhf <tifc<nary yJUi give in* ipfolW pNfctt * *nd- 



End of the Second Act. ' 
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ACT III. S C- E N E. J. 

Enter ARAM1NTA. 

MY lawyer has drawn the contract as I defirecT 
him, and lam extremely well pleafed with 
ttfo manner of doing it j hot I dire not fign it as 
yet* My engagements with the colonel are of fftdL 
a nature as to be djfibltoUe onjy by joint confent *; 
tiwmjAtathQj^tiJs^jpAI top* it will not 
tetogfilfc 

SCENE II. 

ten j^TTy. ; 

Dnr n*dam, am y<*a ]*%* p 4j4 ot» know- 
you wt* rotnrntdi and I di* with impttience to 
fcnur how yo* hfio, ooae of kyoyr &&iMnri*w. 
with the colonel. 

AKAMIVTA. 
Qh ! tto admiratiM my, dear Betty ! . The colonel ; 
is the moft tra&abk and credulous of all heists': 
no fufpicions, no diftfuft no jealoufy ! He Is as-. 
innocent as a lamb ; or indeed, between y»n and I> . 
more <>f an ideot than any thing elfe, 

bjtt y. 
Ho mnft he gpeaf iy changed $e*J » 

AKAUIKTA, 

You would hardly know him for tht feme mani 
Ityt thank heaven, it gives me no great nneanacfi : 
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I wifh he was more ftupid than he feems to be. Bat 
what am I faying ? he is all I could wifli. Do yoa 
know he has confented to my nephew's living here ? 
—here, in this houfe, girl !' 

settt; 

Yotrr nephew, nmdam ! 

ARAMINTA, 

Yes, my nephew I tell thee. 

BETTY. 
Pray:, madam, where may this fame nephew to*? 
.for I- do not remember having ever feen him. 

AR AMI NT A. 

Y«o (halt fee Him then very Jbon. It is my deal* 
chevalier, him whom I love* whom I intend- to 
make my huiband. 

' BEfTT'i r 

Mercy on ust Is the- chevalier, whom you are 
Jo paffionately fond of, your nephW ? 

ARAMINTA. 
Hha ! how dull of apprehen6on thou art. My ne- 
phew ! No i but I have conferred that title on him 
to have a fair- pretext for bringing him under this 
roof. .»- 

mitty:. 

Ah ha ! I.onderftand yon now ! And fo the co- 
lonel really believes this on your bare word. 

ARAMINTA. 

He did not make the lead objection, nor once - 
cjneftion the truth of it. 

BETTY. . 

Oh ! the good mm mud be fuperannuattd j for 

if he had three grains of underftanding he mull fee 

thro'* the deceit. However, I am not facafily the 

dupe. of appearances; and I think I have very juft 

grounds 



The DOUBLE INFIDELITY. 213 

grounds to conclude that the colonel's affection for 
your ladyfhip is as much cooPd as your's for him. 

A R AM I N T A. 

It may be fo ; and yet, Betty, I have Hill a 
great regard 'for him ; and, when I found him 'fo 
cafy and complying, with regard to my pretended 
nephew, I thought T could do no lefs, in return, 
i>ot give my. confent to his introducing his niece 
here. 

BITTY. 

His niece 1 Has the colonel a niece too, ma~ 
jdam ? 

AR A M I*N T A. 

Yes ; but a real niece, whom he intends to make 
>his heirefs. 

s BETTY. [AfiJt.] 

I find they have been putting .a trick upon each 
.other. 

A R A M I N T A. 

This is a. lucky circamftance for me ; is it not* 
Jetty ? 

BETTY. 
O, very lucky, to be Aire, madam 1 

ARAMINTA. 
For, while I pretend to follow die colonel's ex* 
ample, I gain my own ends, without the leaf! fuf- 
picion But, now, I muft give you your inftruc- 
tions. 

B B T : T Y. 
Well, let us hear them 

A R A M I N'T A. 

Here is the chevalier's direction : you will eafily 
£nd him out* for lie does not live far from hence. 

BETTY. 
Very well. And what am I to fay to this fame 
chevalier ? 

ARAM1HTA. 
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ARAMINTA, 

^What I have already told thee. Bat. reeom* 
emend fecrecy to him, Bettys and be fare to tefl 
^him, that his future happinefs and fortune depend 
'«pon his prudence and drfcretion. That he mutt 
endeavour to impofe tipon — the world ; and Jo 
erfedually blind the colonel, that <he may never 6e 
• able to difcdver the myftery. 

BETTY. 
, All this is extremely weH imagined ; but I have 
ibrae oertairi -n£ruj>l£s» 

Aft AMIKTA, 
Scruples! pray, what are they? 

BETTY. 

Why, madam, yon feem ready to allow, that 

tfte doferriei is gbOdnds hfeff; and ytt: yfctt afre 

-doing all in your power to cheat and deceive hint : 

and, in this laudable plan, yon ffend in need of 

my address and srffiftance. Is it not f* 1 

ARAMINTA. 

Very well $ and what then ? 

BETT Y. 

Why, then, you will, ia all probability, fucceed 
to your withes. But, pray, what am I to fain by 
all this ? eternal reproaches from my conscience * 
a conference that has always had an invincible 
averfion to whatever is contrary to opennefs and 
good faith. You may perceive, by this, bow great 
a violence I muft do myfelf, in a&fting yon to 
break your firft engagements, by abuling the un- 
4u(j>e£ting temper of a worthy man. In fhbrt, it 
appears to me a mocking crime; and I cannot 
even bring myfelf to keep your fecret. 

AftAMINTA, 
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ARAMINTA, 

Hoto, Betty ! will you abandon me then, at 
the rcry time that I ftand die moft in need of your 
jiffiftanoe ? Have you a mkid to ram me ? 

3 «TTY, 
It is not ma, my dear lady 3 k is my confluence. 

araKiinta. 

But is there no way of gaining over this fame 
•difficult cdnicHdice of ttiint f 

BITTY, 
Oh Lord ! I am afraid not — that is to fay—* 
-not cafily-i-&-No, ho, I am petfuackd ft is not a 
fmall -matter that would filence it. 

ARAMINTA, '\?»M"Z mt a furfi.] 
I am of your opinion? — and therefore, do yos 
fee— Mere is ib me what which is not a trifle. 
Look, Betty. 

Oh! madam, fcr *wat*n ? s *Wee hide it f I otia- 
*ot bear to look at it. 

A1AMINTA, 
Why fo > 

BETTY.. 

Becaufe I am but a frail mortal, and dread mjr 
own weakness. 

A R A M4U T A. 

Well, tztottotowertr : kit Well n*sUMl, a*4 
I make you a prcfent-of it. , 

ft V TTt 

Thank you, dear madam - {Opening tk$ purfe, 
and taking out a few pieces.'] Ah ! curled metal! 
what conscience can hold out againd thee ? 

ARAMI »T A. 

And now, you furrender yourfelf, Betty ? 

BITTT. 
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BETTY. [Putting up tkefurfe.] 

This is a -proof of it, madam. . \Afide.'] {'faith 
hypocrify is a good trade ; and I no longer wonder 
fo many^ honcft reputable people make ufe of 4t. 

ARAMINTA. 

. Well, now make hafte, to do as I have ordered 
yon. Some argent bufinefs calls me abroad ; bat £ 
Jhall be back again prefently, to receive my dear 
nephew — But, good heavens.! whatdo I fee ?Hexe 
he comes himfelf ! 

S C E N E m. 

Enter /&. CHE VALIE R. 

*B E T T Y. [To Antfninta.] 

Is this the chevalier ? 

ARAM IN T A. 

Jt i$ the dear creature himfelf 4 

BETTY. 
Troth, you have a good choice in nephews. 

ARAMINTA. 
Chevalier, what brought you hither ? It Is not 
your time to appear yet. I am terrified left the 
colonel mould fee you, before I have informed yon 
fully of my intentions, and the manner in which I 
Would ha*e you behave, in his prefence. 

CHEVALIER.. 

Who is this colonel, madam ? 

BETYy, [T« the Chetalfcr.] 
' You muft fay aunt. 

CHEVALIER. 

Aunt ! what does- the wench mean ? 

« . . 

•^ - •'- ARAMINTA, 
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A R A'AT HNilCT A. 

• I wm goi»g to fond Betty with a meflage; to 
acquaint yon with what I had been «to»g, and thfe 
refolutions I had formed in regard to yea; *ad 
flic was- juft cooh^ when your ac/ival prevented 
her : however, I would explain myftlf more at large 
to you this moment, was it not that 1 am afraid 
of the colonel's coming in : feoner than I fhould 
dertre. Therefore, my dear Chevalier, I muft 
conclude- 



■■■BtaBAa^A 



BETTY. [To Araminta.3 

My dear nephew; if you pleafe. 

C«EV',ALUR, 
My nephew! and my aun$) what the devil is 
.the meaning of all this.? 

A R A M I NT A. 

I will unravel this py.ftery to.you at my coufin's, 
whither I am now going. Come after me as foon 
as poflible, and do not be feen in this houfe again, 
till you are prbperly prepared, * 

C HI V * h IE R. ,' 

: It- is enough, jnad^m / JllTollow yoju inftantly. 

. ![&>/ Araminti. 

SCENE IV. 

CHEVALIER. 

I fuppofe you are Arartiifftals chamber-maid ? 
< BETTY. •*..*"'. 

1 You fuppofe 'very right, fir. 

CHEVALIER. 

Pray, now, child, could you^let me a little into 
the fecret of all this affiair ; and what your lady'a 
intentions are with regard to me f 

«*> BITTY, 
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BETTY. 

Whv ve*— I f« no harm therc wiU ^ iD ^T 
ToTiitki^, then, that flic propofes to make 

your fortune. 

CHEVALIER. 

By what means, pray ? 

Rv takiDK you 'for a hufband. But this is to be 
• JZ S 8 g«at fecrecy, I can tell you. Well, 
what think you of i,t : 

CHEVAtlER.. ICoUlj.) 
I am extremely pbliged to tbe lady, and lhall 
endeavour to merit her goodnefs. 
'- ' "ft E T t y* 

Merit her^oodnef. J . Humph! A mighty cold 
acknowledged, methinks Ah! my poor nuf- 
trrfss you are a great fool, wdeed ! 

CHEVALIER. 

What do you mean? What folly has your mif- 
tref. been guilty of? ■ 

That' oT Wending 'to tdke you for a hufoand. 
■What greater ene can (he be guilty of? 

C H E V.A L I E R. 

I unaerftand you 5 you think I am too young for 

her ? . • .. i i - 

t ..■■•: ■ 3 e t t y. ■ 

'« ' n0 that is netthe cafe ; I mean (he is too 
Cd ?or you AndTw tell me. Chevaber. do. 

you love her ? . t 

CHEVALIER.. 

I cannot.fay-pofitively^that I am very much 
"in We with her f , , , , a . 

BETTY. 

• T » 
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BETTY. 
Not very much — But, how much ? What do 
you feel with regard to her ? 

CHEVALIER* 
All that a man of honour can, for a perfon to 
whom he has Co many obligations ; gratitude — But, 
1 mould fufpeft, by all thefe queftions, that your 
miftref* had employed yon to found my heart. 

BETTY. 
• Indeed you are miftaken : and, to prove it to 
you, Imuft tell you that my miftrefs is mad enough 
to perfuade herfelf that you are moil furioufly in 
love with her. 

CHEVALIER. 

But why, then, do you take fuch pains to read 
my thoughts r 

BETTY. 

To aflift, if I can, in making you happy ; and 
prevent my miftrefs from being miferable. 

CHEVALIER. 

•She cannot be fo with me. 

BETTY. 
But (he will be fo, even againft your will. The 
man who has not an affection for a wife, can never 
make her happy. 

CHEVALIER. 
You talk fo fenfibly, child, that I am half tempt- 
ed to repofe a confidence in you. 

BETTY. 

If yon knew me a little better, yon would do it 
without referve. And, to begin to merit it, I 
will give you one piece of advice, which is, to 
think twice before you marry Araminta : not but 
that fhe is a very deferving woman, tho' I am be- 

K 2 traying 
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traying her; yet, when 1 confider your two ages, 
J really pity yon both. 

CHEVALIER. 

Doubdefs we ire bofti to be pity '4 ; the for lov- 
ing ae» and I for being obliged to many her. 
But, what can be done, child r my birth is my on- 
ly inheritance ; and birth, without the means u> 
fupport it, is the greateft of all misfortunes. The 
perfon whom I love, and whom, was I rich, I 
would make my wife preferable to any of her fex, 
h as unhappy as myfelf. She is a young woman 
of quality ; amiable, witty, and full of life and 
fpirk. In a word— — Bot, alas ! we are parted 
again ft our wills. My heart bleeds when I think 
of her fituation. Hfer mother has been dead fame 
years j a little while ago (he loft her father, and 
is left without any friend but an old aunt, who has 
as little fortune as herfelf. 

BETTY. 

What you now tell me, calls to my mind a flory 
I heard this morning. And, now I think of it, 
pray, fir, was the young lady you are fpeakiftg of, 
born at Paris ? 

CHEVALIER. 

No i fhe was born, and lives, in Provence. 

BETTY. 

Might I afk whofe daughter fhe Is ? 

CHEVALIER. 

Her father was a major in the army, and com. 
mander of a garrifon town where I was upon duty 
for fix months. 

BETTV, 

What is this I hear ? Is it poflibfe that mere 
change Jhoutd h**e brought about fo extraordinary 
an adventure ? 

CHBVALIE*. 
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CHEVALIER. 
I do not underftand you. I fee nothing extra- 
ordinary in all this. 

BETTY. 
I am fo (truck with it, that I dare not afk any 
more queftions. But, I am the moil miftaken that 
ever worn an was, if yoo do not fee this beloved 
miftrefs of yourV this very day. 

C H E V A L 1% R* 

Good heav'ns ! where ? 

BETTY.. 

Id this houfe, 

CHEVALIER,. 
What can bring her here ? 

B E-.T.T Y. [Looking out.] 

Hold 1:1 fee fome perfons coming this way, who 
will inform yon 

& C E N E V.. 

Enter A NO EL'ICA'W MARTIN. 

ANGELICA, [To Martin, mt filing the Chevalier.] 

Is this the colonel's houfe ? 

M A R TIN. 

. T&s, mils. 

A NsG ELICA, 

I cannot enter it without trembling. 

CHEVALIER. 

Good God ! what do I fee ? May I believe my 

eyes? 

MARTIN, [To Angelica.] 

■ - A Kttle courage, mifs, Will fbon get the better of 
this apprehenfion* 



K 



3 ANGELICA. 



222 The WHIMSICAL LOVERS* Oiv 

ANGELICA. 

Never, Martin; never. 

BETTY. [To the Chevalier. 1 
What ails yau, fir ? 

CHEVALIER.. 

I know not whether I am dreaming or waking fc 

ANGELICA. 

I look upon this houfe as a fepulchre, in which 
I am going to bury myfelf for life. But, where'! 

my aunt ? Sure ihe has not left me ! 

MARTIN. 

She is gone op to fee the apartments that are- 
allotted for you. 

ANGELICA. 
Let us go to her then. 

CHEVALIER. 
It is ihe ! It is Angelica 1 

ANGELICA. 

What voice is that ? 

CHEVALIER. 
Charming Angelica ! 

ANGELICA. 

Good heav'ns ! I know the found of that voice, 
I tremble. Quick, Martin, let us fly. from he ace. 

CHEVALIER. 
Stop, a moment, my deareft Angelica ! 

ANGELICA. 
Alas t Is it you, my dear Chevalier ? What 
chance has brought us together here I Why do 
you follow me ? Did we not promife to avoid each 
other for ever I- 



CHIVALIEL, 
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C H EV A L I E R. 

It is true j but what do you here ? 

ANGELICA. 

. I come to die with grief aad<~- 

MARTIN. 
Hey day ! what's the meaning of all this ?» 
Come, mifs, your aunt will be feeking for you. 

ANGELICA. 

I'll follow you. My legs will not fiipport me-i 
I can bear it no lQngev Oh ! [Faint s.\ 

M Ai T I If. 

Help, help, Betty ! This is a ferious affair. 

CHEVALIER. [KniU*g, and taking boU of A** 

gelica'j band.] 

Look up, charming Angelica 1 recal your fleet- 
ing fenfes t or I fliall expire at your feet. 

ANGELICA. 

Alas! Why do you aril me back to life ? Leave 
me ! leave me* to die in peace 1 it is the only hap- 
pinefs that now. remains for me. 

CHEVALIER. 
Live, live, my charmer ! live for my fake. : 

ANGELICA. 

f < < * * 

Life is hateful/ fince I carindt be your's; 

MARTIN.,' 
Egad, Betty, I believe thefe young folks are fn 
love with each other ? 

4 

BETTY. 

Thou haft goefled rightly. Poor fouls, they dc- 
ferve companion. I can hardly keep from crying, 

MARGIN. 

Nay, prithee don't cry ; for, if thou doft, I 
fliall cry too-; and that will be ridiculous enough. 

K 4 [Going. 
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[Going up to the Chevalier and Angelica, who are 
entertaining each other in dumb Jbeivl Sir! mifs f 
fir! truce with' your condbJementsV if yoa pieafe 5 
for I expect my itia&et hefce eVtory\moment ; ami, I 
allure you, this it a fccnc which wilt *ot at dl di- 
vert him. 

C tf E v V A L I E R. . 

Thy matter! "Who Is 'he? What'fcufirieTs has 
ie whh me i or what right has he to be offended 
with what I fay » to this fady, ot file to me ? . Is, (he 
in his J***** 

Not yet, indeed j tottt ■* ~ .- 

■ C HHA LIE R. 
. Bitf4.. > S*fr«hi,\Wwud^yQa.mean^ tfial lut? 
Explain thyfelf, Of thrs moment is thy lad. 

• MARTIN,' It* *J>?&.i'' ■ ' . • 
The devil T Was there ever fuch* " a hotheaded 

man ? -' v 5 k '* '* *' "• -- 

Mart**, X chafege tfc*v do not fatfeiy tffe. 

CHlVAtiyn." 

' If he does *<* explain that Bat, he is a dead 
man* " » * • * 

M jA ,Rr T I N K 

I am in a very pjttty itna^n^ truly f 5$r, will 
you pleafe to confer, that, as a faithful fervant* 
I am under a ntct&ty of keeping my mailer's fe- 

crets. 

C H E V A LI £*. 

Bat this fecret concerns me as well as him ; 
.and therefore I will know it tint riafta^f*. Speak, 
rafcal! what is your mafteA name,? 

.M A R T I^N. 

His name, fir? Oh, ttyat is no •fetret j ,| inay 

tell yau his aajne very fafely— His naattt is cofonftl 

.Campaign. chev\- 
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CHEVAilERr 

Colonel Campaign I Well ! is hf Acquainted 
with this lady ? ; 

M A RT.IH' 
. Ok! yes, fir, intimately, 

CHEVALIER. 

How long fince ? 

MARTIN. 
About two months fince* 

C H E V ALIER. 

Has he the boldnofs to entertain apaffion for ktr r 

MARTIN. 

Boldnefs, fir?— my mailer is as bold as a lion. 

CHEVALIER.? 
We (hall put his courage to the teft, perhaps . 
But what are his intentions towards roifs Angelica? 

MARTIN. 

His intentions, fir t his intentions !-~J know no- 
thing of tbem. 

CHEVALIER. [Drawing bis /word.] 

Oh, ho ! yon plead ignorance, do you ? 

ANGELICA. 

Good heavens ! what are you doing, Chevalier ? 

B E T T T, 
Lord ! are you going to kill my hatband that i» 
to be? 

QHEVALIER. 

Let the rafcal fave his life then, by anfwering to . 
what I aft. him. Does your matter intend to marry 
this lady ? 

MARTIN. 

He does, and he does not. 

» 

K 5 CHEVALIER, 
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CHEVALIER. 

He does, and he does not 1— -Speak more plain,. 
or by all that's facrcd— — 

MARTIN. 
Well, then, if you muft hare the whole troth, 
my matter does intend to marry this lady: but there 
are fame indifpenfable r.eafons lor his doing if pri- 
vately. $* 

CHEVALTER. 
What are thofc reafons ? 

bVt t v. 
My rmftrete, you know, has her reafbns for being 
privately married to you. 

*' ''"■•• ANGELICA. 

What's this I hear ? the Chevalier going to be 
married to your miftrefs ! 

CHEVALIER. 

Muft I behold the lovely Angelica in the arms of 
another I I can- never farvive the fight. 

ANGELICA. 

My greateft confolation, my dear Chevalier, is, 
that death will loon 1 deliver me from the difagreeable 
fituation to which my aunt has condemned me, 

CHEVALIER. 
No ! faithlefs as thou art fair ; you will forget 
me in the embraces of an amiable hufband. 

MARTIN. 

Yes,, truly j a hufband of ftxty'two muft be very 
amiable. 

CHEVALIER. 

Of fixty-two ? 

MARTIN* 

Not a week lefs. 

• * * 

ANGELICA. 
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ANGELICA. 

Judge from hence how much I am to be pity'd. 

It is wretched I, who will be forgotten, while the 

man I love revels in the arms of a young and 

beautiful bride. 

BETTY. 

Whofe charms have all the force that half a cen~' 

tury can give them. 

ANGELICA. 

Half a century! 

CHEVALIER. 

Judge now, my charmer, if f am the lcaffto be 
pity'd. 

ANGELICA. 
Let us renew oar refolution} never to fee each 
other again. 

BETTY. 

It will be a very vain one ; for you'll fee one 
another every day, every hour, and every moment. 

, ANGELICA. 

Jail: heavenf what ftrange fatality is this? 

BET T Y. 
You mud know you are both 1 to live under this 
roof; you, fir, as the nephew of my miftrefs ; and 
you, madam, as his mailer's niece. 

[Points to Martin ] 
CHEVALIER. 

This $ fonte confoktion in the midft of my fuf- 
ferings. ' ; 

ANGELICA; 

Alas ! I can fee only new fubje&s of grief and 
affliction ! 

" BETT Y. 

Come, come, never dtfpair ; in the mean time 

be carefdl not to difclofe the fecret we have now 

revealed to yfcik < You; Chevalier, go to your /en- 

- - * dezvous 



dezvous with Aratnrata ; and 40 you, madam, go 
and take po/Teffion of your apartment, ; 

A N Q lilC A, 

. Bnfc my dear Chevalier^— 

BETTY. 
No more words; — yon InuTt part for the pretend 
You are Awe of opportunities enough of meeting* 

ANGELICA. 

Adieu. 

CHEVALIER, 
Farewell. 

[Qxeunt Angelica ajtd Marti* it. m &**.*"£ 
the Chevalier at the other. 

S C. E N E. VI.. 

B E X T Y. [Aten*.J 

Well now, this adventure is altogether new, and! 
lias affefted me in a ftrange manner. Lam almdfr 
tempted to fet my wits to work, to break' off the. 
ridiculous matches that are to divide our poor 
young creatures. Divide them!' what in* t talk- 
ing of? Will they not live together ? Will they nor 
fee one another ? Talk to one another? Love oae- 
another ? and perhaps, much more tenderly thaU , 
if they were married. What pretty adventure* 
this may be productive of, Egad ; I have them, 
all prefent to my imagination-, ap4 they divert me 
prodigjouijy. Ah! ipr*. Heartly, . if yon knew 
what was going on, how finely would you indulge 
your paulon of revenge f and what might I expect 
for furnifhing it with fuch excellent food; - Egad, 
I am half tempted to do it. 1*11 go and fee if he be 
prowling about the ho*fe> ?n^l provided I find 
ray account in it, I fhall e*en Jay ai| jinpeninept 
fcruples afide. .. *, _, £^V?etgr f/> 

. Eni> of th*;TjKjio> Aivto. !,.:. , .: 

ACT 
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A C T IV. SCEN' t : r. ' 

£*/*> BETTY. 

ETHINKSw^ Hcartly ia very negl*4t~ 
ful of us. I drought ho had been al- 
ways upon the watch after my mifrefs, but I can- 
not fee any thine of him. Sure he can never be 
grown inactive of late, he who ufed always to trouble 
himfelf more about other peopled bufmefs than 
his own i but here he eomei, following Martin. 
He wants to engage him in difcourfe— that is. 
jail his way. Fox ! fox I you'are known by the 

SCENE II. 
Inter HE ART LY, following MARTIN. 

H E.A int 
But pry*thee hear me. 

MARTIN. 

No, fir ; I an an honeft lad, and never lttkn to 
people who- want to corrupt me. 

" ' B'ETI'Y. [Apde] 

Mighty well. Martin I find is talking fn the 
feme ft rain to him that I did to my miftrefs. He 
has h js fcrjiples ; he^wfll make the moft of them 
III anfwtir for him. [7a Heart!/.] Your humbte 
iervant, fir. 

HEAfLTLT. 
.Oh 1 ;flMf fiftvaat, mw, Betty,. { 

* 

• • - ' 

BETTT. 
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BETTY. 
I am afraid I interrupt you, fir ; you feem to 
have fome bufinefs with mr. Martin. 

HEARTLY, 
Why I have fo; but mr Martin rides refty; 
tho 9 1 only afk two or three words from him. 

MAR T I N. 

Not a fyllable will you get from me. Zookers I 
I am not fo foon fet a talking. 

HEARTLY, 
Tell me who this fame niece is, that is dropt 
out of the clouds ? 

MARTIN. 

I am deaf. 

BETTY. 

And I fuppofe you want to know who this fame 
nephew is, and where my miftrefs found him ? 

HEART L Y. 
I dp fo, my girl ; and beg you to fatisfy my cu~ 
riofity. 

BETTY. 
I am dumb. 

H E A R T h Y. [Afidc.] 
Hum! I fee how the matter ftands. — Heark'e, 
good folks, I find you perfectly well underftand 
each other; and,' like the wheels of a watch, you 
move always together.— Therefore one word will 
be as good as a thoufand. ± You know 1 am. what 
the world calls a rich old fellow ; I have no one to 
leave my money to after my death, and fo I can 
freely indulge the propenfity P have to oblige tKofe 
who are my friends : now, if you have an inclina- 
tion to be of that mimbcr, I will make you both a 
prefent of a fum that fhafl enable you to marry, and 
livexomfortably. 

MARTIN. 
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MARTIN. 
Methinks my hearing is returned.— Sir, with 
your leave. — Betty a word with yon. \Takes Betty 
to the fide oftbeftage:] This is a very (educing man! 

BETTY. 

The mod dangerons creature I ever came near L 

MARTIN. 

He wants to get our fecret from us. 

BETTY. 
True ; but he rauft pay well for it. ' 

MARTIN. 

And wall we give way to the temptation f 

BETTY. 
You know we have agreed to get as much as we 
can. 

MARTIN. 
Why that's true. 

BETTY. 

And where can we meet with a better opportu- 
nity? 

MARTIN. 

But then (hall we not be traitors to thofe who 
have employ *d us ? 

BETTY, 

FifE ! you fool, it is better to be traitors to others, 
than to ourfelves. 

MARTIN. 
Nay, now you have fealed up my lips. No fcru- 
ples can hold out againft fo noble a maxim.. 

HEARTLY, 

Pray is your conference nearly finifhed^ 

MARTIN. 

It is* fir i fpeak, and wc will reply. 

BEARTLTi 



1 
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HEARTLY, 
. Well, then, the matter /lands thus ; Araminta, 
and my friend the colonel, have told me a long 
(lory of a nephew and a niece, who — What ! 
you laugh both of you ? Ah ha ! I was right in 
my fufpicions I find. Ill be hang'd if thefe are 
not relations of their own making ; and that they 
have put a trick updik each other. Am I not right ? 
MART1NWBETTY, [LsMgb.} 

Ha! ha! ha! 

HEARTtT,' , 
You laugh again ! Well, then, I'll proceed. The 
nephew I imagine to be fome young blade, who 
has found the means to pleafc Araminta ; and the 
niece fome indigent, but handfome girl, that my 
old friend is enamoured with,- You make me. 
no anfwer t 

MARTIN. 
There is no room lor it* you have gueft the 
whole. , 

- HEAHTLY. 
Indeed ! then here are mon&rous doings going 

forward. 

B £T T Y. 

Hold, fir ! by your leave. Tho* their inten- 
tions are ridiculous enough, yet they are ftri&ly 
lawfal. 

HEARTLY, 

What do you mean by lawful } 

BETTY. 
Yes, fir, I repeat it, lawful. Marriage is Hie 
view on both fides.— —This is to be done fecretly 
indeed ; and here will be two very pretty hoirfholds 
under one roof. 



• •» • 
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" HEARTLY, 
What a lucky difcovery! Nothing can be more 
pleafcut! They are to conceal their marriage from 
each other X fuppofe. 

. . MARTIN. 

You have it. The articles are ready drawn, and 
each party has a Separate lawyer. 

HEARTLY. 
And pray who are thefe lawyers ? 

MARTIN, 

My matter's lives at. the corner of this dreet. 

BETTY. 
And my mhlrefs's not ten doors from this houfev 

HEARTLY. 

* 

1 know them both, and I have an excellent 
fcherrre in my head. But tell me 4 hayc. either <jf 
you fecn this nephew v ahd niece ? 

BETTY. 

Yes, fir, I havo . 

HEARTLY. 

And are they agreeable in their peifons T 

MART X N. j 
Both very agreeable j the young lady's pru- 
dence aod modefty feem. equal to her wit and 
beauty, of both which tye hap a great (hare. Be- 
fides, me is of a great family. 

HEARTLY. 

. 'OdfbutJ ! if we could but make them falj in love 
with each pther 

: i , m . ,P TtY. 

"That Is ready done to your haads. . • ( 

You do not tell roe fa? 






IlTTT. 
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BETTY. 

Martin and I have juft been witnefles to fuch a 
fcene ! — They are both in defpair at the obftacles 
which Hand in the way of their mutual happinefr. 

HEARTLY, 

You delight me with this information, and x 
pleafant thought has ftruck me, that may, perhaps^ 
have its effect. But I mull crave your afiiftance* 

BETTY^MARTIN. 

With all our hearts. 

HEARTLY. 

Could not I get a fight of the- young folks f 

BETT Y. 

Hold, here comes the* young man, in the very- 
nick of time. Martin, go and poft yourfelf fo as 
no one may come to furprife us. 

H ,E ARTLV, 
A good thought! ' ~ 

MARTIN. < 

I am gone* [Exit Marti*. 

* * 

S C E N E III. 

Enter tfa Q H E V A L I E 8» 

BET T Y. 

What, Chevalier ! returned already ?~ 

CHEVALIER, . 

Yes ! your miftrefs has informed me of the whoje 
affair, in a few words* and fent me back here again 
with a charge of fecrecy. But what dp I fee r 
•Zounds ! I am difcovered'. 

BITTY,' 

Diicover'd I By whom-? • 

CHEVALIER. 
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CHEVALIER. 

That man there knows me. 

BETTY. 
Who ? mr. Heartly ? 

CHEVALIER, 

The fame ; he is an intimate friend ef my 
fat her's. 

BETTY. 

Nay, I can't help that j but after all, it will be 
Yo much the better for you. 

CHEVALIER. 

I mould rather think fo much the worfe. 

BETTY. 
May be fo, but I know the contrary. 

HEARTLY. 

Ah ! my dear Chevalier, i& it you I Whom ait 
you fceking here I 

BETTJi. .,: 
He comes to fee his aunt, fir. 

CHEVAL.IJ.R.. pi Betty.] 

•Sdeatb, what are you faying ? you'll ruin alt f 

BETTY. ! ; 

Lord ! I know what I am about* 

* . * * * 

HEARTLY. 
His aunt I Is your aunt in this houfe,. pray i 

CHEVALIER. ^ 

Yes, fir,— .1 am here to— [/« *aj/fyfc».J 
H E A R T.L Y. 

But, Chevalier, I am much miflaken, or your 
aunt lives in the country with your father, and con* 
fequently cannot be in Paris, 

BBTTX. 
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BITTY, 

Nay, as you pleafe for that j but t&js gentleman 
has an aunt in this houfe^ and an aunt who is one 
of your bell friends. 

CHEVALIER. 

'2ounds ! is the wench going to betray us ? 

BETTY. 

Never fear, I an) ferving you.. 

HIARTLT, 

It is Araminta, I fuppofe } 

BETTY. 

The very feme. 

* Ha ! ha l* ha ! admirable \ Oh, this is beyond 
every thing f So, Chevalier, you are the perfon who 
fc gotajg to ma*ry the lady of this manfion ? 

CHEVALIER. 

Thelady is gping.tomarrymc, ifyoupleafe, fifr 
Bat I fihd^ou are in the fecrtt. 

HEAHTLY^ 

: Yes; yes, I am in the fecit t, I know all. Ha ! 

ba ! ha ! but how i«- t^e ^sanvf of wonder, could a 
young, fprightly 4 agreeable fellow as you are, ever 
bring himfelf to* think of fa ridiculous a union l 

. cAivALirR. 

Auriftcra fatties, you know, mr. Heartly. 4 

H^ARTLY. 
I T can never ftrffer this : I have too great a friend- 
fhip for your father, to- fee his (o n 

"f ->• ^ C H E V A h I BR. . : 

- Nay,'pr f ytheie, either let Araminta make mjrfox- 
tune, or make it yourfdf. 

1 ' • l RBARTLY. 
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H2ART.LY, 

With all my heart, provided you wiB do as I 

' would have you. 

CHEVALIER. 

Oh, upon my foul I am at your command, or at 
the command of any dne, who wiH free me from 
my prefent wretched fi teat ion. You may judge 
how great muft be my diftreft, when it obliges me 
to marry an old madwoman. 

M E A R T L Y. 

Come, come, yon mall not marry her, Chevalier, 
rf you will follow my advice. 

CHEVALIER. 

With all my heart 5 I put myfelf under your 

ilire&ion. 

H E,A R T L T. 

You mall lofe nothing by it, I aflure you. You 
are the Ton of a man of family, who has done 
me the tneJ! eflential fervices, which it is my duty 
to acknowledge; an opportunity now offers of 
doing it, and I accept it with pleafere. However, 
you muft affift me with your difcretion : continue 
ffill to dttFemble here, and hidfe your pafton for the 
niece, till a proper time to declare it. 

CHEVALIER, 
What do you know ■ ■ 

HEAR Tit, 

- Yes, I kndw all that has paffed, and ain fincerety 
isjoyc'd at it; but we muft not be -feen together i 
go to my hotrfe and wait for me. I will from this 
taftaiit fet to work to coftfpleat your happinefe, and 
w4l loon inform you of what I .have done, and 
what it is mece&ary for yon to do, tofecond my 
tndewofm. 

bitty* 
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BETTY. 

I will go to my miftrefs, and you will always £nd 
me ready to obey your orders. 

[£***»/ Chevalier <WBetty, feveralfy* 

SCENE IV. 

H E A R T L Y. [Sobs.] 
Methinks I have engaged myfelf in this affair 
■rather too haftily , and my generofity is going to carry 
me too great lengths. But no matter. How can 
1 .better employ a fortune, the fourth part of which 
is more than fufficient to maintain me fplendidly £ 
what more noble aftion can I do, than reward in- 
digent merit, and acquit myfelf of a debt of gra- 
titude towards a benefactor* to whonv I owe almoft 
the whole of what I poflefs ? All this is very true. 
But let me afk my heart, whether this very noble 
and generous behaviour is not tinctured with a fmall 
fpice of malice and refentment ? Am not I piqued 
againft my old friend the colonel, for his coolnefs 
to me i and againft Araminta, for her contempt of 
me? Ami not heartily pleafed to find an opportunity 
of giving my revenge the reins, and offering a facri- 
fice to my felf-love, which is ftill as ftrong as ever, 
notwithftanding I myfelf am in the decline of life ? 
In fhort, friend Heartly, all this is but too true : 
But fuppofing It is ? Were all mankind to examine 
ftrictly into the motives of their actions, I fancy 
they would find the beft of them not very unex- 
ceptionable. So I'll examine no longer, butpurfue 
the plan I have laid down. If it meets with the 
fuccefs which I hope for, I fhall procure myfelf a 
threefold pleafure at once; namely, revenge, amufe- 
ment, and doing a good action. Objects too in- 
viting to refill, and therefore I fhall give myfelf 
up to them without referve. But here comet 
George. 

SCENE 



» .' 
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« 

SCENE V. 

Enter /^ COLONEL. 

HEARTLY. 

Well, my geod friend ! How fare your loves ? 

COLONEL. 

Loves ! What loves ? 

HEARTLY. 
Why, what loves do you think I mean ? 
Your's and Ifabelia's ? 

1 COLONEL. 

Mine and Ifabella's ? Ham ! fo 9 To. 

HEARTLY; 

That is what I think. I fee ao preparation* 
.making for the happy day. 

COLONEL. 

No, no, I do not intend there fhall be any 
noife or fufe at niy wedding : do yoa take me for 
a fool ? 

« E A R T L Y. 

Heaven forbid ! I know you are wifdom kfelf. 

COLONEL. 

Could you fuppofe I fhould be coxcomb enough 
to invite a whole train of brothers, fillers, uncles, 
aunts, coufins, coufin-germans, and all the reft of 
the impertinent tribe that aifcnible on fuch occa- 
fions ? Not I truly HI have none of your 

dancing and fiddling, to ftun my own brain, and 
difturb the whole neighbourhood. 

HEARTLY. 
Ohi I know you are too prudent for that ; but I 
'thought the prefence of an intimate friend, like roe, 

wbuld 



*ip Tht WHIMSICAL LOVERS; 1 Or, 

would be agreeable to you ; and that my advice on 
certain heads would be very acceptable. 

COLONEL. 

Look you* «ir. Heartly, I ant greatly obliged to 
you, and all that j but at prefent I do not Hand in 
need of any advic e. — my refolution is taken 
— ^-andfbLfhould efteem it a very great favour, if 
you would leave me to myfetf. I (hall be ^glad to 
fee you fome time next week. 

H S A R T L ¥. 

• — 

How ! next week ? Why, do you imagine I can 
live To long without feeing you ? I perceive you have 
ibmething that fits uneafy upon you, George, and 

this determines mfc to ferve yon to the . 

* COLONEL. 

'Zounds, fir ! I am riot nneafy — : — I was never 
awwe eafy in nil my life— —I— -I warn none 
of your Services, I tell you. Nothing tan* be fo. 
troublefome, as people who will make themfelves 
oeceuary wtether one will or not. ' 

HEARTLY. 

How, colonel ? I did not expeft a behaviour oT 

this kind, I mufr confe&~«~ —But I pity you 

poor man I 

COLONEL. 

Poor manl 'Sdeath ! what d*y c mean by that ? 

HEARTLY. 

Nothing, m take my leave of you for the 
prefent. But I have one favour to sfk of you. 

. . 'COLONEL. 

What is that ? 

H..E A K T L y. 
As I have an«ffeclk>n for 'everything that be. 
longs to yon* and I am informed that your niece is 
in this houfe f oe fokind to procure jne the honoqr 
<>f paying my refjpe£b to her* 

colonbl . 
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COLONEL. 
Oh, you may pay year reijpe&s another time. 
Fare you well. ' 

• HEARTiY, 

A fecond affront J I now difclaim all friend fhtp 
and connection with you ; and if I fhould take a 
proper revenge for the infult yon have offered me, 
you have yourfelf only to blame. Your fervant, 
fr. [firf/Jfeaitly. 

SCENE VI. 

C O L.O W 8,U [SpfmJ [ 

Was there ever fuck a man i If I had not taken 
all the neceflary precautions to conceal my defign, 
I fhould have imagined that he -had discovered it. 
But I am to attribute every thing he faid to the 
warmth of his friendfiiip. Pox take him, and his 
friendship 'too! he has <fo confided me, Idd. not 
know whether I fta*ifl upon my head, or upon my 
heels. 'Odfb, while I am in this iH huxuQur, 1*11 go 
and find ont my old miftrefs, make her heartily 
diflike me r and, if poffible, prevail on her to con- 
«eal<^tirengAgemetots. I know I mall hate a great 
difficulty to pcrfuade her to this, for (he loves me 
todUba&pn. Heaven umpire me .with means to 
make her hate me ! . [Exit Colonel. 
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TV COLONEL and MARTIN, muting. 

COLO N E L. , 

SO, fir, where have you been ? I have been 
hunting after yoi**thefe two hour*. 

(MAH'T'IN,, 

Been, . fir U — -"Sir, 3 have bee n ■ 1 have beent 
^at my lawyers fir . ' 

COLONEL. V ..' 

v Atybur-fafcyeffsJ What, have you: a lawyer? 

1 •' IMF ART IN. " » • , - ; • 
' Why not, fir? ; 

COIONJI, 

And pray what have you been doing; these? 

«M«A R T in; j 
V Sir, I have been-executing fotoe money deeds* * 

C O L O N E L. 

What the devil does the fellow mean ? 

MARTIN. 

Why, yon mud know I had a little money left 
ine lately, and I have been buying an annuity with 

it. 

COLONEL. 

Very well, but let us have done with thy affairs, 

and come to mine. Is Araminta come home yet ? 

MARTIN. 
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MARTIN. 
Yes, fir, and has brought her nephew with her. 
•Upon my foul-he is a ffcrapping young fellow. 

COLONEL. 
Well, and what did fhe fay to you? 

MARTIN. 

.Not a fyllable, fir ; -roe feem'd wholly taken up 
with her relation. 

COLON E>L. 

So .much the better. You think then that fhe 
does not fufpeft any thing. 

MARTIN, 

Nothing in .nature, fir. 

COLONEL, 

Well, upon my foul that is pleafent enough ! Be* 
caufe I pretended to have a cough, fhe thought I 
-was in a galloping confumption. She gives into 
all the (lories I tell her, with the credulity of an 
infant, and is not the leaft difpleafed at my 
bringing this beautiful (ham niece into the houfe ; 
«iay, fhe has even con (en ted, that fhe fhall live 
under the fame roof with me ; and what is more, 
has taken her under her care. Well, Martin, what 
think you of all this? I mud own J cannot help 
laughing at it moft heartily ; hai ha] ha ! 

MARTIN. 

Nor I ; ha ! ha f ha ! — But pray, fir, do you 
not feel fome little qualms of confcience for thus 
abufing the lady's fimplicity ? 

COLONEL. 

Hum !— Why yes— — I cannot but fey I 

.am forry for her. 

L 2 MARTIN. 



*44 The WHIMSICAL LOVERJS; Or # 

M A fc Tin. 

It grieves me to the heart. You muflknow, fir« 
that every thing which is contrary to integrity and 
good faith, hurts me prodigiou%— ~»and between 
.you and I, it muft be con felled, that : your honour is 
at lead as weak as Arattinta* Jtnderfhrnding. 

COLON EX. 
'Sdeath, no jnoralizing^t. Love kicks honour 
out of door*. 

'May .be -lb:— hut when do yon nurrjr this 
xharmujg niece ? 

CQLOKEL, 

As foon as ever I can. I am making all the 
neceflary preparations for it underhand. The ar- 
ticles are ready j but before I dare fign them, I 
jnuft contrive fotne means to make Araminta re- 
turn tne the promifc of marriage I gave her ; ami 
tl iett --^~-whai a happy. fellow ihall I tot* 

MARTIN. 

Buthere comes your lovely niece. 

SCENE IL 
tntsr A N G £ L I G A. 

COLONEL. 

Yes, poor thing, fiie is come to look for me. 

MARTIN* 

Moil certainly. You are the delight of the whole 

fex. 

ANGELICA. 

I came, fir, to lee if you Was tieTe ; toy aunt 

and I have been greatly furprizM at being in year 

houfe fo long, without feeing any thing of you, 

COLONEL. 
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C O I O N E U 

Forgive me, fair creature ; the impatience I feel 
to make you mine, is the reafon of this feeming 
want of refpeft. I have been thefe two hours with 
my lawyer, fettling the marriage articles, with- 
which, I a Are you, you will have no reafon to be- 
dtfpleafed. 

ANGELICA. 
Sir, I believe yQur intentions are very good. 

COLONEL. 

By heavens they are. 

ANGELICA. 
But I much queftion whether the/ will have* any? 
effe& 

COLONEL 

Why fo» my charmer ? 

ANGEL i^QAi 

Becaufel am tbecauib of your proving unfaithful * 
to y«tfr Arft engagements. AccorcSng to what 
Martin has imparted to me, by your dirc&ons, 
in order to prevail on me to obferve the fecrecy 
you defire>I had that I am. defined to fill the place 
of a peribn whom you have loved for many years,. 

COLONEL. 

Why, that is the very reafon that I do not love 
her any longer. 

ANGELICA. 

But allowing that your pafton for tht lady may 
be cooled, fir, yet your breach of faith is nor the* 
lefs blameaMe, ami LcannoCttut feel fome fcroplca 
at being the caufe of it. 

COLONEL. 

Yen ate the innocent caufe, and I take all the 
fault upon myfelf. Afk Martin here, if any one 
can have reafon to reproach you r 

L 3. MAfcTlli.* 
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MART rN, 

•Plha! I fay reproach too! \Ajtde to Angelica.], 
Iflfiftr upon. your fcruples. 

A. N G E L. I C Ai. 

My aunt, who is- not very old, < often telb~me r 
that in her youthful days, lovers preferred, death to- 
in£delity. 

MARTLN, 

Lord V how times change ! and now, mifs, a> 

roan or a woman had rather. commit a thoufand 

.infidelities, than put a reftraint upon themfelves for 

one quarter of an hour: Contrary is a ridiculous 

thing now a-daye. 

COLONEL. 
Very true, Martin. \Ajuk to Angelica.] Het&ft 
lad of admirable understanding. 

ANGELICA.. 

. Ridiculous, as ypu\may pleafe to make it, 1 Jha& 
always pique myfelfj upon thatgjttliiicAtipn- 

C O L O N E L. 

Will you then he always confhnt tomcf 
A N G E LLC A. 

» 

Yes, i^ I* once promife it. 

COLONEL. 

If you promife it ! Are yon donbtful then whether 
you will or not? 

A N G EL LG A. 

Vtry doubtful, IajTure you, fince I hear you 
hare been promifed to another. 

COLONEL. 

But the perfon to whom I was promifed, has- 
given her content to my breaking my engagement.. 

angelica. 
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ANGELICA. 

She ho given her confent } 

MART LKi 

Yes, that (he has, very fincerelyv Oh, I promife 
you (he would be very lorry my matter (herald be 
confined by any fuck oM-faihioned principles as 
thofe you have been mentioning. [Afidejo Angelica}. 
Anfwer quickly. 

tfHOfLI'CA; 
If the lady is fo complying, fir, what reafon is •» 
there for making inch a myftery. of our marriage, 
and for me to pafs for your niece ? 

The. reafon— Oh ! . the- reafon is, becaqfe I would > 
not hkve Bter ftrfpeft, that I -break off through any 
motives of inconftaqcy; as that might offend her'* 
aad overturn my meafures. 

ANGELICA^ 
80 then you are deceiving her alfthis while ? - 

COLONEL. [Half angrily .]. 

*Sdeath, what unreafonable queftions you aft ? ' 
Deceive her ? no— —-yes, I do deceive- he r ■■ ■■ 
that is, I do not absolutely deceive her ■ > for 

look'e, my dear Angelica 'in the main, d'ye 

fee ■ we are agreed a* to -the form — — fo 

then— you underftand me — —(he and L*— we 
referve to ourfelves— — Come, come, yon are too 
fcropulous, too fcrupnlous, a great deal* 

MART JTO. 

Oh ! it is abominable ! Upon my word, mifs, * 
this is too much. . \JJMe to Angelica.] Courage, 
you have confounded him 

COLON EL. 

What are yon whiipering there i ' 

L» 4, IfftRTMt; 
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MARTIN. 

I am leflbning her a HttU, fir* on your acetone* 

COLONEL 

It is rtty well done. [fr Angelica.] You cannot 
deny, that if. , ,. Mania, help me out. 

MAKTIN. 

No, mifs, 1 think yea cannot deny that i f ■■ 

COLONEL. 

Do not interrupt rhe. I fay VOd cannot deny* 
that if J deceive Araininta, it h entirely oat of 
love to you, and that the bafefi adion is fan&ifiecfe 
by fo fair a caafe. ' 

ANGELICA, 

Vou are very obliging, fir, but this comylaifance 
wHI sot overcome my fcaplea. 

COLONEL. 

Tflia t *pflta I leave fcruples togwvding minds. ' 

A NG E L I C A. 
And will you take upon yourfelf all die evit 
that I may be the caufe of in marrying you I 

eOlONEL 

Yes, ay charmer, 111 take the whole upon 
nyfelf, and fave your delicacy. {^/fc&O To wnAt . 
lengths does palfioa hurry us, when it gets the 
umefhand* 

ANGELICA* 

This promife has given me confidence, andnnce 
you perfift in your intentions, I will no longer make 
any objection*. 

COLONEL. 

Divine Angelica ! 

SCSNK 



J 
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S C E N E III. 
Enter BETTY. 

My tmrtrefc, fc, has fenC me to teH yoo> H that fcer 
nephew is juft arrived, and Retires to knew if yov 
are at leifare to receive hh compliments. 

C O L*0 W B * L. - 

With all my hear t », .Tctt Htai I wait wkh ' 

impatience to bid hint welcome. [£**/ Betty .} t 
They fay he u a very agreeable weU bred youngs 
man. 

martin; 

1 dare fay you will be pleafed with him.* 

C s O l-OM-BL, 
Araminta hat given me fo advantage*!!* a cha- 
racter of him, that I long to fee him.- 

MARTIN/ - 

. 

2 fanfy kwotdd nor be amifs to introduce him 10 > 
this young lady j (he will be charmed wkh hit ac- 
quaintance, and he wkb heft; 

A if C 2 LI C A, 

I "have jm objections. 

COLONEL. 

Well, well, time enough for dial. 



L 5 SC£NL 
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SCENE IV. 

Inter ARAMINTA, z&CHEVAtlER, m*' 

BE T TV. 

ARAMINTA. [Tab* Chevalier, entering.] 

Fray fir come in. [To the Colonel.] Sir, give 
me leave to f*efent. this gentleman, my nephewv 
to you. 

C'OLOr*N"EL; 

Madam, yo* do me a great deal of honour. 
Upon ray wonLhe is a very agreeable genteel* 
#mng man- 

CHEVALIER.. 
Sir, I.kifs your hand. 

COLON E»L. 
And I yonr's fir. [To Arfcrainta.] Permit^ me- 
atyb* madam, to prefent <thi> young lady, myniese, . 
to your notice., 

A R,.A M L N, T A. 

A moll amiable young lady, indeed, jcolonell : 

.A N G EL I C A. . 
You are very obliging, madam. t . 

CO. L ON1L 

She longs to embrace you, madam, do Jier that - 
honour if , you pleafe. 

A R A M^.HT A., [AbviHF*] : 
It is doing myfclf a fenfible pleafure, fir. 

COLONEL. 

She will henceforward look upon herfelf as - 
under your direction, as you have been fo kind to - 
pnimife me Jthat you would favour her with you*. 
advice.. 

ANGELICA*. 



•5. 
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ANGBL'KA, 
Which it £ball be my ftudy to obfcrve, tt adanT; 
and hope to merit the additional favour of your- 
frieadfhip. 

COLO.NE L. 

Moft difcreetlyfpoken. I mo ft embrace voir my - 
dear niece, to (hew how much* I am pleafed with— 
fPferi*Z to kifs ber f Jbepvjbts him awoj .] 

ANGELIC A.' 
Sir ! Uncle ! I beg you will excufe me.- 

C O^L O N E L. 

Lord ! child, there is no harm .* ■» ■ ~< 

ANGELICA/ 

Sir, once more Idefire to be exctrfed.* - • 4,J • 

A R A M I NT T A.' 
You are very fcrupulous* mifs ! I Viippofe yon 
would be offended if I was to embrace my nephew. 

COLONEL. 

It is owing to her youth- and inerqperience.— -~ 
Will yon permit me, -madam, to prefent thefe few 
bank-bills to this young gentleman j they will ferve 
to defray his private expences, while at Paris. 

a:** A M I K T A.'. ' 

Sir, this is extremely generous; I accept your" 
offer with all my heart,* bit in return, you muft 
give me' leave to prefent this young lady with la 
few jewels, which' will 'become- her^ better than** 
they will me at prefent; and A really long for an 
onpqrtunsty^rrbtft the fear of oSepd'wg^ / r 

ANGELICA. < c.-r 

Madam, this goodnefs quite confounds me. I 
cannot, upon my f word ■■■■• • <■ • ' ' " • * 

j . .. t. .-•-.-- t <: » ft 

COLONEL. 



V 
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COLO N:BU 

/Fake them, Angelica, or the tady'wfll be angry 
~*+-.\Afide iA Araminta.] 1 long to have an oppor- 
tunity of (peaking a word or two to you in p«*>' 

vate. 

ARAMINTA., [4fid*to tb* CbtomeU] 

I was jjqft agoing to- propofe the fame thing to 
you ■ Betty, {hew this young lady the apartment 
which is provided for her. 

[Exeunt Angelica and Betty. J 

'6&EVAL IE R- 

And, with your leave,, aunt, TIL go and take 

pofleflion of -mine, 

ARAMIHTA 
With all ray hearty nephew. Martin fllalFthew 
you the way. ' Martin,, it is the fame that your, 
matter ufed to occupy, . 

1 M A.KT FN. 

Oh, I know them, madam, perfectly well. Come*. 
fir, follow me. 

C H*E V A L I B R. 

She W tfrfe way. [Exeunt- Chevalier and Mkrtin.}^ 
" . ARAMINTA. 

Well now, all difguife or complaifance apart, 
between yoo and I,, how do you like my nephew b 

..COLO.NB lu 

.Upon my.wor4 and honour, I think him a> 
agreeabbayoung.feUowftsIevcxiaw^ .- 

- AR AMI:NT A* 

You make me happy . J But does -ho teajly pMr - 

you r •• ». i 

i -, pOtOHBU 

Exceedingly. And my niece,., what: do. yon 

Aink of her ? Speak fincerely^ add do -aok' dlfc ' 

gaffe your fentimenta. 

MlAMlttTA* 
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ARAMINTA. 

I store you I am charmed with her. She is 
handfome, well-bred, has a genteel air ; and, I 
believe, a great deal of wit and underffending. 

COLONEL. 

No one can have more. The longer your 
know her, the more you will admire her. I find 
it is fo with me. 

, A R AMI N T A. 

1 do not wonder at it. 

COLOKBL, 

Nor I, that you have fo great a regard fcr your 
nephew. 

ARAMINTA, 

How can f avoid it ? 

COLONEL. 

Juapoffible. Well,, after* all,, there is Something- 
enchanting in youth. 

ARAMINTA; 

Exquifitely fo : fometbing fo amofing, fo plta£» 
ing. 

COL ONE L+ 

Yti; and it gives one foch {pints, and -*■ and— 
Do yoa know, now, whenever my niece is patient,, 
Pfeel as if I was not above twenty years old. 

A.w A M >^ N X A. . . .»*. .'..«.«. 

Sorprifing I And, when I fee my nephew, I ant 
as gay, and as light-hearted, as if I was in my 
hanging-ileeve coat$; # In fhort, Ithink of nothing,, 
nobody,, bat him* 
.... ... „ ' } C Ot 0f£ h. ' \ , ' J ; " 

Lack-a day f joft fo it is with me;'ia ! legated* 

Angelica 1 am thinking we cannot do a better 

acton, ^fbaii t^fcttle >v*iar we have npon thwnafte* 
tor deaths, ^-...u, . i':o 

AftAMNtT*. 
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ARa.A'MINT.A; 
Nothing can bt more reaibnable,, 

COLO N E u- 
And, indeed, morejuftr 

A R A M I N'T 'At 

And generous— —But, now, with regard to oar • 
marriage ^ 

COLONEL. 

Why, — as to cmr marriage— it will be fome time 
or another. 

akaminta;- 
The later, the better, I think. - 

C O L ONE L; 
Nay, for that matter, .if it fhould never be— — 

ARAMINTAi 

We are no longer young. 

COLONEL. 
Nor agreeable. 

ARAM INT A, 
The Erg of love languifhes between us. 

CObONEL, 
It i$ expiring*-*^ Marriage would, completely 
quench it.- •♦ - 

A * A KTI N T A/ - • < 
And then we .mould grow cool. ' 

' COLONEL. 

"And'theri. perhaps, diflike eacfh other; . 

•?••> *•«,»-.. . . --, . • ■ . i » * j 

ARAMINTA r - .1 

What ^ a dreadful fituatipnj ^ ^tremble at the 

^oughts of it. . • ~ ;■ ;' - ; . t , , , 

C O LONH, 

Then,— y—why (hould.we refolve to- make each - 
Other miferabk? " " .?:..., -u j 

. • -..* * AJtAMINTA,* 
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. A R A M I N T A. ' 

Why indeed I Are we not at liberty to a&as 
we pleafe ? 

True ; but, if we were once marry'd, adieato 
freedom on each fide. Oh ! marriage is a dread- 
fol bufinefs. 

ARAMIN T.A^ 
- Ijnnft own it frightens me. . 

C O L ONEL 
Well then, do not let us marry. 
A <R A M I.N T A.. 

What vexes me is — that we have entered into > 
mutual engagements you know** - 

COLONEL. 

Engagements 1> Wfty; d6 *e^0t fee tbofe bro- 
ken every day ? It is the fafhion now to change. 

... A&AMINJTA*. 
And a very pleating fashion it is*> Lord ! if one - 
was nevtr.io change,, life jwftuld bo insupportable. 

COLONEL..' 
People would hftng themfcltss') [Feeling in his 
pockets, and fulling out a £aferi\ ,1^1 me> feetr-~4f 
lam not miftaken., this is the.pr.omife of marriage . 
you gave me. ' 

A KAMI N'T A. * 

It, is 1 I know if again. And, I believe, this is 
your's. • ' V. \$fovjwg another paper. "\^ 

^CJ^ioON^L. . , • 
The fame. Well* fbafL fhall we do with this 

i . i - « I , . I .1 a ij J „ I i .ft 1 ■ ■ J. , • 

__;<__- AR A Ail NT A.. 

Nay— Wfy-r t dc*^knofr-rrWha< you w3i<> 

.+ i/CTw COLONWU 
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COLONEL. [H&hng tbi pap* m if going to tear 

it, mad fitting*} 

Well then. 

ARAMINTA, [Smiting.}' 
And well then. 

COLO N fi L. [Banting totter k.] 
, Do you fee what I am dbiog ? 

A R A M I N T A; \Doing tbt fanti with k*r faper.} 

Very plainly — And do you fee what I am doing ? 

COLONEL. 
Courage. 

ARAMINTA. 

Tea* away. 

COLO- IT EL, 

In do. 

. And & do I. 

COLO N'E L^ [Tedring it U phctt.] 

There! \ T « i t is tiorie. 

A R A M:i W T A. {Doing th /***} 
It is finifhed. . '• ' 

• c ot a If E L, ■ - •• 
Now thy heart- is at eaft. ; 

• ^Jta'li J n't a.'";' 
And mine, is as light as a feather.* 

COLONEL. 
However, you know it will be neceffary to for* 
appearances as much asjpomble ; and carry it to 
the world as if we wefe ftil! of the* fame mind. 

' k 'tti-A Jnf>ir a; .* ' 

Nay, if you wiH, we'll fpread a report that" we 
arc actually marry'd. Let the world believe i^— 
•And. it **? hafttfny to ifr tttisi ytm Jtnow. 

COL0**»>* 
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COLONEL 

There are many unaccountable things happen in- 

this world — 'But hqw let us part. Adieu, my dear 

ftiend. 

A R A M I N T A. 

Farewell, .my dear friend ; for now we have no 
ether ties, hot tkefe of rriendfhip, to bind us. 

COL ON I L, 

Trae. And yoo are at liberty to marry any 
period, whenever yon pteafe. 

A R AM IN T A. 

• Who, 11 No f I Hull die amaitf; 

COLONEL 
' And I, a batchelor— Thai k fixed~— [Afide.] 
Now for my Aveet Angelica* Once more, adieu, 
^ dear friend. [£*r> Colonel. 

A R AMINTA. 

Thank heaven: I am at length free ; but. I (Kail' 
not long remain fo : there are other engagement* 
preparing for me : and fuch engagement! I Oh I JL 
shall fwim in pleafure. The thoughts of lit algaoft 
turn my poor brain. 

SCENE VK 
Enttr BETTY. 

BETTY. 

Biers os f madam? How pleasM you- appear* 
Cmy conference, I believe yon was going to 

ARAMINTA. 

Oh ! I ride upon the wings of joy. 

BETTY. 

And, pray, what may have occafioned thefe fud- 
den tranfports? 

ABAMIHTA^ 
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ARAMINTA, 
Every thing is broken, diflblved, anulled, oblite- 
rated, girl ? Happy moment ! I am now miftrefc- 
of my own actions. 

.BETTY. 
So i now we ihall have fine doings U 

ARAMIWTA) 

My old lover and I have juft had 4» explanations 
We have taken an exafct furvey of * the (late -of our' 
fentiments lor each~other», and- have, at length, 
agreed in the mod friendly manner in the world, . 
that we have no longer the leaft Inclination- fbr one. 
another. 

. I underfland yooV lAfirvr loves' were (b old and * 
tattered, .that they would hold together no longer ?~ 
is it not fo r 

A'R AMINTA, 

Yts, cWJd; ''Our love appeared ta be qfaite tot*" 
tdriiig atod falling to pieces. 

j j » t , . &, * 

- b~e T t y; 

Methinks I perceive fome of the rain* Mattered " 
here. [Pointing to the torn piecet of. paper on tbejlqge.\ - 

A R AM IN T A.; 

You are right? Thtfe- are the only remains of 
our former engagements* 

BE T T Y. 
Blefs me ! I had alraoft forget I Mr. Hcartly is\ 
in the drawing-room, waiting to (peak with you. 

ARAMINTA. 

That man was born to be my plague ! What - 
can he want with me ? 

BETTY. 

Here he comes to inform you. - 

ARAMINTA. 
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ARAMINTA. 

A&4* wifh him, my quondam lover. Retire*. 

S C E. .N E VII. 

inter COL6nEL ' amt Hit ARTLY. . 

< • • * . 

...',. ..COLONEL. » . , 

I know it very well, mr. Heartly ; yoo are cer- 
tainly an old and faithful friend ; but ftill you) 
oblige me to tell you. once more, that the greateft 
proof I defire or your friendfhip is, that you will 
sever, for the future, trouble yourfelf about my 
affairs. 

There are certain occafiona, my dear eolonefy ' 
wherein we ought to make it our duty to ferve our 
friends,, even in fpite of themfelvcs ; and I am re- 
fqlved tp convince you,, this day, that no one take* 
fo ftrong an inxereft, in what concerns the hnppi&eft-; 
of yon and this lady, -ft* myself, however you may . 
pfeafe to idefpife my friendfhip.. . 

'Sdeath.L I have told you, over and over, that 
I want none of your friendship. . 

ARAMINTA. 

And I have, told him the fame. But, pray,, 
what may be the matter of debate between you* * 
two? 

COLONEL. 

Why, this gentleman infifh upon giving us a 
proof of his regard, by preffingus to. conclude our 
marriage this very night. 

ARAMINTA. 

Mr. Heartly, fir, > will you. give me leave to fay 
*ne thing to you as a friend ? . 

HEARTLY* 
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HBARtLY. 

Whatever yon arc pkafed to fay, madam, I 
fliall Men with all due attention. 

• A R A M I K T A. 

Why then* my. dear fir, yon have, for thefe 
twenty years paft, taken a great deal of pains to- 
make yourfelf perfectly btmteftfome to me. 

HEARTLY, 
I am obfiged to you, madam, for fo kind a de- 
claration. It is no more dun what I have ftp- 
poied for a longtime. 

ARAMIKTA,- 

Then, pray, do .me in* favour ; now, once fot 
aiV *• Ukf your, £n*Utan» of mt< 

HIARTLT.- 

Thftt fcvoar, madam, 1 fall gr*nt ymr vay 
qafckly . Btoi yet*, heat what F have to fey to yoo 
both. Remember the (Mem* premife yoa have 
ma4# each other ; and think of no other 
This it the mod preffing. 

CO UHfel, 
Ther% mr. Mtarfly, you are greatly miftafcea j 
it is not the moft preftng. 

ARAMIMTA. 

. toffy, Jr, the odo»el and I are the befl jndgcs 
of what: is thd moft prefing* 

Hiirn v. 

Then, to come to a conclusion, madam,, as 
your friend and relation, I cannot approve of your/ 
deferring the fulfilling your engagements any long. . 
er. All the world is acquainted with them, and 
every one knows there is nothing to oblirud them, 
and your reputation » is at flake* If yoa continue 
toy longer to hefitate. 

COLONEL* 
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COLONEL. 

The world knows i A fig for the world. We 
are accountable to none but oorfelves ; and wie 
ihall ad in the manner we think the moft faitahlf. 

H E A R T L V, 

And thefe are both your iendnente ? 

COLONEL, and ARAM INT A. 

They are. 

HBARTLY. 

Well, then* I muft ferve you whether yon will 
or not ; and I am poffefled of Jafallible means to 
make you both hearkea to reafen.* 

AR A MI-NT A. 

I defy you. 

HEARTLY. 

You defy me! Kay, then— -.walk in, mr; 
Voluble. 

scene virr. 

EnUr VOLUBLE, <wkh a hmdk rf faftr under 

hit 



COIONIL 
What the devil brings this original here ? 

VOLUBLE. 
Madam, and gentlemen, your moft obedient, 
moft devoted, molt obliged, arid very humble fer- 
vanfc How t 

COLONEL. 

What's your bufinefs here ? 

VOLU B X I.- 

My bnftnefs here, fir! upon my word a twy 
pretty qntftion to me, -you* old atcpuitttanc*, 
whom, without vanity, it tj -Juffiotebt jo kaow 

and 
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-andefteem ; to me, who am the darling of all the 
•great, the noble, the illuftrions, and diftinguifhed 
♦perfonages df both (exes in this opulent, vaft, and 
•extenfive •metropolis Hem ! 

C-O L O'N £ L. 
So, fo ; 1 find yon are the fame as ever. 

VOLUBLE. 

Yes, colonel, as you fee ; toujoars gai, lively, 
Jprightly and alert. 

COLONEL. 
Well* but pray good mr. Alert what bufinels ' 
brings you here at this time ? 

VOLUBLE. 
A bufinefs that will put you in a good humour 
again ; I have here a con trad of marriage to be 
figned } where are the parties ? 

ARAMINTA. 

What does the man mean .•? 

VOLUBLE. 
They fay the bridegroom that is to i>e, is in- 
comparably denifticated ; and the bride that is to 
be, is perfectly, fupnemely, and iuperlatively hand- 
fome.— Hem! AX _J 

COLONEL, 

What is all this fluff? 

VOLUBLE. 
Stuff, firt fluff! Let me tell you, fir, there ne- 
ver was any ftuff, either in my pleadings or deeds. 
Here is one now; which I drew op myfelf ; and for 
precifion, perfpicnity, eloquence, dittion, and all 
that, I think I. may defy all niy brethren of the 
Jongfobe I hate a multitude of words ; jive me 
jthe pithy, the warm, the perfuading, the loblime, 
she energetic, the— —— 



COLONEL. 
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COLONEL. 

'Heark'e, matter Voluble, my patience is almoft 
^exhaufted : fo come to the point ; what bufinefs 
brings you there-? 

VOLUBLE. 

I have here .articles of marriage between the 
chevalier Brilliant, and mifs Angelica Sprightly* 
£7*Heartly.] Did not yon tell me, fir, that the 
young couple that are to be, held their place of 
jefidence in this houfe ? 

REARTLY. 
That is to fay, for the time being. 

VOLUBLE. [T« the Colonel.] 1 

% You fee, fir, I am not come with falfe pretences 
and tokens. No, no; let little Voluble alone: 
faith I always ad with a circumfpeftion that is per- 
fect, fupreme, and fuperlative in its kind, 

COLONEL. 

My good matter Voluble,' let me tejl you you are 
mod perfectly, mod fupremely, and moft fuperla- 
tively foolifh. 

y O L U B L E. 
r Foolifh ! Why where's the folly of bringing 
marriage deeds to fign ? 

ARAM1KTA. 
Marriage deeds ! what marriage deeds } 

VOLUBLE. 

Between Angelica Sprightly aforelaid, on the 
one part j and the chevalier Brilliant on the other 
part, to wit. 

Pcay who informed you tjiey we^goiqgjto be 
'shamed to each other ? ♦ ..• : . "> 

VOLUBLE. 
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VOLUBLE. [Btwittg to Heirty.] 

That gentleman. 

COLONEL. p9 Hearty.] 

Did you tell him this J 

HEARTLV, 
I did. 

ARAMINTA. 

And upon what foundation, pay f 

HEARTLY. 

On a knowledge of their mutoal inclination f • the 
4efire they have tote united for life ; and thepro- 
*jnifes they made each other in my prefence. 

ARAMINTA. 

My nephew? 

cox ONEL 

My niece ? 

« E A R T L T. 

Yes, your nephew and your niece ; they love 
each other paffionatcly ; they made me their coft- 
4dant ; and it is I who give them to each other, 

COLONEL, 
lam thanderftruck! 

ARAMINTA. 

1 am CttoftuiutaL 

S C E N E IX. 
Enter CODICIL W PUZZLE. 

fCLOBLI, 

Ohhol here arc two of my brethren; mr. Co- 
dicil, your moft devoted j mr 9 Puzzle your moll 
obedient humble fenrant. 

AIAMINTA. 



The DODBXE INFIDELITY; ±85 

. A R A M I N TA, 

What do I fee! 

COLONEL. 

What is the meaning of all this \ 

VOLUBLE. 
Gentlemen ; pray gentlemen, may I, with all due 
deference and refpetf, entreat to know the occa- 
sion of your coming hither ? Hem ! 

CODICIL. 

Sir, I bring a contract of marriage between colo- 
nel Campaign and mifs Sprightly. . 

PUZZLE. 
And I another between this lady here prefenti 
and the chevalier Brilliant. * 

COLONEL. 

How is this, madam ? Was you going to mamr 
your nephew? * 6 - y 

A R A M I N T A, 

. Why wk, pray 1 Yp<* ww^go&g t^ jawiy. yww 

C OXONf fc. 

Tis mighty well, madam ; J am gkd I hare 

difcovered your little plots.. * ' 

A R A M 1 y t A. 
And I, that I have found out yoo*'s, $ n 

VOLUBLI, 

I proteft this is tit for tat. This adventure it 
perfectly, fupremefy, and ftperlatfvely pleafant. 

C © L O V E L. [r*.(MU].J 
^And pray who tok} y^to king this contract 

Tfcat gentleman. . 



M 



ARAMIKTA.' 
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A R A M I N T A. [To Puzile.] 
And you, fir ; who defired you to attend ! 

PUZZLE, 

That gentleman. [Pointing to Heartfy] 

COLONEL. 

* That gentleman ! that gentleman L Every thing 
is done by that gentleman ! The devil take that 
gentleman. Pray, fir, how come you fo mighty 
well acquainted with all our fecrets ? 

HEARTIY, 

From yourfelf. . This nephew and niece, whom 
you introduced to one another, firft gave me a fuf- 
picion of your intentions. I then went to thefe 
gentlemen, the lawyers, and told them that I was 
entrufted with the fecret ; they believed me upon 
my bare word, and thereupon each opened his 
budget, and thus I was let into the whole my*, 
fiery. It was at my defife they came hither i as I 
f»kt thein that you had no longer, any rcafons for 
keeping your marriage a fecret. 

A R A M I N T A. 

Upon «iy word, you have put a fine trick upon 
os, mr. Heartly. 

HEARTLT. 
It is the trick of a friend, and feves you from 
committing the moft extravagant folly that you 
could have been guilty of. , . 

VOiUBL!, 

Upon my word, that is fuperlatively true. 

HEARTLY. 

When the rage of difappointment is over* yon 
will thank me for it. And now take my advice, 
reflect coolly ; the leaft noife of this in th* world 

would 
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would render you both the objeds of public dcri- 
Jan. Now think what you have to do. 



S C E N E X. 
Enter the CHEVALIER and ANGELICA. 

ARAM INT A. [TWi* Chevalier,] 

Ah f perfidious wretch J Art thou there? 

COLONEL. [T# Aqgelici.] 
Ah! traitrefs ! is it thee? 

chevalier/ 

Madam 2 — aunt ; — I really aflc you* pardon. 
But 

ANGELICA. 

Uncle ; — I, — I, I affin-e-you,— -I am fo con- 
fo u nded.! 1 

» 

ARAMINTA, 

And fame i bellowed air my jewels upon. my 

rival ? 

COLONEL. 

And have I made a prefent of my bank notes to 
the man who has robbed me of my miftrefs ? 

ANGELICA. [To Araminta.] 

No, madam ; that would not be juft. There- 
fore pleafe to accept your cafket again. , 

CHEVALIER. p# the Colonel. 

And here, fir, are your bank notes* 

COLONEL. 

Well, if they are not faithful, they are at leaft 
honeft. But why have yon thus deceived as r Why 
did you confent to marry us ? 

M 2 HBART LY. 



* 
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H E A R T L Y. 

Thro* necdfity. Youth and beauty will not da 
•lone, without the goods of fortune to fuppoit 
them. 

COLONEL. 

But will they be any richer by marrying each 
other ? Who will give you a fortune ? 

CHEVALIER and ANGELICA. {Pointing to HeartwelLf 

That gentleman. 

COLONEL. 
Why, that gentleman is mil the faftotnra, I find. 

JS G E N E the Laft. 

Enter Q^U IRK. 

..JOLUBLL 

As I live I believe here is another of my worthy 
brethren, honefr. ittr. Quirk, flpon my veracity. 
One would think tfcfe was a call of Jbrjeants. 

CO L O N E L. 

What the devit ! another lawyer 2 what is your 
bofintfs here, pray ? 

\V I R K. [Going.] 

You, fee here the two perfohs who defired me to 
come; they would Hot be marry'd without the 
confent of their mater and miftrefe, and I am here 
in the natneof the betrothed, to entreat the honour 
of the laft named parties! to fet their hands as wit- 
nefle* io their contrail of marriage. 

COLONEL. 
How 1 hilar tin. and Betty going to be marry 'd? 

ARAM INT A. 

k Pray who is to give you a portion ? 

jBETTX\ 



i 

J 
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BETTY, mJ MARTIN. [Pointing to HBARTLY.] 
That gentleman. 

COLONEL. [To Hetrtly.] 

Upon ray foul, mr. Heafdy, you difpatch a graft 
deal of bufinefe in a Vtty little time. 

MARTIN. {To Heartly.] 

Sir, you will be pleated to fign firft ; for it is to 
you we owe the little we are worth. 

HEARTLY, 

May I take the liberty to know how much th* 
little is which I have bellowed on yon ? 

QJJ IRK, 

By thefe articles, k ifrffipnlated, thai «a*. Martin 
Ramble, brings with him k as a marriage portion, 
from Charles Heartlv, efquirc, the fain of two 
•hundred 2nd fifty pounds. 

HEARTLY. 
Two "hundred and fifty pounds* 

MARTIN. 

A mere trifle 1 yon fee, fir, I have been very 
anodeft. 

• ♦ 

And in the faid articles, he acknowledges to have 
^received of mrs. Elizabeth Fmdrefs, as 4 marriage 
portion, the like fum of two hundred and fifty 
pounds. 

HEARTLY. 

Upon. my word you have carved very fufficieptly 
for yourfelves: however I will fign it. 

VOLUBLE. fttAnmiau«rfrfeCot0f>d.]~ 

And now, (if, and madam, to make an end, 
as the vulgar faying is. Here is the minute of 

yoor 
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your contract, which I have kept by we thefe 
five and twenty years, till it is almoft as .thread* 
bare as yoar affection for each other. Now, permit 
me to fpeak to you , with truth', fincerity, opennefs t 
JEhtnkoefi, and without ambiguity or circumlocu- 
tion. You cannot do better than fee your hands 
to this contract, without hesitation or difficulty. 
Hem! * 

* * HEARTl Y. 

A thoufand cemfideratidns concur to oblige yon to 
this refolution. You have both of you wandered 
4r6m the paths of reafon, turn into the right road 
once more, and requeft of thefe gentlemen to keep 
this affair a fecret. As to myfelf, I promife upon 
my word and honour, that it fhall never efcape my 
tips, provided yen Will follow the friendly and fa- 
itttary advice i now give you. 

V C O" L O N B L. [To Araminta.] 

Well, what fay you to this ? 

A* A M IN T A. 
Nay, juft what you will. 

HEARTLY, 

"You cannot reproach each other, -having been 
both equally to blame. So courage* and join ax 
once in making a proper determination. 

COLOKEL, 

Agreed. 

A R A M 1 N T A. 

I yield. 

HE A R t L Y. 

'fiat this is not all. Add generality to prudence. 
Let my conduct be your example. Yon have loved 
thefe young people, and yet you have taken back 
the prefent yon made them. Can you find in 
your heart* to keep tbofe bauble* i 

ARAMINTA. 
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ARAMINTA. [Taking the bank notes from the Colonel.J 

There, Chevalier, take thefe in remembrance of 
your once affectionate Araminta. 

CHEVALIER, [Kiffing her band.} 

You fhall ever be my honoured aunt. 

COLONEL. [Taking the cajketfrom Araminta.] 

There, huffy, keep thefe jewels for love 7 of me; 

ANGELICA. 

I chearfully obey my dear uncle's commands. 

H E A R T L Y. 

And now Jet as fign the old and the new 
articles. 

PUZZLE. 

But pray good folks, what is to become of oar's ? 

COLONEL. 

Oh ! we make you a prefent of them. 

CODICIL. 
And who is to pay us for them ? 

COLONEL. [Pointing to Heartly.] 
That Gentleman. 

O M N X S. 

Ha! ha! ha! 

HEARTLY. 

With all mv heart, and would to heaven I was 
poffeffed of a fortune (efficient to make all mankind 
happy and reafonable. 



End of the Whimsical Lovers. 
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